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Introduction:
“The basic problem in the Corinthian church did not concern doctrine but morals, not theology but lifestyle. They were orthodox but not pure. They remembered and believed the cardinal truths about God’s nature and work, but they did not live godly lives. And so Paul praises them for their strengths before he again begins to correct their weaknesses.”
MacArthur, John (1984). 1 Corinthians (p. 252). Chicago: Moody Press.

Prayer Focus: Throughout your study this week, pray that you would honor God’s order and authority.
Our memory passage for this week is 1 Corinthians 13:6:
“…it does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth” (LSB)



Day One
Read 1 Corinthians 11 — Be Imitators
1.	As you read 1 Corinthians 11, list five to seven observations from the text, including repeated words, commands, contrasts, and questions. What are the two major topics Paul addresses in this chapter?



2.	How does 1 Corinthians 11:1 serve as a bridge between the previous chapters and what follows? 



3.	Using what you remember from earlier chapters of 1 Corinthians, list three to four attitudes, priorities, or behaviors that Paul wanted the Corinthian church to imitate.



4.	Heart Check: Reflect on our study of 1 Corinthians 4:16. Have you continued to seek out those who are faithful examples of following Christ? How are you intentionally imitating them? In what ways are you growing so that your life points others to Christ? Spend time in prayer, asking the Lord for relationships that glorify Him and spur you on towards godliness.



Day Two
Read 1 Corinthians 11:2–6 — Divine Order of Headship
Note: “Covering the head appears to have been a customary symbol of subordination in Corinthian society, as much of the ancient world.” MacArthur. 1 Corinthians (p. 256)
1.	For what did Paul commend the Corinthians in 1 Corinthians 11:2, and why was this important before he corrected them?



2.	According to verse 3, what three relationships did Paul use to explain the concept of headship, and what do these relationships reveal about God’s design? 



	a.	List 3 to 5 things that Ephesians 1:22 and Colossians 1:18 teach about God’s design for authority in His church.



3.	According to Ephesians 4:15, what is the responsibility of all believers under Christ’s authority in His church?



	a.	From Titus 2:3–4, and 1 Timothy 5:16, what are some responsibilities within the church that are given to women?



	b.	What roles were not given to women? See also 1 Corinthians 14:34 and 1 Timothy 2:12.



4.	In 1 Corinthians 11:4–6, what was the acceptable practice for men and women regarding covering their heads in church and how did this practice illustrate the order of authority in the church?



5.	How should the principles from verses 2–6 shape our attitudes and behavior in worship today? How can we continue to maintain the heart of submission and show outward evidence of it even when cultural expressions change?



Day Three
Read 1 Corinthians 11:7–16 — Divine Order of Headship in Creation and Nature
1.	What does Paul refer to in 1 Corinthians 11:7–10 that further illuminates God’s design for authority?



	a.	What does this reference have to do with head coverings?



	b.	Look up Genesis 1:26–27 and 2:18–24 and explain the God–given roles of men and women.



	c.	How did the fall in Genesis 3:16–17 invert that designed order?



	d.	In 1 Corinthians 11:10, Paul mentioned the angels, created beings who would have witnessed God’s creative work with mankind. How would a woman usurping a man’s authority grieve the heavenly host?



2.	How does 1 Corinthians 11:11–12 counter the world’s familiar misunderstanding of headship and authority?






3.	Paul appeals to the innate sense of what is natural and right in 1 Corinthians 11:13–15. How does this support his broader argument about gender roles and conduct?



4. According to verse 16 and the surrounding context, what is the orthodox view of men and women in the church? What dangers arise when individuals insist on being “contentious” about their role in the church?



5.	Heart Check: Reflect on whether you outwardly follow cultural expressions of submission. Does your heart match the outward expression? Spend time in prayer, seeking to honor the Lord in your personal submission.



Day Four
Read 1 Corinthians 11:17–26 — The Lord’s Supper, Part 1
Note: “The focal point of this evil was ‘the Lord’s Supper.’ The term deipnon (‘Supper’) was the normal word used for the evening meal. The addition of ‘the Lord’s’ gives it special and much greater significance. This was a genuine meal, where the church congregated to eat the ‘love feast,’ a meal followed by the Communion.” MacArthur 1 Corinthians (p. 269).

1.	What problems does Paul highlight in verses 17–19 before naming the specific topic of division in verse 20? How do these verses compare with his first appeal to them in 1 Corinthians 1:10?



	a.	From verse 19, what role does Paul say that factions had in the Corinthian church, and what did they reveal?



2.	According to 1 Corinthians 11:20–21, how were the Corinthians behaving when they gathered? How did their behavior undermine the Lord’s ordinance of communion?



3.	What does Paul’s rebuke in verse 22 reveal about how the Lord viewed the behavior of some in the Corinthian church? What other details about their behavior are revealed in this verse?



Day Five
Read 1 Corinthians 11:23–34 — The Lord’s Supper, Part 2
1.	According to 1 Corinthians 11:23–26, what are believers meant to remember and proclaim through communion?



	a.	How is communion both backward–looking and forward–looking, and how should this truth shape the tone and attitude of our participation?




2.	In 1 Corinthians 11:27–31, what does Paul call believers to do, and what is the danger of failing to do it?



3.	How does verse 32 affect the way we think about God’s correction and His purpose for the consequences in our lives?



4.	How would obedience to the instructions in 1 Corinthians 11:33–34 address the problems surrounding the Lord’s Supper in the Corinthian church?



5. 	How should believers, both personally and corporately, follow the instructions in verses 27–34 and prepare for communion so that it is a time of worship, unity, repentance, and hope?
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–Additional Resources

· The Subordination and Equality of Women – 1 Cor. 11:2–6 
John MacArthur, April 25, 1976 
https://www.gty.org/sermons/1844/the–subordination–and–equality–of–women 

· The Role of the Godly Woman – 1 Cor. 11:7–16 
John MacArthur, May 2, 1976 
https://www.gty.org/sermons/1845/the–role–of–the–godly–woman 

· The Celebration of the Lord’s Supper, Part 1 & 2
John MacArthur, May 9 and 16, 1976 
https://www.gty.org/sermons/1846/the–celebration–of–the–lords–supper–part–1  
https://www.gty.org/sermons/1847/the–celebration–of–the–lords–supper–part–2  
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