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Introduction: In Matthew 5:13, Jesus said, “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt has become tasteless, how will it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out to be trampled underfoot by men.” The Corinthians, instead of maintaining a preserving and beneficial influence in the world around them, had allowed themselves to be tasteless salt, shaped and polluted by the influences of the world.

Prayer Focus: This chapter addresses the moral purity of the church as a whole and among its individual members. Pray for a heart and mind committed to purity in your private life as well as within the body of Christ.
Our memory passage for this week is 1 Corinthians 13:1

If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have love, 
I have become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. (LSB)

Day One
Read 1 Corinthians 6:1–20 — The Saints and the Unrighteous
Note: Paul is writing to the Corinthians about trivial lawsuits, similar to what we call civil cases. These lawsuits do not involve criminal acts such as murder, theft, or abuse, but instead involve disputes over things like injuries, accidents, or financial disagreements.

1. 	From 1 Corinthians 6:1–20, list 5 to 7 repeated or significant words, phrases, comparisons, contrasts, commands, questions, or other observations from the passage. What themes can you identify in this section?



2.	What themes that Paul previously addressed in his letter are expanded or repeated in chapter 6?



3.	How many questions did Paul ask in 6:1–11, and which phrase did he repeat in verses 2, 3, and 9? What is Paul’s purpose in asking questions this way?



	a.	In these same verses, what two distinct types of people does Paul identify?



	b. Heart Check: Based on the question above, which group do you belong to? If you are a spiritual person, consider whether your actions reflect that, and confess any inconsistencies to the Lord, committing to greater discipline to walk worthy of your calling. If you are not among the saints or believers, pray for your eyes to be opened to the truth of God’s Word so you can respond to Christ in faith.



Day Two
Read 1 Corinthians 6:1–8 — Before Unbelievers
Note: God has already judged the fallen angels (Matthew 25:41, 2 Peter 2:4, Jude 6). While Scripture does not give a detailed explanation about what it means that believers will “judge angels” (1 Corinthians 6:3), it clearly points to a future role of authority and participation in Christ’s rule.

1.	From verses 1–2, what were the Corinthians doing when they had disputes with each other?







	a.	Based on your personal experience and observations, when two parties are opponents in court, what is the objective of each party, and how does this type of dispute impact their relationship with each other and with their supporters?



	b.	How is this dynamic particularly problematic when both parties are members of the same church?



2. 	In verse 2, Paul wrote that “the saints will judge the world.” Based on Daniel 7:22, 2 Timothy 2:12, and Revelation 3:21, what additional details are provided about this truth?



3.	Considering these facts, from 1 Corinthians 6:2–4, how should the future role of believers judging the world with Christ and ruling over the angelic beings have influenced the Corinthians’ thinking about pursuing trivial lawsuits against one another?



4.	According to 6:5–6, what was shameful about what the Corinthians were doing when they faced conflicts among themselves?



	a.	Heart Check: How do you think and respond when another Christian wrongs you in some trivial or ordinary way? How can this passage shape your thinking and reaction in the future?



5.	From 6:7–8, in what ways were the Corinthians failing? What should they have been doing instead?



Day Three
Read 1 Corinthians 6:7–11 — The Corinthians’ Failure
1.	In verse 9, Paul once again uses the phrase “do you not know” to emphasize his point. From verses 9–10, how can people be deceived about the kingdom of God and who will inherit it?



	a.	Find 2–3 other passages in the Bible that address who will enter God’s kingdom, and share what you learn with your group.



2.	Dig Deeper: List the sins from verses 9–10 and compare them with the lists in 1 Corinthians 5:9–11. What similarities and differences do you observe? What does the passage in chapter 5 teach the church, and how does it connect with Paul’s warning in 6:7 10?







	a.	Heart Check: Scripture clearly shows that while Christians may struggle with these sins, true believers are not defined by continual, unrepentant patterns of sin (Romans 6:1-2). Through His Spirit, God empowers us to pursue holiness (Galatians 5:16-25). If any of these sins listed above describe you, examine your heart, confess them to the Lord now, and pray for His grace to help you turn away from sin and embrace righteousness.


3.	According to 1 Corinthians 6:11, what was true of some of the Corinthians in the past? Use a Bible dictionary or another resource to define the three terms that describe what God initiated when they were redeemed by Christ.



	a. 	If God has set you free from slavery to sin, write a brief prayer of thanks and praise to Him.



Day Four
Read 1 Corinthians 6:12–13 — Not All Things Benefit
1.	From verse 12, what principle about Christian living is taught? What excuse did it seem the Corinthians were using for their sexual immorality?



2.	Note: Scholars believe that Paul was quoting the Corinthians in the first half of verse 13 when he wrote: “Food is for the stomach and the stomach is for food, but God will do away with both of them” as a way of justifying their sexual immorality. 

	How did Paul contradict their justification in the last half of verse 13? 



3.	Dig Deeper: What does it mean that a Christian’s body is for the Lord and that the Lord is for the body (verse 13)? Support your answer from Scripture.



	a.	List 2 to 3 ways that you can personally commit to honor the Lord with your physical body, then commit to do that.



Day Five
Read 1 Corinthians 6:14–20— Members of Christ
1. 	What glorious future reality is described in verse 14? How should this truth about the future influence how believers view their bodies today?



2. 	According to verses 15-17, what does Paul teach about the believer’s union with Christ, and how should this understanding influence how Christians view and use one’s physical body? See Romans 6:12-13.






3.	What command is given in verse 18? From verses 18–20, why does Paul emphasize this issue so strongly in Corinth?



4.	Heart Check: For personal consideration and not to share with your group, if you are a Christian, confess and repent of any patterns of sexual sin that you have carried into your Christian life. Commit to living a life of purity and holiness in the church going forward.



5.	Review 1 Corinthians 6:1–20 and identify 3 to 5 qualities that should increasingly characterize individuals who have been washed, sanctified, and justified in the name of Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God (v.11).



	a.	Write a brief prayer asking the Lord to help you and your church body to grow in the qualities you listed above.



________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Anne Johnson	October 29, 2025


I. As Saints, We Must Avoid Public Unrighteousness     1 Corinthians 6:1–11
II. As Sanctuaries, We Must Avoid Private Unrighteousness    1 Corinthians 6:12-20

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]
Additional Resources:

· Forbidden Lawsuits – 1 Cor. 6:1-8
John MacArthur, October 26, 1975
https://www.gty.org/sermons/1825/forbidden-lawsuits 

· Such Were Some of You – 1 Cor. 6:9-11
John MacArthur, January 16, 2022
https://www.gty.org/sermons/81-128/such-were-some-of-you 

· Christian Liberty and Sexual Freedom – 1 Cor. 6:12-20
John MacArthur, November 23, 1975
https://www.gty.org/sermons/1827/christian-liberty-and-sexual-freedom 
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