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Introduction: “Different outcomes to be sure, but the similarity between Genesis 19:1–11 and Judges 19:22–26 is unmistakable. And deliberate…Gibeah is ‘New Sodom.’ This is the writer’s way of accusing the people of God. He shows us that even in Israel some have plunged into the moral abyss of Sodom and eagerly wallow in its twisted depravity.”
			Dale Ralph Davis
			Judges: Such a Great Salvation; p. 209

Prayer Focus: Pray this week for faith to trust God with the things you do not understand and His purposes and providence in all that happens. Ask Him for eyes to see His kindness in your life and praise Him for it.
Our memory passage for this week is Psalm 118:16–18:

“The right hand of Yahweh is exalted; The right hand of Yahweh does valiantly.
I will not die; indeed I will live, And recount the works of Yah.
Yah has disciplined me severely, But He has not given me over to death.” (LSB)

Day One
Judges 19:1–14 — A Levite Makes a Journey
1.	In Judges 19:1, what phrase appears for the third time? (See Judges 17:6 and 18:1 for the first two usages.) How does this set the tone for the events to follow?



2.	Summarize the characters and the situation in Judges 19:1–10.



3.	According to 19:11–14, why did the Levite not want to stay in Jebus?



	a.	Dig Deeper: From Exodus 3:17, Joshua 15:63, Judges 1:21, and 1 Chronicles 11:4–7, why was Jebus significant in Israel’s history?



4.	In 19:14, where did the Levite’s company decide to stay, and why was that place preferable?



[bookmark: _Hlk143196722]Day Two
Judges 19:15–28 — Sin Abounds in Gibeah
[bookmark: _Hlk143196850][bookmark: _Hlk143196922]1.	According to Judges 19:15–21, what situation developed for the Levite in Gibeah, and who extended hospitality to this man?



2.	From 19:22–28, summarize the evil events that took place.



3. 	How do the events of Genesis 19:1–13 parallel the situation in Gibeah? What differences exist between the two narratives?






	a.	Sodom was recognized then and is remembered now for being an extremely perverse and wicked city. With that in mind, what does Judges 19 communicate about the spiritual state of Gibeah of Benjamin?



	b.	What does this story show about the condition of mankind and the remedy that is needed?



4.	What do the following Scriptures teach about the nature of man and their relationship with God prior to salvation? See Jeremiah 17:9, Romans 3:10–12 and 23, Romans 5:10, and Ephesians 2:1–3.



5.	What do John 11:25–27, Romans 8:9–10, 10:9–13, and Galatians 2:20 teach about how a person’s nature is changed? Consider whether there is evidence of change in your own life, and how you desire to grow further.
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Judges 19:29–20:7 — An Alarming Message for Israel
[bookmark: _Hlk143197107]1.	According to Judges 19:29–30, what shocking message did the Levite send throughout all the tribes of Israel, and what was it meant to do?



2.	From 20:1–3, what was the result of the Levite’s message, and why do you think Israel responded as they did?



3.	In 20:4–7, how did the Levite retell the events in a way that absolved him of any wrongdoing?



	a.	Heart Check: While this scenario is extreme, how might you be tempted to retell events in a way that elevates yourself or hides your sin? Write a prayer of commitment to show integrity in your speech.



	b.	Find two or three Scripture references that address the type of speech appropriate for believers. How do you want to grow in this area and what specific steps will you take to do that?
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Judges 20:8–17 — The Tribes Unite against Benjamin
[bookmark: _Hlk143197315][bookmark: _Hlk143197354]1.	From Judges 20:8–11, what plan did the tribes of Israel devise?



	a.	In 20:8 and 11, what phrase is repeated, and what does it mean?





2.	According to 20:12–13, what motivated Israel’s request to have the men of Gibeah turned over to them for punishment? How did the tribe of Benjamin respond to their request?



	a.	From Deuteronomy 13:5, 17:7, 19:16–19, 21:18–21, 22:20–22, and 24:7, what were some circumstances 	under which the Israelites were commanded to purge evil from their midst? What does this show about 	Yahweh’s character, and how should this awareness impact the way believers live today?



3.	Read Judges 20:14–17 and note the actions taken, the groups involved, and the number of troops in each group. From this context, what would you expect the outcome to be?
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Judges 20:18–48— The Battle against Benjamin
[bookmark: _Hlk145509775][bookmark: _Hlk143197439]1.	From the narrative in Judges 20:18–35, provide the answers to the chart below.

	Text
	Israel’s Request/Action
	Yahweh’s Reply
	Outcome (death toll)

	

20:18–21
	
	
	

	

20:22–25
	
	
	

	

20:26–35
	
	
	



2.	In verses 28 and 35, who gave Israel the victory over Benjamin? What does that emphasize about the character of God and His evaluation of the current conflict?



3.	Read verses 36–48 and summarize the outcome of the civil war between Benjamin and the rest of Israel. How many men remained in Benjamin after the battle? 



4.	What does Judges 19-20 teach us about the consequences of unchecked sin today in the areas of one’s own life, the church, and in society?



5.	Take a few minutes and write a prayer to thank the Lord for His grace in your life and for the salvation offered through the blood of Christ.


Mark Zhakevich	March 19, 2025
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· Disastrous Double Ending – Judges 17–21
Jay Lennington, November 10, 2019
https://www.gracechurch.org/sermons/16145
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