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Introduction:
“God has done something radical in history by sending his Son Jesus to be born, to live, to die on the cross, to be raised from the dead, to be seated in glory, and then to come in glory to reign forever on this earth. It is this whole message that drives all that Paul has been teaching. It is belief in this view of the world, a world in which Christ is Lord of all and in which God calls people to himself ‘in Christ,’ that must guide the way believers live and think and worship.”
Paul Gardner
1 Corinthians: Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament, p. 644

Prayer Focus: Consider the meaning, hope, and joy that the resurrection of Jesus offers for all who are in Christ. Praise the Lord for this reality and pray for opportunities to share this truth with others.
Our memory passage for this week is 1 Corinthians 13:11:
“When I was a child, I used to speak like a child, think like a child, reason like a child. 
When I became a man, I did away with childish things.” (LSB)




Day One
Read 1 Corinthians 15:1–8 — The Importance of the Gospel Message
1.	Read 1 Corinthians 15:1–34 and list repeated or key words and phrases, comparisons, contrasts, commands, questions, or other observations about the text.



2.	In verses 1–2, how did Paul describe the gospel that he shared with the Corinthians? What were the expected elements of their participation?



3.	According to verses 3–4, what are the key components of the gospel message? Why is it important to prioritize these truths when sharing Christ with others?



a.	How is the importance of Scripture emphasized in these verses? Identify one or two related texts that Paul might have had in mind when he wrote this.



4.	From verses 5–8, who saw the risen Christ? Why is this important for Paul to note, and how does it encourage you?



5.	Consider the great heritage of the unchanging, saving gospel message. How can you “hold fast” to the good news, and faithfully share it with others? See Hebrews 12:1–3.



Day Two
Read 1 Corinthians 15:9–11 — The Transformation by the Gospel Message
1.	From 1 Corinthians 15:9–10 and Acts 9:1–16, summarize Paul’s conversion and his initial interaction with Jesus.


	a.	What internal and external transformations took place in Paul, and who was responsible for them?



	b.	Why was it essential to Paul’s apostolic authority to have seen Jesus?



2.	Do you think Paul is boasting when he says in verse 10 that he “labored even more than all of them?” Use Scripture to support your answer.



3.	Heart Check: Verse 11 relates the ongoing gospel proclamation of the apostles. If you are a Christian, take time to reflect on your conversion and God’s amazing mercy in saving you. What is one specific thing you can strive to do—by the grace of God—to labor in gospel advancement?



Day Three
Read 1 Corinthians 15:12–19 — The Importance of the Resurrection
1.	In verses 12–13, what inconsistency does Paul highlight in the teachings of “some among” the Corinthians?



2.	Verses 14–19 detail the dire consequences if Jesus Christ had not been raised from the dead. Complete the chart below and reflect on the profound implications of the resurrection.

	
	Consequence if Christ had NOT been raised from the dead
	Implication since Christ HAS been raised from the dead

	
Preaching the Gospel (v. 14)

	
	

	Faith in Christ (v. 14)
	
	

	Witness of God’s Work (v. 15)
	
	

	Faith in Christ/Forgiveness (v. 17)
	
	

	Fate of Dead Christians (v. 18)
	
	

	Hope of Christians (v. 19)
	
	



3.	In your own words, explain why the resurrection of Jesus matters.








Day Four
Read 1 Corinthians 15:20–28 — The Hope of the Resurrection
1.	In verse 20, how does Paul transition from the previous section of hypothetical comparisons?



2.	What idea is conveyed by Christ’s resurrection as the “first fruits” of the dead?



3.	How do verses 21–22 contrast Adam and Jesus? See Romans 5:12–19.



4.	What do verses 23–28 teach about the future of believers, the reign of Christ, and the kingdom of God?



	a.	Find two or three other passages of Scripture that describe these events. How can you grow in your anticipation of and rejoicing in this future reality?



Day Five
Read 1 Corinthians 15:29–34 — The Implications of the Resurrection
Note: The interpretation of verse 29 is among the most difficult in all Scripture. However, it does not contradict Scripture’s teaching that baptism is an act of obedience by a Christian, not an act that saves. Paul seems once again to be pointing out that the gospel witness of believers—through which many were saved—is meaningless without the resurrection.

1.	What questions does Paul raise in verses 29–32?



2.	According to verse 32, what would be the natural conclusion if there is no resurrection of the dead?



	a.	Consider those in your own life who do not have hope in the resurrection, and spend time praying for them to come to saving faith in Christ and experience the hope of eternal life.



3.	In verse 33, what common expression does Paul use to warn his readers against being deceived? How would you explain this concept to a new believer?



4.	In light of the truth in verse 33, what imperatives does Paul give in verse 34?





	a.	What does it mean to be “sober-minded?” What does this look like in your life, and how can you grow in that?



Dr. Nathan LeMaster	February 25, 2026


Additional Resources:

· Paul’s Gospel Essentials – 1 Cor. 15
John MacArthur, March 2017
https://www.gty.org/blogs/series/BS184/pauls-gospel-essentials 

· The Reality of Resurrection, Part 1 – Selected Scriptures
John MacArthur, August 28, 2016
https:/www.gty.org/sermons/90-491/the-reality-of-resurrection-part-1 

· The Reality of Resurrection, Part 2 – 1 Cor. 15:1-5
John MacArthur, September 4, 2016
https://www.gty.org/sermons/90-492/the-reality-of-resurrection-part-2 

· The Reality of Resurrection, Part 3 – 1 Cor. 15:12-19
John MacArthur, September 11, 2016
https://www.gty.org/sermons/90-493/the-reality-of-resurrection-part-3 

· The Program of the Resurrection – 1 Cor. 15:20-28
John MacArthur, September 25, 2016
https://www.gty.org/sermons/90-494/the-program-of-the-resurrection 

· What Resurrection Means for You – 1 Cor. 15:29-34
John MacArthur, October 16, 2016
https://www.gty.org/sermons/90-495/what-resurrection-means-for-you 
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