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Introduction: In this chapter, “Paul lays down the principle that love for one’s brother in Christ should be the motivating factor in contemplating one’s Christian liberty.”
W. Harold Mare
The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, Volume 10; p. 237

Prayer Focus: Pray that you will grow in the knowledge of God and pray that Christlike love will temper and direct your spiritual knowledge so that you can be a unifying and strengthening influence in the body of Christ.
Our memory passage for this week is 1 Corinthians 13:3:
And if I give all my possessions to feed the poor, and if I surrender my body to be burned, 
but do not have love, it profits me nothing. (LSB)



Day One
Read 1 Corinthians 8:1–13 — Conceited Knowledge, Part 1
1.	Consider 1 Corinthians 8:1–13 and list five to seven repeated or significant words and phrases, comparisons, contrasts, commands, questions, or any other observations from the text.



2.	How many times is a form of the word “know” used in this chapter? We’ve studied in previous chapters how Paul uses the word “know” (1 Corinthians 3:16 and 6:2–3). How do these examples show the error that the Corinthians had in relation to knowledge?



3.	What would you identify as the overarching theme of this chapter?



4.	How do you think that the themes in chapter 8 connect with topics that Paul previously addressed in his letter? Explain your answer.



Day Two
Read 1 Corinthians 8:1–2 — Conceited Knowledge, Part 2
1.	From 1 Corinthians 8:1–4, what additional issue had the Corinthians asked Paul to address?



	a.	Dig Deeper: Using a Bible Dictionary or other resource, research the food sacrifices that were made to pagan gods in the city of Corinth and how this issue would have impacted the Corinthian church.



2.	““We know that ‘we all have knowledge.’ Scholars agree that the last part of this sentence is a quotation taken from the letter which the Corinthians had sent to Paul.” (Kistemaker, New Testament Commentary: Exposition of the First Epistle to the Corinthians; 1 Cor. p. 262) 

	In light of the above insight, what does it seem the Corinthians were boasting about according to verse 1–2?






3.	What does Paul say is true about knowledge and love in verse 1? Explain what his statement means in the context of this chapter.



4.	In verse 2, what does Paul teach about those who believe they possess complete knowledge?



	a.	According to these verses, what sinful attitude exists in those who make claims of superior knowledge? Search your own heart for evidence of this attitude and confess it to the Lord. 



	b.	Dig Deeper: Find 2–3 passages that compare the perfect knowledge of God with the imperfect knowledge of mankind and share them with your group.



Day Three
Read 1 Corinthians 8:3–6— Knowledge Appropriately Applied 
1.	According to 8:1 and 3, what godly quality tempers knowledge, and what does this quality reveal about a person’s standing and relationship with God? See also 1 John 4:7–12.



	a.	Write a brief prayer for God’s enabling grace to help you excel still more in this quality.



2.	Fill out the chart below with truths from verses 4–6 that were meant to inform the Corinthians about the following topics:

	a.   Idols/lords/gods


	b.   God the Father


	c.   Jesus Christ


	d.   Believers/knowledge





3.	What do the truths above imply about the freedoms the Corinthians had regarding meat sacrificed to idols?



	a.	List 2–3 ways that you can encourage a sister in Christ with these truths.



	b.	Dig Deeper: Find 2–3 other passages of Scripture that compare Yahweh to the idols of the nations and share them with your group.





Day Four
Read 1 Corinthians 8:7–11 — Knowledge that Harms
1.	According to 1 Corinthians 8:7, which group of people in the church did not have the knowledge which was explained by Paul in verses 4–6? Why were their consciences being defiled or made guilty?



2.	From verse 8, how does one’s diet relate to our spiritual standing with God, and how should this impact the consideration of our own dietary choices and the choices of others?



3.	What command did Paul give in verse 9?



4.	From verses 10–11, explain in your own words the scenario Paul suggests for how the informed freedom of some of the Corinthians might have caused trouble for others in the church.



5.	How did Paul describe the weaker brother at the end of verse 11, how did he want the Corinthians to respond to this truth about them, and how should you respond as you interact with fellow believers?



Day Five
Read 1 Corinthians 8:12–13 — Paul’s Example
1.	From 8:12, what two harmful effects occur when a believer violates the conscience of a weaker brother?



2.	In verse 13, how did Paul provide leadership by his example? List 1–2 practical ways that you can follow his example.



3.	Heart Check: For personal consideration only and not to share with your group, are there any Christian liberties that you need to set aside for the sake of a brother or sister’s well-being?



	a.	If you have areas where you are weak or lacking in knowledge, pray that God would help you to grow in spiritual maturity and understanding. List 2–3 areas in which you desire to grow and a specific step you can take to grow in each area.
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Ann Bradley 	November 12, 2025
	
I. The Role of Knowledge in the Grey Areas of Life.           (1 Corinthians 8:1–3)

II. The Role of Love in the Grey Areas of Life                        (1 Corinthians 8:4–6)

III. The Role of the Conscience in the Grey Areas of Life    (1 Corinthians 8:7–13)

Additional Resources

· The Limits of Liberty: Blog Series – 1 Corinthians 8
John MacArthur, October 10, 2014
https://www.gty.org/blogs/series/BS141/the-limits-of-liberty
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