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Introduction:
“Now, my friends, I ask you, if [you] consider the spirituality of the law, the perfection it requires, and its unflinching severity, are you prepared to take away the sting of death in your own persons? Can you hope to overcome sin yourselves? Can you trust that, by some righteous works, you may yet cancel your guilt? If you think so, go, O foolish one, go! O madman, go! work out thine own salvation with fear and trembling, without the God that worketh in thee…but know it will be a dream with an awful awakening, for as a dream when one [awakes] will he despise alike your image and your righteousness. ‘The strength of sin is the law.’”
Charles H. Spurgeon, May 10, 1873
The Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit, Volume 19
https://www.spurgeon.org/resource–library/sermons/thoughts–on–the–last–battle

Prayer Focus: Praise the Lord, believer, that you are spiritually alive by the power of Christ’s resurrection! Pray that you will walk in a manner worthy of your calling and fulfill every good pleasure for goodness and the work of faith with power so that the name of our Lord Jesus will be glorified in you, and you in Him (2 Thess. 1:11–12).
Our memory passage for this week is 1 Corinthians 13:12:
“For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part,
but then I will know fully just as I also have been fully known.” (LSB)


Day One
Read 1 Corinthians 15:35–58 — The Resurrection Body
1.	As we begin the study of the second half of 1 Corinthians 15, review the first part of the chapter and summarize what encouraged you.



2.	Read verses 35–58 and consider the repeated or key words or phrases, comparisons and contrasts, commands, questions, and lists. Then, in one sentence, summarize Paul’s point in this section.



3. 	Based on the questions Paul poses in verse 35, what doubts may have been expressed by some members of the Corinthian church? What is the overall tone of Paul’s answer to these questions in verses 36–40?



4.	What three illustrations from creation did Paul use to address skeptics in verses 37–41?



5.	In verses 42–44, what point was Paul making by using examples from nature?



6.	Complete the chart below to compare the believer’s earthly and resurrected bodies.


	
	It is sown…
	It is raised…

	a.   15:42

	
	

	b.   5:43a
	
	

	

	

	It is sown…
	It is raised…

	
c.   15:43b
	
	

	
d.   15:44

	
	



Day Two
Read 1 Corinthians 15:37–49 — Before and After
1.	In verses 45–48, what information is provided about the following?

	a.	The first man, Adam (See also Genesis 1:26–27; 2:7 and 20.)



	b.	The last Adam (Jesus Christ)



	c.	Those who are from the earth, or earthly (believers in Jesus Christ)



2.	In light of the truths in verses 42–49, how should believers view their physical life on earth? Find one or two other passages in Scripture that support your answer, and share them with your group.



Day Three
Read 1 Corinthians 15:50–53 — The Believer’s Inheritance
1.	How does Paul address the Corinthians in verse 50 and again in 58, and what does his tone communicate?



	a.	According to verse 50, who cannot inherit God’s kingdom, and why? What does this fact reinforce about the resurrection?



2.	What euphemism for “death” did Paul use in verse 51, and what did he teach will not happen to some believers?



	a.	From verses 51–53, what did Paul reveal will certainly happen to all believers? Explain how this truth connects to verses 35–49.



3.	Spend time thinking and praying about these future realities, then write down several ways these truths encourage you.



Day Four
Read 1 Corinthians 15:54–57 — Victory in Jesus!
1.	According to verses 54–56, what transformation for believers is reiterated, and which Old Testament promises will be fulfilled? See Isaiah 25:6–9 and Hosea 13:14.



	a.	How can the truths from these verses change your perspective on the trials you face today?



2.	From 1 Corinthians 15:56, what do you learn about sin and its relationship to the law of God?



3.	According to verse 57, how did Paul respond to these truths about sin, death, and victory in Jesus? How can you practically follow his example?



Day Five
Read 1 Corinthians 15:58 — Closing Commands
1.	As Paul brings his letter to a close, what transitional word does he use in verse 58, and what does it imply about the commands that follow?



2.	List and define the first two qualities commanded in verse 58.



3.	What is Paul’s next command in verse 58?



	a.	Consider the context of the entire letter and other instructions Paul gave the Corinthians, including 1:10; 
	4:5; 5:6–8; 6:7–8; 7:10–11; 9:24; 10:6–8, 31; and 14:1. How would the Corinthians’ obedience in these areas require them to be steadfast and immovable?



4.	At the end of this chapter, what motivating truth did Paul want the Corinthians to keep in mind as they obeyed these commands?



	a.	As you meditate on verse 58, list several practical steps you can take to excel even more in your steadfast, immovable obedience. Take time now to pray for God’s grace to enable you to think rightly and to abound in the Lord’s works for His glory.





Nathan LeMaster	March 11, 2026
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Additional Resources

· The End Is Not the End Sermon Series – 1 Cor. 15:29–58
John MacArthur, October–November 2016
https://www.gty.org/sermons/series/341/the–end–is–not–the–end
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