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Introduction: “A truth that James emphasizes in this text and that the Word of God teaches throughout is that what we do reveals who we are. That truth, of course, is on the deepest and most important level possible. James is not speaking simply of beliefs and intentions in general but of the foundational belief of saving faith. The genuineness of a profession of Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord is evidenced more by what a person does than by what he claims. A person who professes Christ but who does not live a Christ-honoring, Christ-obeying life is a fraud.”
John MacArthur
The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, James, p. 119

Prayer Focus: Pray that the Spirit would give you a living and active faith, evident through your devotion to the Lord, and eager to love others in tangible ways.
Our memory passage for this week is James 1:21–22:
Therefore, laying aside all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, 
in gentleness receive the implanted word, which is able to save your souls. 
But become doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves. (LSB)


Day One
Read James 2 — The Principle of Partiality
1.	Read James 2 and list repeated or key words and phrases, comparisons, contrasts, commands, questions, or other observations about the text.



2.	With what instruction does James begin this chapter in verse 1? How does the way this is phrased show the seriousness of this command? Find one or two other passages in Scripture that emphasize the same point.



	a.	How do Romans 2:11 and Ephesians 6:5–9 deepen your understanding of this principle?



3.	Examine your own life and confess to the Lord any favoritism or partiality you show to others. What qualities or characteristics should you put on instead?



Day Two
Read James 2:2–7 — The Royal Law
1.	Summarize the partiality exhibited towards the rich man and the poor man in James 2:2–3.



2.	How does verse 4 clarify the meaning of personal favoritism?



3.	What similarities or differences are there between James’s words in verse 5 and Paul’s teaching in
	1 Corinthians 1:26–29?







4.	How does James expose the inconsistency of favoritism in James 2:6–7?



5.	How do Leviticus 19:9–10, Proverbs 17:5, 21:13, and 28:27 provide additional information about God’s provision and protection for the poor?



Day Three
Read James 2:8–13 — Evidence of Faith
1.	Using your Bible study notes or another resource (not AI), what is the “royal law” mentioned in James 2:8–11, and how does it relate to partiality?



2.	Why would James compare partiality to adultery and murder—two of the most serious external sins, for which the penalty under the Law is death? (Your Bible study notes may also be helpful for this question.)



3.	From verses 12–13, how should the reality of future judgment shape the way believers speak and act now? Prayerfully consider whether your personal treatment of others demonstrates the genuineness of your faith.



Day Four
Read James 2:14–19 — Faith Without Proof
1.	What two questions did James ask in verse 14? How do those questions connect with James’s earlier comments about life in the church?



2.	What hypothetical illustration does James use in verses 15–16 to follow his rhetorical questions in verse 14, and how does it answer those questions?



	a.	How is James showing the futility of faith without works through this illustration?



3.	What does verse 17 say is true of professed faith when it is not accompanied by good works?



4.	What hypothetical conversation is James describing in verse 18? How is genuine faith made visible, or proven according to this line of reasoning?



5.	According to verse 19, what is true about demons, and how does James use this fact to highlight his point that faith without works is useless?



Day Five
Read James 2:20–26 — Genuine Faith
1.	How does James address the one who says he can have faith without works, and what point is he making?



2.	From James 2:21–23, what example does James use to illustrate that faith and works work together? How does that example support James’s point?



	a.	Dig Deeper: Trace Abraham’s faith through the narrative in Genesis 12:1–4; 13:14–17; 14:17–24; 15:1–6; 17:1–11, 23–24; 18:9–19; 21:1–8. At what point did God declare Abraham to be righteous?



3.	What additional example does James use in verse 25 to illustrate faith in action? According to Joshua 2; 6:17, 22–23; and Hebrews 11:31, how did this woman show the genuineness of her faith?



4.	From verse 26, what comparison completes James’s teaching on faith and works? Summarize his main point in verses 14–16.



5.	Heart Check: Do your actions reflect genuine faith, or could your faith be dead because it isn’t producing love, mercy, or obedience? If you are a believer, are there areas in your daily life where you claim to trust God but fail to obey Him? Confess that to the Lord, ask for His strength to help you grow in these areas, and write down one or two practical ways to do that.



6.	Dig Deeper (Optional): Dr. MacArthur wrote a blog post on “Faith That Works,” available on the Grace to You website at https://www.gty.org/blogs/B190114/faith-that-works.

With this post on the God-ordained relationship between faith and works as context, if you are a believer, what were some of the first fruits of your faith that you saw when you were saved? Has there been fruit in your life more recently as evidence of your faith in Christ? What changes need to be made to better align your profession of faith with your daily life?

If you have not yet committed your life to the Lord, consider whether you might be relying on external works to curry favor with God or others. What is holding you back from turning to Christ as your Savior?





________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Lynne Brown	                                                                                                                                                                 April 15, 2026


No Favor in Favoritism

I.     God Is Not Partial / Mercy Triumphs Over Judgment (James 2:1–13)
II.     Showing Faith By Your Works / Faith Without Works Is Dead (James 2:14–26)

Additional Resources

· The Evil of Favoritism in the Church, Part 1, 2, and 3 – James 2:4–13 
John MacArthur, October 26, 1986  
https://www.gty.org/sermons/59-12/the-evil-of-favoritism-in-the-church-part-1  

· Dead Faith – James 2:14–20 
John MacArthur, November 23, 1986 
https://www.gty.org/sermons/59-15/dead-faith  

· Living Faith – James 2:21–26 
John MacArthur, November 30, 1986 
https://www.gty.org/sermons/59-16/living-faith 
 
· The Lordship of Christ Blog Series – James 2 
John MacArthur, April 22, 2016 
https://www.gty.org/blogs/series/BS170/the–lordship–of–christ  
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