[image: ]
Fall 2025 • LESSON 4
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
[bookmark: _Hlk95465622][bookmark: _Hlk145509775][bookmark: _Hlk143197439]
Introduction: “The Christians in Corinth are spiritual people who are struggling with a behavioral problem. Paul rebukes them for their quarreling and conduct that put them on the same level as worldly people. Yet after his rebuke, he reminds them of the spiritual riches they possess in Jesus Christ (3:21–23).” 
Simon J. Kistemaker 
New Testament Commentary; p. 104

Prayer Focus: If you are a Christian, remember that the Spirit of God dwells in you. You are His sanctuary! Praise the Lord that you belong to Him and pray that your conduct and thinking will please the One who redeemed you from the foolishness of the world. Pray that the fruit of your life will bring glory to Him.
Our memory passage for this week is 1 Corinthians 1:25–26:

“Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 
For consider your calling, brothers, that there were not many wise according to the flesh, 
not many mighty, not many noble.” (LSB)



Day One
Read 1 Corinthians 3:1–23 — Infants in Christ
1.	Read 1 Corinthians 3:1–23 and record five to seven repeated key words or phrases, comparisons, contrasts, commands, questions, or other observations from the text.



2.	How did Paul address the Corinthians in verse 1, and what kind of men did he say they were? What shift in Paul’s tone occurs at the beginning of this section?



3.	Based on verses 1–2 and their surrounding context, along with Hebrews 5:12–13, what were the Corinthians still unable to receive?



	a.	In verses 3–4, why does Paul say the Corinthians were unable to receive this, and how does he then define this term?



5.	Heart Check: What are the qualities of a fleshly person listed in verses 3–4? Consider how these might be evident in your own life, and take the time to confess your own sins and pray for spiritual growth in these areas.



Day Two
Read 1 Corinthians 3:5–9 — God’s Laborers
1.	From 1 Corinthians 3:5–9, with what does Paul compare the salvation and sanctification of souls?



	a.	From 3:6–8, who “planted” the Corinthians, who “watered” them, and who caused their growth? What would the laborers receive for their work?





2.	According to verses 8–9, who is “God’s field?” What other metaphor did Paul employ in this verse?



	a.	Who provided growth among the Corinthians, and who deserved the glory? Looking back to verse 5, how does this add to Paul’s exhortation to unity among the believers in Corinth?



3.	Dig Deeper: Find two or three other passages of Scripture that attribute glory to God for the work of salvation and sanctification in people’s lives and share them with your group.



Day Three
Read 1 Corinthians 3:10–15 — God’s Building
1.	What new metaphor for spiritual growth and ministry does Paul develop in verse 9?



2.	What was Paul’s role in ministering to the Corinthians according to verse 10, and who/what gave him that role? What role did others have in serving the Corinthians?



3.	What caution did Paul give at the end of verse 10? From verses 11–15, summarize the reason and motivation for such caution.



	a.	What “day” is referred to in verse 13, and what role will fire have on that day? See also Jeremiah 17:10, Romans 14:10–12, 1 Corinthians 4:5, and 2 Corinthians 5:10.



4.	From 1 Corinthians 3:15, what will Christians face when their works are tested on that day?



Day Four
Read 1 Corinthians 3:16–18 — Temples of God
1.	What does Paul’s rhetorical question in 1 Corinthians 3:16 communicate about the church of God and its members?



2.	From verse 17, what awaits the person who causes harm to the church, and why?



3.	Heart Check: If you are a believer, the Spirit of God dwells in you and in your fellow believers who make up the church. How should this knowledge impact the way you live your daily life and conduct yourself in your church body?




4.	In what way is it possible for people to be deceived, according to verse 18?



	a.	What is the way to attain wisdom? From your study so far in 1 Corinthians, explain what this paradox means.



	b.	Heart Check: Write a prayer asking the Lord to reveal any reliance on your own wisdom apart from God’s enabling. Ask God to increase the wisdom that comes only from Him.



Day Five
Read 1 Corinthians 3:19–23 — Belonging to Christ
1.	As Paul continues his focus on wisdom versus foolishness, what does he say in 1 Corinthians 3:19–20 about the wisdom of the world? What OT references does he use to strengthen his argument?



	a.	Dig Deeper: Look up this OT passage and its surrounding context, and list two or three truths that stand out to you. How do these verses support Paul’s line of reasoning in 1 Corinthians 3?



2.	What command is given to the Corinthians in verse 21, and what are the reasons given for this command in verses 21–23?



	a.	Where else in 1 Corinthians 1–3 has Paul given instructions about boasting? List these references and summarize what you have learned about boasting.



	b.	Dig Deeper: Synopsize Paul’s exhortations in 1 Corinthians 1:10–17 and how they relate to his continuing confrontation in chapter 3.



3.	As you have studied and meditated on 1 Corinthians 3:18–23, what other related Scripture passages came to your mind? Look up two or three of these references and pray through them, asking for the Lord’s help to grow in God’s wisdom. Share these references with your group.
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I.   Worldliness Divides     (1 Corinthians 3:1–4)

II.   Worldliness Defrauds and Destroys.    (1 Corinthians 3:5–16)

III.   Worldliness Deceives    (1 Corinthians 3:17–23)


Additional Resources

· The Disease of Division - 1 Cor. 3:1-9
John MacArthur, June 29, 1975
https://www.gty.org/sermons/1817/the-disease-of-division 
The Judgment of the Believer’s Works - 1 Cor. 3:10-17

· John MacArthur, July 6, 1975
https://www.gty.org/sermons/1818/the-judgment-of-the-believers-works 
All Things are Yours - 1 Cor. 3:18-23

· John MacArthur, July 13, 1975
https://www.gty.org/sermons/1819/all-things-are-yours 
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