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Winter 2025• LESSON 9
[bookmark: _Hlk95465622]
Introduction: “The nation of Israel quickly decayed after a new generation took over, a generation that knew neither Joshua nor Joshua’s God…Instead of exhibiting spiritual fervor, Israel sank into apathy; instead of obeying the Lord, the people moved into apostasy; and instead of the nation enjoying law and order, the land was filled with anarchy. Indeed, for Israel it was the worst of times.”
							Warren Wiersbe
The Bible Exposition Commentary, 	Volume 1; p. 95

Prayer Focus: Ask God to show you where you may have become careless about remembering His faithfulness in your life, then think of specific blessings that God has provided this past week and thank Him for His kindness and ask Him to deepen your love for Him and strengthen you to obey His commands.Our memory passage for this week is Psalm 118:1:
 Give thanks to Yahweh, for He is good; For His lovingkindness endures forever. (LSB)


Day One
Joshua 24 and Judges 1:1–4 — Joshua Prepares and Yahweh Gives Guidance and Assurance
Note: Most commentators agree that Judges 1 and 2 are comprised of two introductions.  Chapter 1 is predominately from the perspective of the sons of Israel and chapter 2 is from the Lord’s perspective.
[bookmark: _Hlk180917319]1.	Review Joshua 24:1–15 and write down 2–3 specific ways that Joshua prepared Israel to live in the promised land without his leadership.



2.	According to Joshua 24:16–28, what was the response of the people to Joshua’s warnings? Were they aware of the consequences for not keeping their commitment? Explain your answer.



3.	After the death of Joshua cited in Judges 1:1, how did the people interact with Yahweh?



4.	Read Judges 1:2–4 and Joshua 19:1 and 9 and briefly describe God’s command and Judah’s response. How did the boundaries allotted by God in the Joshua passage help clarify Judah’s decision?



	a.	From Judges 1:4–5, what was the outcome of Judah and Simeon’s efforts? What would be the result if Israel continued to walk in the ways of the Lord? Review Joshua 23:1–11 for additional information.



Day Two
[bookmark: _Hlk143196823]Judges 1:5–15 — Joint Tribal Effort Takes Jerusalem, the Hill Country, the Negev, and the Coast
[bookmark: _Hlk143196747]1.	In the account of Adoni–bezek’s demise in verses 5–7, how does this pagan ruler interpret his situation?



[bookmark: _Hlk143196850]	a.	How do the passages in Leviticus 24:19, Isaiah 33:1, and James 2:13 help you understand the 	biblical truths represented in the account of Adoni–bezek?



[bookmark: _Hlk143196881]2.	What are some specific details about Caleb that are given in Numbers 13:6, 14:24, 26:65, and Joshua 14:13?



[bookmark: _Hlk143196922]3.	In Judges 1:8–15, how is the Lord continuing to act for Israel?



[bookmark: _Hlk182131123]	a.	Dig Deeper: Use a Bible commentary or other resource for additional information about the request by Caleb’s daughter for springs of water for her new family (Judges 1:15). Do you think this request was reasonable?



[bookmark: _Hlk143196981][bookmark: _Hlk143196952]Day Three
Judges 1:16–36 — Israel Slips into Compromise
1.	From Judges 1:16–22, what failures are mixed in with Israel’s successes?



[bookmark: _Hlk143197048]	a.	What is significant about verses 19 and 22, and what do they teach the reader about God?



[bookmark: _Hlk143197076]	b.	How can these passages help you to think accurately about success in life’s pursuits?


[bookmark: _Hlk143197107]
2.	Read Judges 1:23–26 then compare it to Joshua 2:1–6 and 12–13. Identify 2–3 similarities and differences between the two accounts.



3.	Dig Deeper: What became of the man from Luz and what became of Rahab?



4.	What repeated phrase is found in Judges 1:27–36? What does this reveal about the people of Israel?



	a.	According to Romans 1:28–32 and 1 Corinthians 5:1–7, how does personal tolerance of sin negatively impact lives and relationships?



[bookmark: _Hlk143197290][bookmark: _Hlk143197257]Day Four
Judges 2:1–15 — Israel Slides Into Disobedience
[bookmark: _Hlk143197315]1.	As Judges recounts the slide of Israel from victory to defeat, use the two passages below to compare Israel’s actions and God’s responses.
	a.   Judges 1:1–2
	

	b.   Judges 2:1–5
	



2.	From Judges 2:4–10 how did Israel outwardly respond to the message of the angel of the Lord? If this were true repentance, what would you expect Israel to do in the days, months, and years ahead?



[bookmark: _Hlk143197345]3.	From Deuteronomy 4:10 and Psalm 78:5–8, what had the children of Israel been commanded to do and what did they fail to do?



	a.	According to Judges 2:11–15, to what outcome did this failure lead?



	b.	Heart Check: How are you faithfully teaching the younger people in your life about the Lord and His ways? Pray right now for opportunities, wisdom, and boldness.



4.	Using a Bible dictionary or other resource, define the words “Baal” and “Ashtaroth.”



	a.	From Judges 2:14–15, what was Yahweh’s response to Israel’s disobedience?



5.	Heart Check: What is your typical response after becoming aware of disobedience in your own life? List
	2–3 practical ways you can strive for true repentance and full obedience in your daily life and ask the Lord to help you grow in this area.



[bookmark: _Hlk143197403][bookmark: _Hlk145509775]Day Five
Judges 2:16–23 and varied verses — Yahweh Raises Up Judges in Israel
[bookmark: _Hlk143197439]1.	According to Judges 2:16–18, for what purpose did Yahweh appoint judges? What specifically moved Him to come to their aid?



2.	In Judges 2:18–19, what pattern emerged and continued the downward spiral in Israel?



3.	According to verse 21, what was the consequence of Israel’s actions? In verse 22, besides the punishment God enforced on Israel, what other purpose did the consequences serve? See also Judges 3:4.



4.	Verse 23 summarizes the Lord’s response to Israel’s rebellion. What benefit did He grant to the surrounding nations that had formerly been granted to Israel? 



	a.	Heart Check: Read Hebrews 4:1–13 and write a prayer of commitment to remain diligent in the 			application of God’s Word to your own heart and mind that would result in changed behavior.
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