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Introduction: “There is always a theological reason to do what we are called to do... [Paul] uses the first twenty–five verses of 1 Corinthians 14 to lay the doctrinal foundation for the exhortations of verses 26–40. The primary emphasis of verses 26–40 is that the biblical procedure for the use of languages is to be systematic and orderly, according to divine pattern—contrary to the confused way in which the Corinthian believers seemed to do everything.”
John MacArthur
The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, 1 Corinthians, p. 385
 
Prayer Focus: Pray that your study this week would guide your understanding so that love, order, and edification mark your life.
Our memory passage for this week is 1 Corinthians 13:10
 
“But when the perfect comes, the partial will be done away.”  (LSB)


Day One
Read 1 Corinthians 14 — The Command for Corporate Worship
1.	Read 1 Corinthians 14:26–40 and list five to seven repeated or key words and phrases, comparisons, contrasts, commands, questions, or any other observations from the text.



2.	In 1 Corinthians 14:26, what question did Paul ask, and what was his point in this verse?



	a.	What parts of corporate worship are mentioned, and what command governs all aspects of worship?



3.	According to 1 Corinthians 8:1 and 10:23, what are other elements of edification or building up in the church?



	a.	Paul often addresses other elements to the building up of one another in his other epistles. How do the following verses deepen your understanding of practical edification in the church? See Romans 14:19, Ephesians 4:29, Philippians 2:4, and Colossians 4:6.



Day Two
Read 1 Corinthians 14:26–33 — Instruction to End the Chaos
1.	In 1 Corinthians 14:26–32, what problems were present in the Corinthian church?



	a.	What do these problems reveal about the attitudes or motives of individuals in the Corinthian church?



2.	In verses 27–28, what four specific instructions does Paul give regarding the use of tongues in church gatherings?





3.	In verses 29–32, what four specific instructions does Paul give regarding the use of prophecy in the church?



	a.	How does Paul’s instruction for prophecy functionally differ from his instruction for tongues?



4.	How do these instructions from verses 27–32 protect the command in verse 26?



5.	Dig Deeper: Each EWG attendee was given Pastor MacArthur’s booklet, “Are the Gifts for Today?” Skim the booklet and summarize its main point, then briefly explain why those gifts are not for today.



Day Three
Read 1 Corinthians 14:33a — God of Peace
1.	According to 1 Corinthians 14:33a, why should believers in the church maintain order in worship?



2.	How does James 3:14–16 help explain why confusion cannot come from God?



	a.	From James 3:17–18, describe the wisdom from above, which is the opposite of confusion.



3.	How is the God of peace revealed and experienced in the lives of believers through 2 Thessalonians 3:16 and Hebrews 13:20–21?



4.	Why is Paul’s statement in 1 Corinthians 14:33 important in the context of corporate worship? How do verses 23 and 26 support this emphasis?



5.	Heart Check: Do you come to corporate worship reflecting God’s peace? Ask the Lord to reveal any selfish motives, impatience, or desire for attention, and show you how to edify others and reflect His divine order.



Day Four
Read 1 Corinthians 14:33b–36 — All Things Proper and Orderly, Part 1
NOTE: “The second half of verse 33 seems to fit best with verse 34. … Paul was emphasizing the fact that the principle of women’s not speaking in church services was not local, geographical, or cultural, but universal.” 
John MacArthur,
The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, 1 Corinthians, p. 392

1.	According to Genesis 1:26–27, 2:18–24, and 3:16, what is the instruction for women? How does that connect with 1 Corinthians 14:34?



2.	From this text and 1 Corinthians 11:2–16, summarize Paul’s explanation of God’s designed order and authority.



	a.	Paul gave a similar instruction on this topic in 1 Timothy 2:11–14. What is Paul’s argument for God’s design in this text?



3.	In 1 Corinthians 14:35, where and to whom are women to go when they have questions about spiritual matters?



	a.	What does this imply about husbands? From your own experience, what is the temptation for a woman when she feels her husband may have failed in this area? What truths from Scripture can help women resist this temptation?



4.	What point is Paul making through his sarcastic questions in verse 36?



5.	Heart Check: This is for your personal consideration only and not to share with your group. Many women struggle to submit to God’s prescribed authority in their churches and homes. Where do you see this kind of rebellious attitude in your life? Ask the Lord to reveal those areas in which you still need to grow in your submission to Him, and commit to do that.



Day Five
Read 1 Corinthians 14:37–40 — All Things Proper and Orderly, Part 2
1. Who is Paul addressing in 1 Corinthians 14:37, and what should be the test of whether someone is truly spiritual? How do 1 John 4:6 and 2 Corinthians 10:7 help define the mark of someone who truly knows God?



2.	What is the warning in verse 38 for those who refuse to recognize Paul’s apostolic authority?



3.	In your own words, summarize Paul’s point in verses 39–40.



4.	Heart Check: Paul has emphasized the need for order throughout this passage. Consider the man–centered chaos that dominates large portions of the visible church today. Write a brief prayer, asking the Lord to help you mortify any attraction to man–centered worship and, instead, to cultivate a love for that which glorifies Him alone.






Lynne Brown	February 18, 2026

I.   Take Your Turn     (1 Corinthians 14:26–33)
II.   Hold Your Peace     (1 Corinthians 14:34–36)
III.   All Things Proper and Orderly    (1 Corinthians 14:37–40)
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Additional Resources:

· Speaking in Tongues Sermon Series – 1 Cor. 13:8–14:40
John MacArthur, January–July 1977
https://www.gty.org/sermons/series/102/speaking–in–tongues 

· Does the Bible Permit a Woman to Preach? – 1 Cor. 14:33–38
John MacArthur, November 3, 2019
https://www.gty.org/sermons/81–56/does–the–bible–permit–a–woman–to–preach
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