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Introduction: “The term ‘boast’ [9:15] refers to that in which one glories or to the basis of one’s glorying and carries the idea of rejoicing. It is a statement of sincere joy, not pride. Paul was genuinely overjoyed for the privilege of serving the Lord and did not want material support to rob him of it in any way.”
John MacArthur, Author and General Editor
MacArthur Study Bible, Notes on 1 Corinthians 9:15; p. 1519

Prayer Focus: Is it your ambition to be a soul winner? As you reflect on Paul’s commitment to gospel ministry this week, ask the Lord to give you greater resolve and flexibility in making Christ known to others.
Our memory passage for this week is 1 Corinthians 13:4:
Love is patient, love is kind, is not jealous, does not brag, is not puffed up. (LSB)



Day One
Read 1 Corinthians 9:1–27 — Paul’s Work in the Lord
1.	Using the chart below, record 2–3 things that you learn about each of the following topics from 			1 Corinthians 9:1–27.

	a.   Lord Jesus
	b.   The Gospel
	c.   Authority
	d.   Sowing/Reaping
	e.   Reward/Prize

	
	
	
	
	


2.	In one sentence, what would you identify as the overarching theme of this chapter?



3.	In 9:1, what truths about his life and ministry does Paul communicate through the four rhetorical questions?



4.	In verse 2, why should the Corinthians have considered Paul an authentic apostle of Christ?



5.	Consider those in your own life who minister on behalf of Christ’s gospel, and list 2–3 practical ways you can express your gratitude to them. How will you communicate that to them in the coming weeks?



Day Two
Read 1 Corinthians 9:3–7 — Apostolic Authority
1.	As Paul continues his questions to the Corinthian church in verses 3–6, what specific freedoms or liberties are identified?






[bookmark: OLE_LINK2]2.	From verses 5–6, list the other ministers Paul mentions and what you learn about their circumstances.



3.	What point is Paul making in verses 6–7, and what everyday examples does he use to persuade the Corinthians?



4. Heart Check: What do you know about how your church cares for its pastors and teachers? If you are not sure, plan to ask one of your elders about this issue. Do you play a part in supporting your church’s ministers? With the Lord’s help, consider how you might do so more faithfully.



Day Three
Read 1 Corinthians 9:8–12— Sowing and Reaping
1.	In verses 8–9, to what reliable source did Paul turn as he continued his argument? What passage is quoted?



	a.	Dig Deeper: Look up the passage Paul quoted in verse 9 and read the surrounding context. Based on Paul’s use of this verse, what specifically encourages you as you consider the inspired Word of God in the Old and New Testaments? See Hebrews 4:12 and 2 Timothy 3:16–17.



2.	In your own words, explain Paul’s point in verses 8–11.



3.	According to verse 12 and looking ahead to verse 15, who had the strongest claim to financial support from the Corinthian church, and why did he refuse it? See also Acts 20:33–34.



4.	In 1 Corinthians 9:13, what additional example did Paul give to support his point, and how did he summarize his argument in verse 14?



Day Four
Read 1 Corinthians 9:15–22 — The Gospel Is Free
1.	What did Paul claim in verse 15? For additional understanding, see the introduction to this lesson, along with 2 Corinthians 10:12–18, and 1 Thessalonians 2:19–20.



	a.	From verse 15, how would asking for money have nullified Paul’s cause for boasting in this matter?



2.	According to verses 16–18, how did Paul’s view of himself as a steward or servant of the Lord influence how he viewed being paid for his work in Corinth?


	a.	What was Paul’s reward in verse 18?



3.	From verses 19–23, list the groups of people Paul wanted to “win” for Christ and 2–3 ways this endeavor would have affected Paul’s daily life.



4.	As you consider Paul’s example as a minister of the gospel, list 2–3 ways his goals and perspectives either convict or encourage you personally.



Day Five
Read 1 Corinthians 9:23–26 — Run to Win
1.	According to 1 Corinthians 9:24–25, what is true of those who compete in foot races, and what comparison is Paul making with this illustration?



	a.	Dig Deeper: Using a Bible dictionary or another resource, describe the games to which Paul was referring in verse 25. What elements of these competitions are reflected in this section?



2.	From 9:25–27 and the surrounding context, what character qualities influence the athlete’s training, and how do they also apply to the evangelist’s winning of souls?



	a.	According to verse 25, how does the earthly reward for a victory in sports compare to the reward of seeing people converted to Christ? How did this motivate Paul in his ministry, and how should it also motivate your own service to Christ? See also Revelation 4:4, and 10–11.



3.	Write a prayer asking for the discipline, inspiration, opportunity, and endurance that it takes to win souls for Christ.
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Kelly Hazelrigg	January 7, 2026







Additional Resources

· Supporting the Man of God – 1 Cor. 9:1–14
John MacArthur, February 1, 1976
https://www.gty.org/sermons/1835/supporting–the–man–of–God

· Refusing to Use Your Liberty – 1 Cor. 9:15–18
John MacArthur, February 8, 1976
https://www.gty.org/sermons/1836/refusing–to–use–your–liberty

· Giving Up to Gain – 1 Cor. 9:19–27
John MacArthur, February 15, 1976
https://www.gty.org/sermons/1837/giving–up–to–gain
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