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Introduction: “After (Yahweh) refuses to accept their confession and raise up a deliverer as before, the elders of Gilead take it upon themselves to assume God’s role. Their selection of the marginalized warrior, Jephthah, brings mixed blessings. He is better at violent military campaigns than subtle diplomatic negotiations and fails to live up to his early promise—although he does defeat the Ammonites—and brings sorrow and death to both his people and his own family.”
     Mark J. Boda and Mary L. Conway
     Judges; Zondervan Exegetical Commentary of the Old Testament; p. 498

Prayer Focus: Pray this week for discernment to see where you are compromising or in danger of living like the world. Ask God to help you know what is right in His eyes and to follow Him with your whole heart.
Our memory passage for this week is Psalm 118:10–12:

“All nations surrounded me; In the name of Yahweh I will surely cut them off.
They surrounded me, indeed, they surrounded me; In the name of Yahweh I will surely cut them off.
They surrounded me like bees; They were extinguished as a fire of thorns;
In the name of Yahweh I will surely cut them off.”   (LSB)


Day One
Judges 11:1–11 — Jephthah Rises to Leadership as Israel’s 9th Judge
1.	According to Judges 11:1–2, what domestic tension existed in Jephthah’s family, and what was the reason for it?



2.	From verses 3–6, where did Jephthah flee, who were his companions, and what reputation did he develop? What might Jephthah’s associations suggest about his character?



	a.	Dig Deeper: Find two Scripture references that refer to the importance and influence of the company we keep.



	b.	Heart Check: Take a moment to reflect on your own companions and consider the type of influence you are receiving and giving. Are there any changes you need to make to honor the Lord in your friendships?



3.	What agreement was made between Jephthah and the elders of Gilead in verses 7–11?



	a.	Though the Lord indeed used Jephthah to save His people, what godly wisdom or criteria seems lacking in the Gileadites’ appointment of Jephthah as ruler? What type of leader were they wanting?



[bookmark: _Hlk143196722]Day Two
Judges 11:12–28 — Jephthah Reasons with Ammon
[bookmark: _Hlk143196850][bookmark: _Hlk143196922]1.	Using a Bible map or other resource, where was Ammon located in relation to Israel?



2.	In Judges 11:12–13, what question did Jephthah ask the king of Ammon, and how did he respond?


3.	In verses 14–28, there is a continuing exchange of messages between Jephthah and the king of Ammon. According to these verses, how does Jephthah counter the king’s demand, and what reasons does he provide for Israel’s possession of the land? What is the king’s response in verse 28?



4.	Read Joshua 24:8–10 (which summarizes the events of Numbers 22–24). What had Balak previously tried to do, and how did the Lord intervene?



5.	What truths about God’s character are most on display in these verses? Take a moment to write a prayer of praise for who He is and how these same perfections are at work in your life today.



[bookmark: _Hlk143196981]Day Three
Judges 11:29–40 — Jephthah Makes a Vow
[bookmark: _Hlk143197107]1.	According to Judges 11:29, how was Jephthah empowered?



	a.	Dig Deeper: How does the life of Saul help guide your thinking on the Spirit’s empowering ministry in the Old Testament? See 1 Samuel, 11:5–6, and 1 Samuel 16:14.



2.	From Judges 11:30-33, what did Jephthah vow to Yahweh? Despite this vow, what victory did Yahweh provide?



3.	Summarize the tragic action Jephthah takes in fulfillment of his vow in verses 34–40.



4.	According to Leviticus 18:21; 20:1–5, and Deuteronomy 12:31; 18:10, what does God both forbid and hate? Does God’s perspective change based on Jephthah’s (or anyone’s) actions?



5.	How might Christians today be tempted to incorporate pagan or other religious practices into their worship? How can believers be careful to maintain the purity of their worship in the eyes of Yahweh?



[bookmark: _Hlk143197290]Day Four
Judges 12:1–7 — Jephthah Battles Ephraim
[bookmark: _Hlk143197315][bookmark: _Hlk143197354]1.	In Judges 12:1–3, what complaint did the men of Ephraim bring against Jephthah and how did he respond?



2.	According to verses 4–6, what conflict ensues within Israel, and what is the sad outcome?




	a.	What does this event show about the unity of the tribes at this point in Israel history?



3.	What concluding information is provided about Jephthah from verse 7?



4.	How does the account of Jephthah point to Israel’s need for a better Savior and King?



[bookmark: _Hlk145509758][bookmark: _Hlk143197403]Day Five
Judges 12:8–15 — Ibzan, Elon, and Abdon Judge Israel
[bookmark: _Hlk145509775][bookmark: _Hlk143197439]1.	Read Judges 12:1–15 and note what you learn about these three judges.

	Ibzan
	Elon
	Abdon

	
	
	



2.	What is the repeated refrain (much like Genesis 5) in 12:7, 10, 12, and 15?



a.	What might the author of Judges want the reader to grasp from this stark recounting of three judges of Israel?



3.	How do these verses, as well as the preceding ones, point to the faithfulness of the Lord and His plan of redemption moving forward in history?



a.	When you reflect on the imperfect salvation that these judges brought, how does it deepen your worship of Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord?



4.	As you reflect on this week’s study, what has encouraged or challenged you personally from chapters 11 and 12?
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Additional Resources
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Winter 2025• LESSON 14
· 
· Retreat Impossible – Judges 11:35
Charles H Spurgeon, Unknown Date
https://www.spurgeongems.org/sermon/chs1341.pdf

· Promise Kept, Covenant Broken – Judges 11
Austin Duncan, February 1, 2015
https://www.gracechurch.org/sermons/10751
Tragedy and Triumph – Judges 12
Austin Duncan, February 8, 2015
https://www.gracechurch.org/sermons/10751
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