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Introduction: “With each passing judge, Israel falls further and further into the sin of idolatry. Different from Gideon, the Lord allows an anti–judge (Abimelech) to make himself king. Abimelech doesn’t deliver Israel from foreign oppressors but rather oppresses Israel from within. This is an example of God giving the people over to what they want.”
							Miles V. Van Pelt
							Knowing the Bible/Judges: A 12-Week Study; p. 53

Prayer Focus: Psalm 115:8 says that those who trust in idols “will become like them,” and Judges 9 is evidence of that. As Christians, God has predestined us to be conformed to the image of His Son (Romans 8:29). Pray for God’s work in your life and the lives of your fellow believers, to grow in the grace and knowledge of the LORD and to become more Christlike in thought, word, and deed.

Our memory passage for this week is Psalm 118:8–9:
“It is better to take refuge in Yahweh than to trust in man.
It is better to take refuge in Yahweh than to trust in nobles.” (LSB)

Day One
Judges 9:1–21 — Abimelech’s Treachery and Jotham’s Parable
NOTE: “Jerubbaal” is another name for “Gideon.”

1.	From Judges 9:1–6, summarize how Abimelech gained his leadership position.
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2.	In Jotham’s parable in verses 9–15, the “trees” asked the olive tree, the fig tree, and the vine to “reign over them.” According to verses 9, 11, and 13, how did these “trees” respond?



3.	The bramble is considered inferior to the examples of agriculture depicted in verses 8–13. Considering verses 6 and 15–16, whom does the bramble or thorn bush represent?



	a.	What is the significance of this imagery and what does it communicate about Abimelech’s character?



	b.	Heart Check: Read Luke 6:43–45 and prayerfully consider whether the “fruit” in your life is good or evil. If there is no good fruit, it may be that you have not yet been transformed from the heart. Talk to someone in your group about how you can put your faith in Christ today!



4.	What was the reason the men of Shechem made Abimelech king according to Jotham in Judges 9:16–21? What was Jotham’s curse against the men of Shechem, Beth–Millo, and against Abimelech?



	a.	According to Judges 9:5, 17, 18, and 21, why was Jotham so fiercely opposed to Abimelech?







Day Two
[bookmark: _Hlk143196722]Judges 9:22–34 — Gaal’s Conspiracy
[bookmark: _Hlk143196823]1.	Considering Judges 9: 22–24, what was the intended result of God sending “an evil spirit between Abimelech and the men of Shechem”?



[bookmark: _Hlk143196850]	a.	What attribute or attributes of God does this account magnify? Write a brief prayer praising Him for who He is and what He does.



[bookmark: _Hlk143196881]2.	From verses 26–29, how did Gaal reveal his plan to take control?



[bookmark: _Hlk143196922]3.	Based on the details in verses 30–34, how did Zebul attempt to help Abimelech, and how did Abimelech respond?



[bookmark: _Hlk182130891][bookmark: _Hlk182131123]	a.	Read Psalm 9:15–16 and consider what awaits the wicked. How can this knowledge help you when you are tempted to do wrong in order to get what you want?



[bookmark: _Hlk143196952]Day Three
[bookmark: _Hlk143196981]Judges 9:34–45 — A Failed Coup
1.	From the account of Abimelech, Gaal, and Zebul in Judges 9:34–41, list two or three of the tactics of war used by these men. How did they view themselves and one another?



[bookmark: _Hlk143197048]	a.	Though our pride may not take us to the physical battlefield, it poisons our submission to Christ and our relationships with others. Share one or two Scriptures with your group that encourage you in the battle against pride.



[bookmark: _Hlk143197076][bookmark: _Hlk143197107]2.	Consider Abimelech’s actions in light of what God had commanded the Israelites in Leviticus 19:18. Why was Abimelech’s behavior particularly treacherous?



	a.	From Judges 8:34, why are the accounts of betrayal in this chapter not surprising?



	b.	Heart Check: Since harboring sin and clinging to idols in our hearts has a detrimental effect on all our relationships, ask the Lord to reveal areas of your life where repentance is needed.
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[bookmark: _Hlk143197290]Judges 9:46–10:1–5 — Abimelech’s Downfall
1.	From Judges 9:46–49, what was the purpose of the tower, and how did the 1,000 men and women in the tower die? How did this event begin to fulfill Jotham’s parable and curse from Judges 9:15 and 20?



[bookmark: _Hlk143197315]2.	According to verses 50–55, how was Abimelech killed?



[bookmark: _Hlk143197345]3.	Dig Deeper: In Leviticus 26:27–30, what did God say would be the consequences of Israel’s idolatry, and what similar consequences do you observe in the events of Judges 9?



4.	How does Judges 9:56–57 reveal God’s purposes in these events? How does this encourage you personally?



5.	Considering Judges 10:1–5, what judges are listed, and what did they do for Israel? How many years appear to pass (though the times of the judges may have overlapped) before the narrative picks up again in verse 6?



Day Five
[bookmark: _Hlk145509758][bookmark: _Hlk143197403][bookmark: _Hlk145509775]Judges 10:6–18 — Israel Oppressed; Israel Repents
1.	Based on Judges 10:6–9, summarize the downward spiral of sin in which Israel was caught, and its result.
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[bookmark: _Hlk143197439]2.	Though Israel confessed their failure in verse 10, what did God tell them to do in verses 11–14? See Deuteronomy 32:37–38.



3.	From verses 15–18, what did Israel’s words and actions reveal about their hearts, and what was the stated reason that God was going to intervene on their behalf?



	a.	How does the Lord’s response to Israel in verse 16b, as well as the words of Psalm 106:44–45 and Isaiah 63:9 deepen your understanding of God’s character? Considering this, list two or three practical actions you will take when recognizing sin in your own life.



4.	Judges presents a vivid look at the ugliness of sin and the mercy of God. List two or three ways that this study has begun to impact your view of God and humankind (including yourself) so far.




________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Lynne Brown	February 12, 2025


Abimelech’s Treachery and God’s recompense

[bookmark: _Hlk186618080]I.  Abimelech’s Conspiracy     Judges 9:1–6

II.  Jotham’s Curse      Judges 9:7–21

III.  Abimelech’s Demise      Judges 9:22–56

[bookmark: _Hlk187761895]IV.  Cry to Your Gods!      Judges 10
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Additional Resources
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· 
· The Faithful Olive Tree – Judges 9:8–9
Charles H Spurgeon, July 28, 1910
https://www.spurgeongems.org/sermon/chs3208.pdf

· Abimelech: When God is Not King – Judges 9
Austin Duncan, January 11, 2015
https://www.gracechurch.org/sermons/10701
Something Major in the Minors – Judges 10
Austin Duncan, January 25, 2015
https://www.gracechurch.org/sermons/10750 
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