[image: A green and white logo

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
Spring 2026 • LESSON 24
[bookmark: _Hlk95465622]
Introduction: Every generation of Christians lives (or should live!) with the consciousness that the parousia [return of Christ] could occur at any time and that one needs to make decisions and choose values based on that realization. So it was true in James’s day as it is in ours: we need to be patient and stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is near.
Douglas J. Moo
The Pillar New Testament Commentary: The Letter of James, p. 224

 Prayer Focus: As you begin each day, pray for the Lord to grow your patience, strengthen your endurance, and increase your faith as you await the coming of Christ.
Our memory passage for this week is James 1:26–27:
“If anyone thinks himself to be religious while not bridling his tongue but deceiving his own heart, this man’s religion is worthless. Pure and undefiled religion before our God and Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.” (LSB)

Day One
James 5:1–6 — Wicked Misuse of Riches
1.	Who does James address in verse 1? What does he tell them to do, and what woe does he pronounce in verses 2–3?



2.	According to verse 4, what sins had the rich committed, and how did the Lord respond?



	a.	Find 2 other Scriptures that affirm that the Lord hears the cries of His people, and share them with your group. How is this an encouragement when suffering or being mistreated? 



3.	In verses 5–6, what other condemnations are brought against the rich who misuse their wealth and power?



4.	How do the following verses inform a proper understanding of wealth? Proverbs 10:4, 11:4, 22:2, and 1 Timothy 6:17–19.



5. 	Consider your perspective on material blessings and how you use your wealth. Is there anything you need to change in your thinking or actions to better honor the Lord with what He has given you?



Day Two
[bookmark: _Hlk143196722][bookmark: _Hlk143196823]James 5:7–9 — Present Virtue in Light of Future Hope
[bookmark: _Hlk143196922]1.	In verses 7–8, whom does James address, what instruction and illustration does he give, and how does this connect to the previous 6 verses?







2.	Using a Bible dictionary or another resource, what does it mean to “be patient” and “strengthen your heart”? List 2–3 descriptions of what this would look like for a believer suffering mistreatment.



3.	According to John 14:1–6, 1 Thessalonians 4:13–18, and Revelation 22:12–21, what should characterize and give hope to those awaiting the coming of Christ?



4.	Heart Check: Do your attitudes and practices reflect patience as you wait for the Lord’s return? What are 2 or 3 steps you can take to cultivate patience, strengthen your heart, and live in light of Christ’s coming?



5.	According to verse 9, what does James tell believers not to do? Why does he remind believers of the ultimate Judge in this context?



[bookmark: _Hlk143196952]Day Three
[bookmark: _Hlk143196981]James 5:10–15—Right Responses to Suffering
[bookmark: _Hlk143197107]1. In verses 10–11, what examples of enduring suffering well does James give, and what characterized their suffering?



	a.	Heart Check: Who has been a godly example of endurance and trust in the Lord in your life? How will you purpose to follow these godly examples when you go through your own trials?



2. 	List 2–3 other passages that speak of the Lord's compassion and mercy, and explain how they 
	encouraged you.



3.	What exhortations does James give in verse 12, and how does this theme connect to the theme of endurance under suffering?



4. 	According to verses 13–15, what circumstances might believers encounter, and what should their response be in those situations?



	a.	Does verse 15 mean that every believer who is sick (which can also be translated as “weak”) will always be healed of their physical ailments? What other Scriptures guide our interpretation of this verse?



5.	What do Mark 2:5–10, Ephesians 1:7, and 1 John 1:9 teach about God’s forgiveness? How do these truths strengthen believers in times of discouragement? 


[bookmark: _Hlk143197257]Day Four
[bookmark: _Hlk145509758][bookmark: _Hlk143197403]James 5:16–20 — Prayer and Exhortation 
[bookmark: _Hlk145509775]1.	Given what James has just encouraged regarding prayer and God’s forgiveness of sins, in verse 16, what does he instruct believers to do?



[bookmark: _Hlk143197439]	a.	With what declaration does he end verse 16? How should this declaration fuel the believer’s prayer life?



2.	In verses 17–18, how does Elijah’s example illustrate the point James is making about prayer? 



3.	Heart Check: Take a few minutes to evaluate your prayer life. What commitments will you make to be a better steward of your privilege to pray to our merciful, powerful, and good God?



4.	Dig Deeper: Verses 19–20 envision the vital mission of believers to persuade sinners to repent and turn to Christ for forgiveness. Find 2 or 3 other passages that encourage believers to confront sin and reconcile souls to Christ, and share them with your group.



5.	As you close this day, spend a few minutes in prayer for those in your life who have not yet believed in Christ for salvation. Pray that God would open their eyes to their sin and to the glory of Christ, and for opportunities to proclaim the gospel.



Day Five
Selected Scripture in James — Review of James
1.	Skim the 5 chapters in the book of James and summarize the tests of true faith.



2.	If you were to briefly explain the book of James to someone who has never read it, what would you say?



3.	Why are you thankful for this powerful book? Be specific.



4.	How has what you’ve studied over the past 5 weeks affected your thinking, your relationships, and your worship?





________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Carl Hargrove	May 6, 2026

Additional Resources: 

· Judgment on the Wicked Rich, Part 1 and 2 – James 5:1–6
John MacArthur, May 31, 1987
https://www.gty.org/sermons/59–29/judgment–on–the–wicked–rich–part–1

· How to Face Trials Patiently – James 5:7–11 
John MacArthur, June 14, 1987 
https://www.gty.org/sermons/59–31/how–to–face–trials–patiently

· Stop Swearing – James 5:12
John MacArthur, August 23, 1987
https://www.gty.org/sermons/59–32/stop–swearing

· Bearing Up the Weak in Prayer – James 5:13–18
John MacArthur, November 8, 1998 
https://www.gty.org/sermons/90–202/bearing–up–the–weak–in–prayer

· Saving a Soul from Death – James 5:19–20
John MacArthur, September 13, 1987
https://www.gty.org/sermons/59–34/saving–a–soul–from–death
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