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Introduction: “In two verses Paul sets forth the legitimacy of applying church discipline…He concludes this section with an appeal to the congregation to let the Scriptures have the last word on this subject.” 
Simon J. Kistemaker 
New Testament Commentary; p. 171

Prayer Focus: Throughout your study this week, pray first for purity in your own heart and life and that of your family, and then for the leaders and members of your local church.
Our memory passage for this week is 1 Corinthians 1:30–31:
But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption, so that, just as it is written, “Let him who boasts, boast in the Lord.” (LSB)



Day One
Read 1 Corinthians 5:1–13 — A Shameful Report
1.	Consider 1 Corinthians 5:1–13 and list five to seven repeated or significant words and phrases, comparisons, contrasts, commands, questions, or any other observations from the text.



2.	What would you identify as the overarching theme of this chapter?



3.	How do you think that the themes in chapter 5 connect with topics that Paul previously addressed in his letter? Explain your answer.



4.	From verse 1, what shameful behavior in the Corinthian church had been reported to Paul?



	a.	According to verse 2, what did the church do about these issues, and what should they have done?



5.	Heart Check: For your personal reflection only, and not to share with your group. Carefully examine your own heart and identify sin you tend to overlook in your own life—sin that you ignore but should be mourning. Ask God for forgiveness through Christ and write down specific steps to avoid these sins in the future.



Day Two
Read 1 Corinthians 5:3–5 — Severe Commands
1.	According to verses 3–5, what decision did Paul make, though he was absent from Corinth, and what steps did he command of the Corinthian believers? What was the desired outcome of these actions?



	a.	How does Matthew 18:15–18 help to explain what Paul was calling the church to do in 1 Corinthians 5:2 and 5? How do these verses demonstrate both justice and mercy in God’s design for church discipline?





2.	Heart Check: Are you willing to pursue holiness and accountability in your own life with the same seriousness expected from the church towards others? Pray that the Lord will help you to embrace His wise and loving plan for protecting His church and encouraging true repentance in the lives of erring believers.



3.	Have you ever witnessed a person’s restoration to fellowship in your church? Briefly share this story to encourage your group.



Day Three
Read 1 Corinthians 5:6–8 — Sincerity and Truth 
1.	From the context of 1 Corinthians 5:6, in what were the Corinthians boasting?



2.	Heart Check: Have you ever been tempted to boast about your own sin or your tolerance of sin? Pray now for a heart and a tongue that boast only in Christ and His effective work on the cross for our sins.



3.	What metaphor does Paul use for sin in verses 6–8? Read Leviticus 6:14–18, Hosea 7:1–4, and Matthew 16:6, 11–12 and explain what this metaphor conveys about sin.



4.	In 1 Corinthians 5:7, what did Paul say was to be done about the “leaven” in the Corinthian church?



	a.	What did Paul mean by calling the church at Corinth “unleavened” in this verse?



5.	From verse 7 and Exodus 12:1–13, what did God accomplish through the sacrifice of Jesus for the church, and how does the connection to Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread help us understand what the church is now called to be?



	a.	From verse 8, what two other qualities are leaven, and what two qualities should characterize the Corinthians’ lives. Using a Bible dictionary or other resource, define these terms.



Day Four
Read 1 Corinthians 5:9–13 — Associating with Sinners, Part 1
1.	From 1 Corinthians 5:9, what command had Paul given to the Corinthians in his previous letter?



	a.	From verses 9–10, what misunderstanding seems to have arisen among the Corinthians about what Paul taught in a previous letter to them? What clarifying instruction does he give in verse 11?



2.	List the sinful behaviors recorded in verses 10 and 11 and give a brief definition of each. Note: some of these behaviors are mentioned twice.

	Sinful Behavior
	Definition

	a.

	

	b.

	

	c.

	

	d.

	

	e.

	

	f.

	



3.	In verses 10–11, what does Paul say is the only way a person can avoid any exposure to sinful behaviors like these? What place should such behaviors have in the Christian life and in the life of the church?



Day Five
Read 1 Corinthians 5:9–13 — Associating with Sinners, Part 2
1.	From 1 Corinthians 5:12, whom do church elders and members have the right to judge?



	a.	Who is responsible for judging those who are outside of the church, according to verse 13?



	b.	Based on the teaching of this chapter, what is the role of church members today in the church and in the world?



2.	What Old Testament passage (or passages) did Paul quote at the end of verse 13? Look at the context of these passages and describe what God was commanding the Israelites to do.



3.	Heart Check: Do you take your own sin seriously before God? Are you praying for the holiness and faithfulness of your church family? Do you actively seek to reflect Christ to those who are still dead in their sins? Spend time seeking the Lord on these issues and write a prayer of commitment to view sin rightly in your own heart, in the church, and in the world.
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Alana Ko	October 22, 2025




Why Church Discipline Enables Believers To Live Humble And Holy Lives

1.   Because Sin In The Church Is Inevitable     (1 Cor. 5:1–2)

2.   Because Of How It Benefits The Sinner     (1 Cor. 5:3–5)

3.   Because Of How It Benefits The Church     (1 Cor. 5:6–8)

4.   Because It Produces A Proper Perspective     (1 Cor. 5:9–12)

Additional Resources

· Immorality in the Church, Part 1: Delivering the Immoral to Satan – 1 Cor. 5:1-5
John MacArthur, October 12, 1975
https://www.gty.org/sermons/1823/immorality-in-the-church-part-1-delivering-the-immoral-to-satan 

· Immorality in the Church, Part 2: Disciplining Sin in the Church
John MacArthur, October 19, 1975
https://www.gty.org/sermons/1824/immorality-in-the-church-part-2-disciplining-sin-in-the-church 
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