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Introduction: “Paul now specifies the sources of divine comfort afforded the believer who faces the possibility of imminent death. Basically they are three: 
(1) certainty of the future possession of a spiritual body (v. 1),
(2) the present possession of the Spirit as the pledge of ultimate transformation (vv. 4b, 5) and
(3) knowledge that death begins a walk ‘in the realm of sight’ (v. 7) and involves departure to Christ’s immediate presence where personal fellowship with him is enjoyed (v. 8).”
The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, 2 Corinthians, Murray J. Harris, p. 346Copy and memorize 2 Corinthians 5:6–7.



Day One
2 Corinthians 5:1–10 — The Christian’s Death
1.	Read 2 Corinthians 5:1–10 and list the repeated or key words and phrases, commands, questions, comparisons, and contrasts.



	a.	Dig Deeper: Find two or three other passages of Scripture that share themes with 2 Corinthians 5:1–10, and share them with your group.



2.	With which conjunction does Paul begin 5:1? Explain how this passage relates to the preceding verses.



3.	To what did Paul compare his physical body in 5:1a, and what truth about believers’ physical bodies does this imagery convey?



	a.	Dig Deeper: How does Acts 18:1–4, together with what you know about Israel’s history, provide insight into why Paul may have used this comparison?



4.	According to 4:16–5:1, why was the prospect of death not disheartening for Paul?



Day Two
2 Corinthians 5:2–4 — The Christian’s Assurance of Life After Death
1.	In Paul’s day, adherents of the Gnostic movement didn’t believe in a future bodily resurrection, imagining only a disembodied spiritual life after death. In verses 2–4, how did Paul refute this idea?



2.	Based on verses 2 and 4 and the surrounding context, explain the meaning of “groaning” and “longing to be clothed.”



3.	Dig Deeper: Compare verses 1–4 with Romans 8:18–25 and Philippians 3:20–21. What do these three passages teach about the believer’s hope?



4.	Reflect and Pray: Give one or two examples from your life that have made you long for heaven. Give thanks to God for specific ways your study of 2 Corinthians has encouraged your heart today.



Day Three
2 Corinthians 5:4–5 — The Christian’s Guarantee
1.	In 2 Corinthians 5:4b, what does Paul say will one day swallow up the believer’s mortal body? See also 
1 Corinthians 15:54.



2.	From 5:5, what roles do God the Father and the Holy Spirit play in the believer’s future glorification?



	a.	How does meditating on these truths help believers in the present, and what perspective does it offer on the future?



Day Four
2 Corinthians 5:6–8 — The Christian’s Confidence
1.	From 2 Corinthians 5:6, what did Paul know that gave him courage?



2.	Which truth from 4:18 does Paul reiterate in 5:7?



3.	According to 5:8, what did Paul prefer, life or death, and why?



4.	Heart Check: If you are a believer, do you share Paul’s confidence and courage about being in the Lord’s presence when you die? Take a moment to privately confess any fear or doubt to the Lord, then reflect on the promises in 2 Corinthians 5:1–8. What difference should these promises make in the way you live today?



Day Five
2 Corinthians 5:9–10 — The Christian’s Behavior
1.	According to verse 9, what should believers strive to do, and why?



	a.	How is it possible for sinful people to do this? Support your answer with Scripture.



2.	From verse 10, what compelling reason did Paul give for believers to maintain the lofty ambition mentioned in verse 9?



3.	Dig Deeper: Review 1 Corinthians 3:11–15 and Romans 14:10–12. How do these passages align with Paul’s point in 2 Corinthians 5:10?



4.	Take Action: List three or four truths from this week’s study that you can resolve to remember when you are discouraged by trials in this life. Take time in prayer to thank God for His practical provision in your life.
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Kelly Hazelrigg										                     October 21, 2026



Additional Resources:

· Facing Death Confidently, Parts 1 and 2 – 2 Cor. 5:1–8
John MacArthur, January 22, 1995
https://www.gty.org/sermons/47–31/facing–death–confidently–part–1

· The Noblest Ambition – 2 Cor. 5:9–10
John MacArthur, February 5, 1995
https://www.gty.org/sermons/47–33/the–noblest–ambition
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