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Introduction: “After opening each cycle with ‘The Israelites did evil in the sight of the Lord,’ the focus has consistently been on how God answers the increasing Canaanization by sending foreign powers to punish them, then raising a deliverer in response to the people’s cry of pain…The introductory ‘Now there was a man’ [Judges 17:1] hints at a new focus. In the following chapters the narrator will offer the reader a series of glimpses at how ordinary Israelites fared in the dark days of the ‘judges’ (governors). The effect will be to confirm the picture of a pervasively and increasingly Canaanized society.”
Daniel Block
The New American Commentary–Judges, Ruth
Volume 6; p. 474

Prayer Focus: This week, pray for the church to remain strong against the growing tide of unsound doctrine, false teachers, and false religion. Pray for the Holy Spirit to guide your church leaders and members alike to continue to be discerning, wise, and committed to a right understanding of God’s Word. Our memory passage for this week is Psalm 118:15:
“The sound of joyful shouting and salvation is in the tents of the righteous;
The right hand of Yahweh does valiantly.”   (LSB)



Day One
Judges Chapter 17:1–6 — Micah’s False Religion–Part One
1.	Who is introduced in Judges 17:1–2, and how are they described?



	a.	What is missing from this narrative’s introduction compared to the previous 	introductions in Judges? 	See Judges 3:7–11, 4:1–3, 6:1–10, and 10:6–10 for examples.



2.	After reading Judges 17:1–6, find two or three additional Scripture references to show several of God’s commands which Micah and his mother violated.



3.	In verse 6, what evaluation does the author of this narrative provide? How does this help put this historical event in perspective?



	a. 	Heart Check: Every time a believer disobeys God, that person “does what is right in their own eyes.” Ask the Holy Spirit to help align your thoughts and actions with God’s standard of holiness, using specific texts in Scripture as your guide, then list two or three ways you can commit to change.



Day Two
[bookmark: _Hlk143196722]Judges Chapter 17:7–13– Micah’s False Religion–Part Two
[bookmark: _Hlk143196747][bookmark: _Hlk143196823]1.	In Judges 17:7–9, how is “the young man from Bethlehem” described, and how did he encounter 	Micah?



[bookmark: _Hlk143196850]2.	According to verses 10–12, what did Micah ask the man to do, and what did he promise as payment?
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3.	In 1 Chronicles 23:24–32, what was the God–given role of the Levites in Israel’s worship of Yahweh? How was Micah’s plan a gross perversion of God’s instruction?


[bookmark: _Hlk143196922]
4.	What grave error in Micah’s thinking does his statement in verse 13 reveal? From the context, in what way was Micah hoping to prosper?



	a.	Dig Deeper: What modern misconceptions exist about what it means to prosper as a believer in Jesus? Is prosperity as a Christian necessarily linked to financial success? Support your answer from Scripture.



[bookmark: _Hlk143196952]Day Three
[bookmark: _Hlk143196981]Judges Chapter 18:1–13 — The Danites Spy out the Land
1.	In Joshua 19:40–48, Judges 1:34–35, and 18:1, what information is given about the tribe of Dan?



[bookmark: _Hlk143197048]2.	In your own words, summarize the exchange in Judges 18:2–6 between the five men of the family of Dan and the Levite.



[bookmark: _Hlk143197076]	a.	What did the Danites’ question in verse 5 indicate about their spiritual state? From verse 6, is there any Scriptural indication that the priest actually inquired of the LORD before he answered the men?



[bookmark: _Hlk143197107]3.	Heart Check: Consider Psalm 37:3–6 and James 4:13–17. Do you commit your ways to the Lord, trusting in Him to direct your steps, or do you presume upon Him to fulfill your personal plans? How can you commit your plans to the Lord today and seek to walk in His ways, delighting in Him?



4.	From Judges 18:7–10, where did the five spies go next, and what did they find? How did they report and advise their brethren upon their return?



	a.	Is there any evidence to support the men’s claim that “God has given it into your hand” in verse 10? How does this presumption make sense considering 17:6?



	b.	Verses 9–10 have echoes of the promises of God made to Israel in Joshua 1:1–9, but what crucial elements were missing from the Danites’ motivation and plan to take this northern land?



5.	In verses 11–13, how many men did the tribe of Dan bring to conquer its chosen territory? How does verse 7 provide context for that choice?




[bookmark: _Hlk143197257]Day Four 
[bookmark: _Hlk143197290]Judges 18:14–25 — The Danites’ False Religion
1.	From Judges 18:14–20, what motivated the Danites to take a detour to Micah’s house, and what did they do?



[bookmark: _Hlk143197315]	a.	How did the Levite respond in verses 18–20? What does this imply about his character?



	b.	Heart Check: Consider Jesus’ teaching in Matthew 20:20–28 and Mark 10:42–45 and ask the Lord to reveal any areas of selfish ambition in your thinking or living. For your own consideration and not to share with others, write down one or two specific ways you desire to change, then ask the Lord to give you the opportunity this week to serve others humbly and joyfully.



[bookmark: _Hlk143197345]2.	From Judges 18:21–26, describe the interaction between the children of Dan and Micah.



	a.	What does Micah’s own statement about his gods in verse 24 reveal about his religion? How do the prophet Isaiah’s warnings in Isaiah 46:5–10 correspond with the account in Judges?



3.	How did the children of Dan threaten Micah in Judges 18:25–26, and what was his response? How is this an example (for Micah) of “reaping what you sow?”
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Day Five
[bookmark: _Hlk145509758][bookmark: _Hlk143197403]Judges 18:27–31 — The City of Dan
[bookmark: _Hlk145509775]1.	What did the Danites do to Laish in Judges 18:27–29? Compare this account with Judges 1:1–4 and write down two or three differences between the two accounts.



2.	What reminder about Laish does the author include in verse 27, and what point may he have been making by including this?



3.	From verses 29–31, describe the “City of Dan” and who or what they seemed to worship. How does this correspond with Judges 17:6?



[bookmark: _Hlk143197412]	a.	Note: Some Bible translations list the name of the Levite in verse 30 as “Moses” and other versions as “Manasseh.”
[bookmark: _Hlk143197439]		In verses 30–31, what other details are given about this man? How do the details in these verses reinforce the seriousness of the Danite apostasy? 





4.	What lessons have you learned from your study of chapters 17–18 this week? How can you commit to guard your own heart against false worship and apostasy?



___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Ruth Granlund	March 12, 2025

Judges 17–18

I.   The anatomy of false worship – Chapter 17:1–13

II.   The anarchy of false worship – Chapter 18:1–26

III.   The apostasy of false worship – Chapter 18:27–31

Additional Resources
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· 
· The Danger of Carnal Security – Judges 18:7, 27–28
Charles H Spurgeon, October 10, 1886
https://www.spurgeongems.org/sermon/chs2490.pdf

· Disastrous Double Ending – Judges 17–21
Jay Lennington, November 10, 2019
https://www.gracechurch.org/sermons/16145

· What Judges Teaches the Church – Judges
Ligonier, W. Robert Godfrey, April 1, 2019
https://www.ligonier.org/learn/articles/what-judges-teaches-church

· Decline and Deliverance – Judges 2:11–21:25
Don Green, March 3, 2025
https://web.sermonaudio.com/sermons/35151059534/
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