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Introduction: “God could have judged Israel for sparing the wicked Canaanite nations, but in His mercy He spared them because He had purposes for them to fulfill. Israel had committed a serious blunder in not trusting God to give them victory, but God sought to use their mistake for their own good. Romans 8:28 is applicable even in the Old Testament days.”							
											Warren W. Wiersbe
			Be Available; p. 32

Prayer Focus: Pray this week that you would see the Lord’s providence in your trials and consider His purpose in your pain and His faithful provision to see you through. Ask God to reveal the true condition of your heart, whether you believe and trust in Him fully or whether your faith is shallow and weak, and ask Him to strengthen your resolve to follow Him.
Our memory passage for this week is Psalm 118:2–4:
Oh let Israel say, “His lovingkindness endures forever.”
Oh let the house of Aaron say, “His lovingkindness endures forever.”
Oh let those who fear Yahweh say, “His lovingkindness endures forever.” (LSB)


Day One
Judges 3:1–6 — Israel Tested
1.	From last week’s lesson or lecture in Judges 1–2, note three or four things you learned about God’s character and actions and Israel’s response.



2.	In Judges 3:1–2, what did God do, and why?



3.	According to verses 3–6, who were the nations and leaders who remained in the land, and why did they stay? What was the purpose of God’s test?



4.	Considering God’s omniscience, does He need to test believers to discover what is in their hearts? Read Psalm 139 and Proverbs 15:3 for reference.



	a.	According to Deuteronomy 8:2 and 16, if God already knows what is in our hearts, why does He test us? 



5.	From Proverbs 17:3, Jeremiah 17:9–10, and 1 Peter 1:7 and 4:12, consider some of the trials the Lord has allowed you to endure recently, and write down several things that the Lord is teaching you through this.



6.	How does Judges 3:6 reflect Israel’s response to God’s test?








Day Two
[bookmark: _Hlk143196722]Judges 3:7–11 — Othniel
[bookmark: _Hlk143196747][bookmark: _Hlk143196823][bookmark: _Hlk143196850]1.	Judges 3:7 describes the further fallout of Israel failing God’s test. What were the specific features of their failure?



2.	Who sold Israel into the hands of Cushan-rishathaim (which means “Cushan the doubly wicked”)? Who is ultimately orchestrating Israel’s punishment?



	a.	From Genesis 50:20, Psalm 22:28, Proverbs 16:4, Jeremiah 10:23, and Ephesians 1:11, what information is given about God’s character and His plans for His people?



	b.	How is God’s sovereign control a source of comfort to you in what you’re facing today?
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3.	Consider Othniel’s tenure as a Judge in Israel, described in verses 7–14, and answer the following questions.

	To whom was Othniel related?
	Who were Israel’s enemies?
	How long was the oppression?
	How long was there peace?

	


	
	
	


[bookmark: _Hlk143196922]4.	According to verse 10, who ultimately defeated Israel’s enemies? What attribute of God is reemphasized?



5.	Israel “forgot Yahweh their God” (v. 7), and sometimes believers today do the same. What are 2–3 practical ways you can cultivate the discipline of remembering God’s blessings and provision?



[bookmark: _Hlk143196952]Day Three
[bookmark: _Hlk143196981]Judges 3:12–16 — Ehud, Part 1
1.	What phrases are repeated in Judges 3:12–16 that were also repeated in the passage regarding Othniel? Note verses 7–9 and 12–15.



[bookmark: _Hlk143197076]2.	Find 2–3 verses elsewhere in Scripture that describe what happens when the people of God cry out to Him. What is the consistent testimony when God’s people call out to Him?



	a.	How do you respond when you are confronted with the consequences of your sin? Do you turn to God, or do you try to flee His judgment? Explain your answer and how you want to grow in godliness.





[bookmark: _Hlk143197107]3.	Consider Ehud’s tenure as a Judge in Israel, described in verses 15–30, and answer the following questions.

	To whom was Ehud related?
	Who were Israel’s enemies?
	How long was the oppression?
	How long was there peace?
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	a.	Ehud is from the tribe of Benjamin (Judges 3:15), what else do you know about that tribe? According to Judges 1:21, how had the Benjamites responded to God’s commands?



4.	In Judges 3:15–16, what was unique about Ehud, and how did this make him particularly well-suited to fulfilling God’s plan?



Day Four
Judges 3:17–30 — Ehud, Part 2
1.	What detail about Eglon the king of Moab is given in Judges 3:17? How does this detail fit into the rest of the story?



2.	From verse 19, how did Ehud appeal to Eglon’s vanity, and how did Eglon’s response give Ehud an opportunity?



3.	Identify 2–3 details in Ehud’s story that paved the way for Eglon’s assassination and Israel’s victory.



4.	Dig Deeper: Use a Bible dictionary or other resource to define the providence of God.



	a.	How is God’s providence at work throughout Judges 3?



	b.	In what ways have you seen God’s providence at work in your life recently? Give 2–3 specific examples.
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[bookmark: _Hlk143197290]Judges 3:31 — Shamgar
1.	Consider Shamgar’s tenure as a Judge in Israel, described in verse 31, and answer the following questions.

	To whom was Shamgar related?
	Who was Israel’s enemy?
	How long was the oppression?
	How long was there peace?

	


	
	*Note: No length of time is recorded.



[bookmark: _Hlk143197315]2.	Although Scripture does not provide specific details, based on verses 7–9 and 12–15, what was likely happening in Israel in the years before God raised up Shamgar as a Judge?



[bookmark: _Hlk143197345]3.	Shamgar is mentioned one other time in Judges 5:6. What was Israel like in his day, and how did he save Israel?


[bookmark: _Hlk143197403][bookmark: _Hlk145509775]4.	Heart Check: What does James 1:2–6 teach about the testing of one’s faith? Reflect on a recent test of your faith. How did you respond? How can you prepare yourself to find similar success when the next test arrives?
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Glenna Andersen	January 22, 2025

Israel’s First Three Judges

I. God acts through His people’s failures.  Judges 3:1–6
II. God acts on behalf of His people.  Judges 3:7–11
III. God acts while idols sit idly by.  Judges 3:12–30
IV. God acts through His chosen instruments. Judges 3:31
image1.jpg
EveryWoman’s Grace




