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Introduction: The opening chapters of 2 Corinthians provide a deeply personal glimpse into Paul's ministry, suffering, and relationship with the Corinthian church. Paul reminds believers that God is the source of all comfort and that suffering is often the means through which God equips His people to minister to others. Paul also defends the integrity of his ministry, pointing the Corinthians to God’s unwavering faithfulness and the certainty of His promises to them in Christ.Copy and Memorize 2 Corinthians 5:1.


Day One 
2 Corinthians 1:1–6 — Suffering and Comfort Through Christ
1.	According to 2 Corinthians 1:2, what two blessings did Paul desire for the Corinthians, and how are they related?



2.	In verses 3–4, as Paul endured suffering and affliction, what roles, attributes, and actions of God did he extol, and how did Paul strive to imitate the Lord?



3.	According to verses 5–6, what two things abounded to Paul and the apostles through Christ, and what good was accomplished through them?



4.	Reflect and Pray: Think about a time when you received comfort from God while enduring a trial. What means did God use to comfort you? How might you be able to comfort another believer?



Day Two
2 Corinthians 1:6–11 — Confidence Through Christ and the Prayers of the Saints
1.	In 1:7, what was Paul’s steadfast hope for the Corinthians?



2.	While the details of the situation are not recorded in Scripture, Paul and possibly some of his companions experienced intense suffering in Asia, as he described in verses 8–9. List the words and phrases Paul used to describe this trial. What purpose for this suffering did Paul recognize in verse 9?



	a. Dig Deeper: Find two or three additional passages that discuss God’s purposes for allowing trials in believers’ lives. How have you seen God’s purposes at work in your own trials?



3.	According to verse 10, what was the outcome of Paul’s affliction, and how did it encourage him?



4.	From verse 11, what did Paul desire from the believers in Corinth and Achaia, and what would result if they did as he asked?



	a.	Take Action: Make a specific plan to pray regularly for your local church and for worldwide missions. Ask the women in your group to help if you don’t know where to begin.



Day Three
2 Corinthians 1:12–14— Paul’s Boasting in Christ
1.	From verse 12, what does it seem Paul was being accused of by his opponents?



2.	From verse 12, why could Paul confidently boast about the testimony of his own conscience?



3.	In verses 13–14, Paul defended his ministry against those who accused him of deception in Corinth. What reasons did Paul have for hope and confidence in the Corinthians, and why could the Corinthians also boast in Paul? To what event was Paul looking forward?



	a.	Reflect and Pray: While there are many things we may not fully understand in this life, we can look forward to the perfect clarity we will have when we are with the Lord. How should this future certainty influence the way believers live each day, especially when facing disappointments, confusion, or things they do not understand?



Day Four
2 Corinthians 1:15–20 — The Faithfulness of God and Christ
1.	From verses 15–16, what was Paul’s original plan for coming to Corinth, and to what confidence was he referring?



2.	According to verses 17–18, what accusations was Paul defending himself against, and to whom did he appeal in his own defense?





	a.	Dig Deeper: Based on Proverbs 16:9; 1 Corinthians 4:19, and James 4:13–16, what does God’s Word teach about the plans of man? List two or three ways you can apply these truths to your life today.



3.	From 2 Corinthians 1:18–20, what aspect of God’s character and promises did Paul highlight, and why did he digress from his own defense to make these points?



4. 	Heart Check: Are you absolutely certain that God is faithful to keep every promise He has made? Do you strive to be faithful in your own life and commitments? Ask the Lord for help to do that.



Day Five
2 Corinthians 1:21–2:4 — Paul’s Canceled Visit to Corinth
1.	In 1:21–22, where did the Corinthians find security in the Christian life, and is this still true for believers today? What roles do you notice are attributed to God and to the Holy Spirit in these verses?



2.	In 1:23–24, what heart motive for his delay did Paul call God to witness? What was Paul careful not to do, and what did he strive to do instead?



3.	From 2:1–4, summarize in your own words the reasons Paul did not go to Corinth.



4. 	According to these verses, what was Paul’s motive for confronting the Corinthians’ sin in the letter he wrote to them? 
	Note: The letter to which Paul referred is not available to us and is not part of the canon of Scripture.



	a.	Reflect and Pray: In what ways do you see Paul’s heart for people lived out in the lives of the pastors and leaders of your own church? Take time to thank God for these things, then pray that these godly men would excel still more in love for their congregations.



	b.	Take Action: What specific way can you encourage your church leaders today? Will you commit to do that this week? Ask someone to hold you accountable to accomplish that goal.



________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Ann Bradley									 	          September 16, 2026

I.   God Provides Comfort Through His Calling.    2 Corinthians 1:1-4

II.   God Allows Affliction And Provides Comfort    2 Corinthians 1:5-11

III.   God Provides Comfort In His Promises.    2 Corinthians 1:12-2:4


Additional Resources:

· Introduction to 2 Corinthians – 2 Corinthians 1:1-2
John MacArthur, October 31, 1993
https://www.gty.org/sermons/47-1/introduction-to-2-Corinthians

· When Bad Things Happen to God’s People Sermon Series – 2 Cor. 1:3-11
John MacArthur, August 18, 2016
https://www.gty.org/sermons/series/239/when-bad-things-happen-to-gods-people

· The Soul’s Warning System, Parts 1 and 2 – 2 Corinthians 1:12-14
John MacArthur, December 5, 1993 
https://www.gty.org/sermons/47-5/the-souls-warning-system
	
· Integrity in the Ministry – 2 Corinthians 1:15-2:4
John MacArthur, February 13, 1994 
https://www.gty.org/sermons/47-7/integrity-in-the-ministry
	
· Hacking Agag to Pieces – 2 Corinthians 1:12
John MacArthur, December 26, 1993
https://www.gty.org/sermons/80-128/hacking-agag-to-pieces
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