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Introduction: In this chapter, we see Paul remain steadfast, courageous, and sincere in his ministry, focused on the eternal rewards awaiting him for his service, including seeing in heavenly glory those he led to Christ. These qualities and perspectives upheld him in his own conscience and before men, and gave him great patience, even as he endured intense suffering for the sake of the gospel. Copy and Memorize 2 Corinthians 5:5.


Day One
2 Corinthians 4:1–4 — Ministry of Mercy
1.	Use a Bible dictionary or another resource to define the phrase "lose heart" from 4:1. Based on the surrounding context, what circumstances may have tempted Paul to lose heart, and why did he persevere? 



	a. 	Heart Check: What circumstances in your life tempt you to lose heart? List one or two lessons you can learn from Paul’s example, then one or two practical ways you can apply those lessons this week.



2.	From 4:2, list the actions Paul and his coworkers took, along with the things they avoided, to remain steadfast in ministry.




3. 	In verses 3–4, Paul returned to the veil metaphor he had used earlier in 3:12–16. To whom was the gospel veiled or concealed, and why?



	a. 	Reflect and Pray: If you are a believer, do you remember the moment when the veil, representing unbelief, was lifted? If so, briefly describe the first time you understood the gospel. Consider sharing this testimony with your group.



Day Two
2 Corinthians 4:4–6 — Ministry of Light
1.	Who is “the god of this age” (LSB) or “the god of this world” (NASB) in 4:4? How does verse 4 contrast him and his work with the person and work of Jesus Christ? See also John 8:12, 23, 31; 12:31; and Ephesians 2:2.



2.	According to verse 5, what did Paul say about his role in proclaiming the gospel? How does verse 6 further explain the character and work of God the Father and Jesus Christ?



	a.	Heart Check: When you meditate on these characteristics of your God and Savior, how do they affect your heart and mind?



3.	Dig Deeper: How does Paul’s conversion testimony, recorded in Acts 9:1–19, correspond with this section in 
	2 Corinthians 4:1–6?



Day Three
2 Corinthians 4:7 — Ministry of Weakness, Part One
1.	In 4:7, what “treasure” was Paul referring to, and what “earthen vessels” held this treasure? See also 
1 Thessalonians 2:4.



	a.	Reflect and Pray: What is God’s divine purpose in using weak vessels to contain His glorious gospel? Try to find one or two Scriptures that support your answer.



2.	Review 1 Corinthians 1:18–31 and note two or three similarities between Paul’s reasoning in this passage and in 2 Corinthians 4:7.



	a.	Heart Check: For personal consideration only, not to be shared with your group, list one or two of your personal trials or challenges and prayerfully consider how God’s glory can be displayed even more vividly because of them.



Day Four
2 Corinthians 4:8–13 — Ministry of Weakness, Part Two
1.	Using the chart below, based on 2 Corinthians 4:8–12, list the challenges Paul and the apostles faced while preaching Christ, along with the contrasting ways they experienced triumph amid those challenges.

	Challenging Trials
	Contrasting Triumphs

	(a) v. 8 

	(b)

	(c) v. 9

	(d) 

	(e) v. 10

	(f) 

	(g) v. 11

	(h) 

	(i) v. 12

	(j) 



2.	Use the cross–references in your Bible or study notes to identify which Psalm Paul quoted in verse 13. What empowered him to continue preaching the gospel faithfully amid intense suffering?



3.	Reflect and Pray: In what ways might believers in Christ and ministers of the gospel suffer for their faith today? How should these verses give believers perspective when they suffer for the sake of the gospel? Pray that you will be willing and prepared, if necessary, to suffer for your faith.



Day Five
2 Corinthians 4:14–18 — Ministry of Glory
1.	In 4:14–15, list the reasons Paul continued to proclaim the gospel confidently even while suffering for it. Explain how the Resurrection factored into Paul’s thinking.



2.	In verse 16, Paul said, “we do not lose heart…” Where else in this chapter did he use the same phrase, and what reasons for hope did he reiterate in verses 16 and 17?



3. 	In verse 17, what two words did Paul use to describe believers' trials? Why is this description surprising in light of Paul's list of his own trials in 2 Corinthians 11:23–33?



4.	According to verse 18, where should believers focus as they endure trials in this life?



	a.	Dig Deeper: Find two or three additional Scriptures that encourage an eternal mindset amid suffering and affliction. Pray through these verses personally, then share them with your group.



	b.	Take Action: Consider the people God has placed in your life who remain blinded to the truth of the gospel. Pray for them now, and ask God to give you the opportunity to talk to them about your faith, even if it means you may suffer.







________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Anne Johnson								 		 October 14, 2026



Additional Resources:

· Looking at the Face of Jesus Sermon Series – 2 Cor. 3:18–4:6
John MacArthur, August 18, 2016
https://www.gty.org/sermons/series/242/looking–at–the–face–of–jesus

· Bold Proclaimers of Gospel Truth – 2 Corinthians 4:1–6
John MacArthur, February 14, 2021
https://www.gty.org/sermons/81–104/bold–proclaimers–of–gospel–truth 

· Gospel Glory in Pots of Clay
John MacArthur, February 21, 2021
https://www.gty.org/sermons/81–105/gospel–glory–in–pots–of–clay 

· The Benefits of Suffering for Christ
John MacArthur, February 28, 2021
https://www.gty.org/sermons/81–106/the–benefits–of–suffering–for–christ 
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