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Introduction:
“With chapter 16 Paul makes a radical change from the doctrinal to the practical. After discussing the resurrection in great detail (all of chapter 15), he ends the letter with several exhortations in regard to giving, doing the Lord’s work, faithful living, and love within the Christian fellowship. He brings us rather abruptly from the future life back to the present life. Yet the life to come is far from unrelated to living here and now. Whenever God gives us a glimpse of the end times or of heaven it is always for the purpose of helping us live more faithfully on earth.”
					          					   John MacArthur
          The MacArthur New Testament Commentary: 1 Corinthians, 449

Prayer Focus: Considering our glorious future with Christ and His people, pray for the Lord to help you remain faithful in this life, zealous for good works, and joyfully awaiting the coming of Christ—maranatha!
Our memory passage for this week is 1 Corinthians 13:13:
“But now abide faith, hope, love—these three; but the greatest of these is love.” (LSB)





Day One
Read 1 Corinthians 16:1–9 — Service in Christ’s Global Church
1.	In verses 1–4, what act of service were the Corinthians to undertake, and to whom was it a benefit? See also Romans 15:25–27.



	a.	How does this display the priorities and principles Paul had already taught in the preceding chapters? 			Use Scripture to support your answer.



	b.	How is this same care for believers evident in the church today? What are some specific ways that we can 
tangibly care for those in our church who are financially in need?



2.	According to verses 5–8, what were Paul’s travel plans, and what attitudes are evident in how he spoke of these plans?



3.	What does Paul declare in verse 9, and how might it seem contradictory? What other verses provide confidence in the sovereignty of God and the advancement of His purposes despite opposition?



Day Two
Read 1 Corinthians 16:10–18 — Gospel Ministers
1.	How did Paul instruct the Corinthians to receive Timothy, and what does he note regarding Apollos in verses 10–12? Why do you think this was necessary in each case?



2.	What five imperatives does Paul give in verses 13–14?



	a.	Why are these actions necessary for the believer? How might these qualities be strengthened in your own life?



3.	From verses 15–18, what did Paul urge the Corinthians to do, and why?



	a.	How are the principles in these verses—for both leaders and non–leaders—present in your life today?



Day Three
Read 1 Corinthians 16:19–24 — The Importance of the Resurrection
1.	From verses 19–21, which people or groups sent greetings to the Corinthians? 



2.	What does this exchange teach us about the community of believers in the early church? How does that relate to the church today?



3.	Define the word “accursed” in verse 22.



	a.	Find two or three other Scriptures that further explain Paul’s declaration.



	b.	Considering this reality and Paul’s prayer of “maranatha,” what should be our response right now 				towards those who do not love God?



4.	Summarize Paul’s sentiment and priorities seen in verses 23–24. How does that encourage or convict you personally?



Day Four
Selected Scriptures — Reflections on 1 Corinthians, Part 1
1.	Skim the chapters of 1 Corinthians and write a five-to-seven-word title for each chapter.

	Chapter
	Major Point / Chapter Title

	1
	

	2
	

	3
	

	4
	

	5
	

	6
	

	7
	

	8
	

	9
	

	10
	

	11
	

	12
	

	13
	

	14
	

	15
	

	16
	



Day Five
Selected Scriptures — Reflections on 1 Corinthians, Part 2
1.	How would you summarize and explain the book of 1 Corinthians to someone who has never read it?



2.	What would we lose or miss if we did not have the book of 1 Corinthians in the Bible (in other words, what is the unique contribution of 1 Corinthians)?



3.	How has your knowledge and love of Christ and His church been strengthened through this study? Be specific.



4.	After reflecting on all that God has taught you from 1 Corinthians, take a few moments to write out a prayer of thanksgiving to the Lord for His revelation.





Abner Chou	March 18, 2026



Additional Resources:

· God’s Plan for Giving Sermon Series – Selected Scriptures & 1 Cor. 16:1-4
John MacArthur, Various Dates
https://www.gty.org/sermons/series/123/gods-plan-for-giving 

· Marks of a Healthy Church Sermon Series – Selected Scriptures & 1 Cor. 16:5-12
John MacArthur, Various Dates
https://www.gty.org/sermons/series/194/marks-of-a-healthy-church 

· Principles for Powerful Living – 1 Cor. 16:13-14
John MacArthur, December 4, 1977
https://www.gty.org/sermons/1888/principles-for-powerful-living

· Love in the Fellowship, Part 1 – 1 Cor. 16:14-18
John MacArthur, December 11, 1977
https://www.gty.org/sermons/1889/love-in-the-fellowship-part-1 

· Love in the Fellowship, Part 2 – 1 Cor. 16:19-24
John MacArthur, December 18, 1977
https://www.gty.org/sermons/1890/love-in-the-fellowship-part-2 
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