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Spring 2026 • LESSON 23
[bookmark: _Hlk95465622]
[bookmark: _Int_d3nVPqRu]Introduction: James 4 uncovers the root of all conflict—within ourselves, with others, and ultimately with God—by exposing the worldly and sinful desires that wage war in the heart. James calls believers to humble repentance, urging them to resist the devil and draw near to God. He confronts our pride in both our judgment of others and our presumptuous confidence in the future. Throughout this chapter, James emphasizes that genuine faith is marked by humility, repentance, and wholehearted dependence on God.

 Prayer Focus: As you begin studying each day, ask the Lord to reveal any pride, selfish desires, or divided loyalties in your heart. Pray for humility and a willingness to repent, and ask that you draw near to Him and submit every area of your life to His will. Thank Him for His abundant grace, and ask Him to shape your desires and responses according to His Word.Our memory passage for this week is James 1:25:
“But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of freedom, and abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this man will be blessed in what he does.” (LSB)


Day One
James 4:1–5 — The Source of Conflict
1.	As you preview James 4:1–17, which key words and commands reveal the chapter’s overarching themes?



2.	Note: The word “members” in verse 1, refers to the parts of one’s own body, not members of the church.
	According to James 4:1–2, how are external conflicts linked to internal desires? What is the progression of sinful desires and actions in these verses? (See also Mark 7:21–23 and James 1:14–15.)



3.	According to verse 3, what hidden element can hinder a person’s prayers to God?



4.	How does James connect coveting, conflict, and prayer in verses 2–3? What does the phrase “spend it on your pleasures” (LSB) suggest about the purpose of their prayers? How does this relate back to verse 1?



Note: “Verse 5 ‘is not found as such in the OT, it is a composite of general OT teaching… This difficult phrase is best understood by seeing the “Spirit” as a reference…to the human spirit, and translating the phrase “jealously desires” in the negative sense of “lusts to envy.” James’ point is that an unbelieving person’s spirit…is bent on evil…those who live in worldly lusts give evidence that their faith is not genuine.’”

				John MacArthur
The MacArthur Study Bible (LSB), p. 1690

5.	In verses 4–5, whom is James addressing with this scathing rebuke? What does friendship with the world indicate about a person’s relationship with God?



6.	Heart Check: Consider the relationships and areas in your life where conflict occurs most often. What desires might be driving your responses in those moments? What might those desires reveal about your heart? Ask the Lord to search your heart, confess any pride or selfishness, and thank Him for the grace that is greater than all your sin.



Day Two
[bookmark: _Hlk143196722][bookmark: _Hlk143196823]James 4:6–10 — A Call to Repentance
1.	What truths are revealed about the character of God in verse 6?



2.	Identify the imperatives (commands) in verses 6–10. What are the prerequisites that must be fulfilled before a person can draw near to God and receive His grace?
[bookmark: _Hlk143196922]


3.	How does the command to “draw near to God” relate to the call to cleanse hands and purify hearts in verse 8, and what do the words “hands” and “hearts” imply about the nature of genuine repentance? (See also Psalm 24:3–6, Isaiah 55:6–7, and Hebrews 10:19–22.)



4. Dig Deeper: Verse 9 commands sinners to grieve, mourn, and weep over their sin. Where else in Scripture are people instructed to weep and mourn over their sin? Have you ever done this? Explain your answer.



[bookmark: _Hlk143196952]Day Three
[bookmark: _Hlk143196981]James 4:11–12—The Evidence of Humility: Do Not Judge
1.	What new topic does James introduce in verses 11–12, and what command does he give? What is true of the person who violates this command?



[bookmark: _Hlk143197107]	a.	According to verse 11, what role does a believer wrongly assume when slandering a fellow believer, and what duty does she neglect?



2.	To whom is James referring in verse 12, and what is true about Him in this verse? What conclusion can be drawn in light of this fact?



3.	Dig Deeper: In this book, James frequently calls his readers “brothers,” as he does in verse 11. List 2–3 other passages that discuss how believers are to treat one another.



	a.	What is the difference between sinful judgment and righteous discernment or biblical confrontation of sin? Why is humility essential in how we evaluate others? Use Scripture to support your answer.



[bookmark: _Hlk143197257]Day Four
[bookmark: _Hlk145509758][bookmark: _Hlk143197403]James 4:13–15 — The Evidence of Humility: Do Not Presume 
[bookmark: _Hlk145509775]1.	What topic does James address in verses 13–15, and what is his tone? Is there a clear command in these verses? If so, what is it?




2.	What assumptions about the future are reflected in verse 13, and how does James expose the flaw in this way of thinking in verse 14? 



[bookmark: _Hlk143197412]3.	What does the “vapor” metaphor in verse 14 convey about the nature of human life? How can meditating on this truth cultivate a heart of humility? 



[bookmark: _Hlk143197439]4.	According to James 4:15, what attitude should characterize a believer’s approach to life and planning? Give an example of a time when the Lord helped you think this way in a specific circumstance.



	a.	List 2–3 practical ways that believers can humbly make plans while still pursuing wisdom, diligence, and responsibility in life’s affairs.


Day Five
James 4:16–17 — The Evidence of Humility: Knowing Right and Doing Right 
1. In James 4:16, what is James condemning, and why?



	a.	Find 2–3 other passages of Scripture that also address this sinful attitude and behavior.



2.	Based on the context of these verses, to what sin is James referring in verse 17? Can this same truth be applied to other sins? Explain your answer.



3.	Review James 4 and summarize the tests of faith James presents in this chapter.



4.	Heart Check: Looking back over James 4, where do you most clearly see pride in your own life? What is one thing you need to stop doing, or one thing you need to start doing, to honor the Lord in that specific area this week?



________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Cammy Scott	April 29, 2026

I.  Stop the War  — James 4:1–6

II.  Roadmap to Humility  — James 4:7–10

III.  Stop Playing God — James 4:11–17




Additional Resources:

· The Danger of Being a Friend of the World, Part 1 and 2 – James 4:1–6
John MacArthur, February 15, 1987
https://www.gty.org/sermons/59–22/the–danger–in–being–a–friend–of–the–world–part–1 

· Drawing Near to God, Part 1 and 2 – James 4:7–10
John MacArthur, March 8, 1987
https://www.gty.org/sermons/59–24/drawing–near–to–god–part–1 

· The Blasphemous Sin of Defaming Others, Part 1 and 2 – James 4:11–12
John MacArthur, April 27, 1987
https://www.gty.org/sermons/59–26/the–blasphemous–sin–of–defaming–others–part–1 

· Responding to the Will of God – James 4:13–17
John MacArthur, May 10, 1987
https://www.gty.org/sermons/59–28/responding–to–the–will–of–god 
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