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Introduction:
In the book, “Biblical Doctrine,” the following points provide helpful information on spiritual gifts. “1. Salvation is a free gift. 2. God’s Holy Spirit is a gift as a part of salvation. 3. Every believer has received a spiritual gift––spiritual in source and nature. 4. God’s will, not man’s, is the basis for who gets what gift. 5. Spiritual gifts are diverse, since of the several gift lists in the New Testament, no two are the same. 6. In the qualities desired for church leaders and mature believers, spiritual gifts are not emphasized. 7. The kind of spiritual gifts people are given do not necessarily indicate their level of spirituality.
John MacArthur and Dick Mayhue
Biblical Doctrine: A Systematic Summary of Bible Truth, p. 386

Prayer Focus: Throughout your study this week, thank God for His grace gifts to you and your fellow saints.
Our memory passage for this week is 1 Corinthians 13:7.
“…it bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.” (LSB)



Day One
Read 1 Corinthians 12 — Concerning Spiritual Gifts, Part 1
1.	From the entire passage in 1 Corinthians 12, record 5–7 repeated or key words and phrases, comparisons, contrasts, commands, questions, lists, or other observations you make from the text.



2.	In 12:1, what was Paul’s desire for the Corinthian church that is also true for believers today?



3.	Using a Bible dictionary or commentary, define the meaning of a “spiritual gift.”



4.	Why is it important for believers to understand spiritual gifts and their role in the church today?



Day Two
Read 1 Corinthians 12:2–6 — Concerning Spiritual Gifts, Part 2
1.	According to verse 2, what did Paul want the Corinthians to remember about their past?



2.	As implied in verse 3, who was now leading the Corinthian believers?



	a.	What will a person who is filled with the Holy Spirit never say? What will all true believers confess? See also 1 John 4:1–6.








3.	Refer to 1 Corinthians 12:4–6 to fill out the table below.

	
	Identify the key noun in each verse.
	
Define the term in each verse.
	Who is at work in each verse?

	
a.  12:4
	

	
	

	
b.  12:5
	

	
	

	c.  12:6
	

	
	


4.	Make a list of three to five ways believers serve one another in your church. Take time to pray and thank the Lord for His good gifts at work through others. How can you encourage them in that service?



Day Three
Read 1 Corinthians 12:7–11 — One Spirit, Various Gifts
1.	In verse 7, what is given, to whom, and why?



2.	In verses 8–11, who is the giver of each spiritual gift, and what does Paul emphasize about the source of these gifts?



3.	Considering Paul’s arguments in this section, why is it wrong for a believer to boast about her spiritual gifts? What should believers do instead?



Day Four
Read 1 Corinthians 12:12–21 — One Body, Many Members, Part 1
1.	What truth about the human body does Paul present in verse 12, and what comparison does he draw?



2. 	According to verse 13 and Galatians 3:27–28, what happens to every individual believer in Jesus at the time of spiritual rebirth, regardless of nationality or social status? How does this apply to you?



3.	What spiritual truth in 1 Corinthians 12:12 is repeated in verse 14? In your own words, summarize how Paul continues that example in verses 15–17, and summarize his hypothetical scenarios.







4.	How does Paul answer his own questions in verses 18–20?



5.	What other hypothetical scenario does Paul propose in verse 21 as he continues his illustration?



	a.	What point is Paul making with these illustrations? How can believers apply these lessons to their own unique service in the church? How can you apply these lessons to your service in the church?



Day Five
Read 1 Corinthians 12:22–24 — One Body, Many Members, Part 2
1.	In verses 22–24, what does Paul say is “much truer” about the body? Who designed the body to function this way?



2.	According to verses 25–26, what is the purpose of God’s intentional design and function of the human body? How does this imply that believers should consider the less visible spiritual gifts alongside the more prominent ones?



3.	In verse 27, Paul reiterates the point of his lengthy illustration. How does what Paul teaches about spiritual gifts relate to the themes he previously addressed in this letter?



[bookmark: _Hlk218868130]4.	Who is the giver of the gifts listed in verse 28? Which gifts listed here also appeared in verses 8–10, and which are unique to this list?

	NOTE: These lists are not exhaustive and are not intended to help believers determine their gifts. 



5.	From verses 29 and 30, what point was Paul making with his list of rhetorical questions?



6.	In verse 31, what is the “more excellent way” to which Paul is referring?

	NOTE: “In context, this could not mean that believers should desire the more prominent gifts when the whole chapter has just been confronting the fact that they have sinfully been doing just that…Therefore, this must be rendered not as an imperative…but…as an indicative (statement of fact): ‘You are desiring the showy gifts, wrongly.’”
The MacArthur Study Bible
Note on 1 Corinthians 12, p. 1525




7.	How has God used your study of 1 Corinthians 12 this week to teach you about Himself and deepen your understanding of your own service in the church?



Tom Patton	January 28, 2026
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Additional Resources

· Spiritual Gifts Sermon Series (14 sermons) – 1 Cor. 12
John MacArthur, May-October 1976
https://www.gty.org/sermons/series/100/spiritual-gifts

· A Case for Cessationism– Selected Scriptures
Tom Pennington, October 17, 2013
https://www.gty.org/sermons/TM13-7/a-case-for-cessationism-tom-pennington
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