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Introduction: “When Paul uses the figure of speech of father and children, he qualifies this by saying: ‘In Christ Jesus I became your father through the gospel’ (v. 15). Not Paul but Jesus Christ receives glory and honor.” 
Simon J. Kistemaker 
New Testament Commentary; p. 147

Prayer Focus: Who deserves the glory and honor for the fruit you see in your own life? Take time to thank and praise God for what you've received from Him so freely, and pray that you will use your redeemed life to bring glory and honor to His name.
Our memory passage for this week is 1 Corinthians 1:27–29:

But God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, 
and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong, 
and the base things of the world and the despised God has chosen, 
the things that are not, so that He may abolish the things that are, 
so that no flesh may boast before God. (LSB)


Day One
Read 1 Corinthians 4:1–21 — Serving and Stewarding
1.	From 1 Corinthians 4:1–21, use the chart below to record three to five things you learn about the following:

	God
	Jesus Christ
	Paul,
his coworkers, and the Apostles
	The Corinthians
	Timothy

	
	
	
	
	



2.	From these same verses, identify themes in this section that Paul had previously addressed in his letter. 



3.	From verse 1, how did Paul want the Corinthians to think of him and his co-laborers? Use a dictionary or other resource to define these terms.



	a.	Review Paul’s focus on the mysteries of God in chapter 2 and consider how this helps you understand more fully what Paul means in his description of himself and his co-laborers.







Day Two
Read 1 Corinthians 4:3–5 — Waiting for the Lord to Come
1.	From verses 3–4, whose evaluation of Paul’s life and ministry was he most concerned about, and why?



2.	What exhortations did Paul give in verse 5, and what will the Lord do when He comes?



	a.	Heart Check: Have you been guilty of judging the motives of other people’s hearts? Consider specific ways that you can go forward without passing judgment on others and pray for the Lord’s help to do so.



3.	Dig Deeper: Where in 1 Corinthians 1 does Paul also mention the Lord’s coming? What is the connection between this verse in chapter 1 and 1 Corinthians 4:3–5?



Day Three
Read 1 Corinthians 4:6–8 — Having Only What is Given 
1.	From 1 Corinthians 4:6–7, what things did Paul and Apollos strive to teach and exemplify in their ministry to the Corinthians?



2.	In your own words, summarize the point Paul made by asking the questions in verse 7.



3.	What sarcastic praise does Paul give to the Corinthians in the first half of verse 8?



4.	What wish did Paul express in the second half of verse 8, and why?



	a.	From 1 Corinthians 4:8, 2 Timothy 2:11–12, and Revelation 3:21, to what future rule or reign was Paul referring? How do these verses help you to understand the way the Corinthians were thinking and behaving?



	b.	List two or three practical steps you can take today to prevent this same problem in your own life.



Day Four
Read 1 Corinthians 4:9–16 — Becoming a Spectacle to the World
1.	How did Paul describe the apostles in verse 9?





2.	From verses 10–13, compare how the apostles and the Corinthians functioned and how they were perceived in their respective ministries.



3.	According to verses 14–15, how did Paul view these fellow believers? What was his purpose in speaking these words of rebuke to them?



4.	Heart Check: Reflect on how you respond to correction and rebuke from others. Repent of any negative reactions and pray for your heart to be open and willing to accept correction and instruction.



Day Five
Read 1 Corinthians 4:16–21 — Coming to Corinth
1.	What exhortation did Paul give in verse 16?



2.	From verse 17, what was Paul’s reason for sending Timothy to visit the Corinthians? What did Paul say about his own ministry in this verse?



3.	According to verses 18–19, what false claim was made about Paul, and what was he prepared to evaluate upon his return to Corinth?



4.	What truth did Paul declare about the kingdom of God in verse 20? Read Matthew 7:15–23 and summarize what you learned about the kingdom.



5.	In 1 Corinthians 4:21, what was Paul intending to convey to the Corinthians by the questions he asked?



6.	Heart Check: Are you able to confidently recommend that others imitate how you live? Identify three to five areas where you want to grow spiritually and outline specific steps you can take to make those changes. Ask a friend or mentor to hold you accountable to do that.
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I. Paul Teaches and Admonishes with Perspective     1 Corinthians 4:1–7
II. Paul Teaches and Admonishes with Sarcasm.    1 Corinthians 4:8–13
III. Paul Teaches and Admonishes with Love     1 Corinthians 4:14–21

Additional Resources

· Characteristics of a Faithful Shepherd, Part 1 – 1 Cor. 4
John MacArthur, September 17, 2023
https://www.gty.org/sermons/81–155/characteristics–of–a–faithful–shepherd–part–1 

· Characteristics of a Faithful Shepherd, Part 2 – 1 Cor. 4
John MacArthur, September 24, 2023
https://www.gty.org/sermons/81–156/characteristics–of–a–faithful–shepherd–part–2 
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