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Introduction:
“The grace of charity, or love, of which so much is most admirably spoken in this chapter, is absolutely essential to true godliness…Such a comely grace can never grow out of our fallen nature. Shall such a clean thing as this be brought out of an unclean? This glorious salvation unto pure love must be grasped by faith, and wrought in us by the operation of the Spirit of God.”
Charles Spurgeon
www.spurgeongems.org, Sermon #1617, Sept. 4, 1881

Prayer Focus: If you are a believer, pray that the love of God, poured out in your heart by the Holy Spirit (Romans 5:5), would be expressed in both your words and your deeds to the glory of God in the church. If you have not yet been cleansed from your sins, pray for the faith to receive this glorious salvation so freely offered to you in Christ. Only then will you have the power to truly love God and others.
Our memory passage for this week is 1 Corinthians 13:8:
“Love never fails, but if there are gifts of prophecy, they will be done away; 
if there are tongues, they will cease; if there is knowledge, it will be done away.” (LSB)



Day One
Read 1 Corinthians 13 — When Love Is Absent
1.	As you read 1 Corinthians 13, list five to seven observations from the text, including repeated words, commands, contrasts, and questions. 



2.	Summarize the main theme of Chapter 13. What connection do you see to the themes Paul previously addressed in this letter?



3.	NOTE: “The apostle was writing in general hypothetical terms. There is no biblical teaching of any special angelic language that people could learn to speak love.”
John MacArthur, The MacArthur Study Bible
Note on 1 Corinthians 13:1, p. 1525

Referring to 1 Corinthians 13:1–3, fill out the chart below:

	Verse
	Gifts/ Sacrifices 
	Missing Quality
	Result/Fruit

	a. Verse 1
	

	
	

	b. Verse 2
	

	
	

	c. Verse 3
	

	
	



4.	In your own words, what clear point was Paul making about spiritual gifts and service in the church in verses 1–3? How does this connect to his previous instruction in chapter 12?








Day Two
Read 1 Corinthians 13:4 — What Is Love? Part 1
1.	In verse 4, what positive qualities of love does Paul list? Define these terms and list their negative counterparts.



	a.	What are some practical outworkings of these positive attributes in a believer’s life?



2.	What three attitudes or actions did Paul say are not characteristic of love in verse 4? Define these terms and list their positive counterparts.



	a.	What are some practical ways believers can avoid these negative attitudes and actions in the church while cultivating the opposing positive virtues?



3.	Based on verse 4, find two or three other passages in Scripture that address the same qualities in the Christian life. How are these qualities evident in your life? Identify one or two specific ways you want to grow in these areas. Consider asking someone in your group to hold you accountable.



Day Three
Read 1 Corinthians 13:5–6 — What Is Love? Part 2
1.	From 13:5, what four attitudes or actions does Paul list that do not characterize love? Define these terms and list their positive counterparts.



	a.	What are some practical ways believers can avoid these negative attitudes and actions in the church while cultivating the opposing positive virtues?



2.	From verse 6, in your own words, explain the contrast between the unloving and loving attitudes listed.



	a.	What are some practical ways believers can practice this aspect of love in the church?



3. 	Based on verses 5–6, what are two or three other passages of Scripture that address the same qualities in the Christian life? How are these qualities evident in your life? Identify one or two specific ways you want to grow in these areas. Consider asking someone in your group to hold you accountable.



Day Four
Read 1 Corinthians 13:7–8a— What Is Love? Part 3
1.	Meditating on verse 7, list three or four practical examples of what “all things” might encompass.



2.	Use verse 7 to fill in the chart below, and pray for these actions to continually increase in you!

	Love’s Positive Action
	Definition
	Opposite Negative Action

	a. 
	
	

	b. 
	
	

	c. 
	
	

	d. 
	
	



3.	What truth about love is stated at the beginning of verse 8? In one or two sentences, explain this truth in your own words.



Day Five
Read 1 Corinthians 13:8–13 — The Partial and the Perfect
1.	From verse 8, what things does Paul say are temporary and will come to an end?



2.	What contrast does Paul draw in verses 9 and 10? How does this contrast support his point in chapter 13?



3.	In verses 11–12, what spiritual reality did Paul compare to his own progression from childhood to manhood? When will believers in Christ reach the fullness described in these verses? See also 2 Corinthians 3:18, 1 Thessalonians 5:23–24, and 1 John 3:2–3.



4.	From 1 Corinthians 13:13, what qualities did Paul list that endure, or remain present and crucial, in the Christian life today? Define these terms. Which quality is the greatest and why?



5.	Heart Check: As you have studied the excellence and necessity of love throughout this chapter, what have you learned and what changes do you need to make? How do you need to grow in love? Pray right now for the Holy Spirit’s help in these things.



Mai Ackerman	February 4, 2026


I.   The Motive for Love     (1 Corinthians 13:1–3)

II.   The Manifestations of Love     (1 Corinthians 13:4–7)

III.   The Measure of Love    (1 Corinthians 13:8–13)



[image: A green and white logo

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
Winter 2026 • LESSON 14
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Additional Resources

· Love: The Greatest Thing – 1 Cor. 13:1–3
John MacArthur, August 22, 2010
https://www.gty.org/sermons/90–402/love–the–greatest–thing
· The Perfections of Love, Part 1 – 1 Cor. 13:4–7 
John MacArthur, August 29, 2010
https://www.gty.org/sermons/90–403/the–perfections–of–love–part–1 (Also part 2)
· The Persistence of Love, Part 1 – 1 Cor. 13:8–13 
John MacArthur, September 19, 2010
https://www.gty.org/sermons/90–405/the–persistence–of–love–part–1 (Also part 2)
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