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Introduction:
“I believe God has blessed Grace Church because it has made a priority of proclaiming the Word of God. We don’t just talk about the Bible; we teach it…That’s our commitment; that’s our function. It isn’t just my job to proclaim the Word; it’s everyone’s job! Some people are gifted to preach and teach, but we’re all to proclaim the Word.”
John MacArthur
The Master’s Plan for the Church, Moody Press, 1991, p. 38

Prayer Focus: Pray that the Word of God would dwell in you richly so that you will love it, put it into practice, and gladly proclaim it to others this week.
Our memory passage for this week is 1 Corinthians 13:9:
“For we know in part and we prophesy in part,” (LSB)



Day One
Read 1 Corinthians 14:1–25 — Pursue Love
1.	As you read 1 Corinthians 14:1–25, record five to seven repeated or key words and phrases, comparisons and contrasts, commands, questions, lists, or other observations from the text.



2.	In your own words, summarize the main theme of 14:1–25. What connections do you see between this theme and the ones Paul addressed earlier in this letter?



3.	Define the verb “pursue” as it is used in 14:1. What should believers in Jesus pursue as they use their spiritual gifts in the church?



	a.	Find two or three other passages in Scripture that call believers to prioritize love in their service to God and others. Be prepared to share them with your group.



Day Two
Read 1 Corinthians 14:2–6 — Earnestly Desire Spiritual Gifts
1.	After the command to pursue love in verse 1, Paul said, “yet earnestly desire spiritual gifts…” Review chapter 12 and record two or three things you learned about the purpose of the gifts God gives to each believer.



	a.	Which gift does Paul say the Corinthians were to especially desire? Reviewing your notes or the handout you received on spiritual gifts, define what this gift involves.



2.	From verse 2, what is true about a person who is speaking in a language that neither he nor those around him can understand?






3.	How many times is the verb “to edify” used in 14:3–5? From these verses, what makes prophecy a more useful gift than speaking in different tongues miraculously?



4.	According to verse 6 and the surrounding context, what is the implied answer to Paul’s question, “what will I profit you…?”



Day Three
Read 1 Corinthians 14:7–13 — Pursue Meaning
1. 	As Paul continues to defend his assertion that prophecy is more desirable than supernaturally speaking in tongues, what illustration does he use in verse 9, and what point is he making?


2.	From verses 10 and 11, what truths about the diverse sounds and languages in the world did Paul highlight?



3.	What command did Paul give in verse 12, and what is his stated reason for giving it?



	a.	Explain the connection between 1 Corinthians 13:1 and 1 Corinthians 14:1–12. 



4.	In verse 13, what command was given to those in the Corinthian church who were speaking in tongues, and why?



Day Four
Read 1 Corinthians 14:14–19 — Speak with Your Mind 
1.	Based on verses 14–17, what would result if Paul or the Corinthians, through supernatural utterance, offered prayers, blessings, or thanksgiving in other languages? What would be lacking in this type of ministry?



	a.	Dig Deeper: Find one or two other passages of Scripture that speak to the importance of engaging our minds in worship, service, and love for God and share them with your group.



2.	From verses 18 and 19, what did Paul say was more important to him than using the gift of tongues in the church service, and why?



	a.	List two or three ways that your mind is engaged and edified during your church worship services.


Day Five
Read 1 Corinthians 14:20–25 — Let Them Know God Is Among You
1.	From 1 Corinthians 14:20 and Jeremiah 4:22, what three commands did Paul give to the brethren, and how are they related?



	a.	Dig Deeper: Where else in 1 Corinthians has Paul referred to infants, children, and the mature? What connection exists between these passages?



2.	In verses 21 and 22, Paul loosely quotes Isaiah 28:11–12. Based on this Old Testament passage and these verses in 1 Corinthians, what was the predicted response of unbelievers who heard believers speaking in foreign tongues?



	a.	Also from verse 22, who benefits when the gift of prophecy is exercised? How do verses 21–22 strengthen Paul’s argument in this section?



3.	Using the table below, describe the two scenarios Paul proposes in 14:23–25. Which is more effective?

	
	
1 Corinthians 14:23
	1 Corinthians 14:24–25
 (Isaiah 45:14, Zechariah 8:23)

	
a. What the church does


	
	

	
b. Who enters


	
	

	
c. What results


	
	



4.	Heart Check: As you meditate on the power of the Word of God to save souls and change lives, pray for your own heart to be sensitive to the preaching and teaching of God’s Word. Pray for unbelievers who visit your church to hear and understand the Word preached, be convicted of their sins, and worship God from new hearts and minds.




________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Brian Biedebach										 February 11, 2026
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Additional Resources

· God Is Not the Author of Confusion Article – 1 Cor. 14
John MacArthur, November 16, 2018
https://www.gty.org/blogs/B181116/god–is–not–the–author–of–confusion 

· Speaking in Tongues Sermon Series – 1 Cor. 13:8–14:40
John MacArthur, January–July 1977
https://www.gty.org/sermons/series/102/speaking–in–tongues
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