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ANSWERING  
MORMONS AND  

JEHOVAH’S  
WITNESSES 



A BRIEF HISTORY OF  
LATTER-DAY SAINTS & 

 JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES 



A revivalist meeting during the Second Great Awakening. 



SECOND GREAT AWAKENING 
•  A number of fringe groups and heretical sects arose out of the 

religious fervor of the Second Great Awakening, including: 
•  The Stone-Campbell Movement (Church of Christ) 

•  The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (Mormonism) 

•  The Millerite Movement, including Seventh Day Adventism 

•  The Christian Science movement (Mary Baker Eddy) 

•  The Bible Student Movement (Jehovah’s Witnesses) 

•  The Apostolic Faith Movement (Pentecostalism) 

 

 

 



The angel Moroni tells Joseph Smith about the golden tablets. 



The hill in New York where the tablets were supposedly buried. 



Characters that were supposedly copied from the golden tablets. 



Smith had creative explanations for the origin of Native American tribes. 



A portrait of Joseph Smith. 



 Side profile of Joseph Smith. 



MECCA 

 Joseph Smith falls from a jailhouse window. 



TESTING 
PROPHETS 

How does the 
Bible distinguish 
between true and 

false prophets? 

 

 

 



TESTING PROPHETS 
Biblical Tests 

•  Revelatory Accuracy – God’s true prophets 
declare divine revelation with 100% accuracy. 
(Deut. 18:20–22; Ezek. 13:3–9) 

•  Moral Integrity – God’s true prophets are 
characterized by personal holiness. (Jer. 23:14 – 
16; Matt. 7:20; 2 Peter 2:2–3) 

•  Doctrinal Orthodoxy – God’s true prophets 
proclaim doctrines that are right and true. (Deut. 
13:1–5; 2 Peter 2:1) 

 

 

 



 

Key Question: 

How does Joseph 
Smith measure up to  
the biblical tests for 
those who claim to 
be true prophets 
from God? 



THE ACCURACY TEST 

Were the revelations 
delivered by Joseph Smith 

100% accurate? 



THE ACCURACY TEST 
Failed Prophecies: 

Joseph Smith made a number of 
predictions, which he claimed were 
revelations received from God, but 
which turned out to be false. 



THE ACCURACY TEST 
Inaccurate History: 

Joseph Smith concocted a history of 
ancient America for which there is no 
archaeological or historical evidence 
whatsoever. 



THE ACCURACY TEST 
Erroneous Translations: 

The Book of Abraham definitively 
proves that Joseph Smith had no ability 
to translate Egyptian hieroglyphs. Such 
discredits his claims to have translated 
The Book of Mormon. 



THE MORAL TEST 

Did Joseph Smith 
exemplify the qualifications 

God requires for His 
spokesmen? 



THE MORAL TEST 
Not above reproach: 

Wherever he went, Smith got into 
trouble with the law: for treasure 
hunting, practicing divination, inciting 
riots, bank fraud, and treason. 



THE MORAL TEST 
Not a one-woman man: 

Smith’s practice of polygamy led him to 
be married or “sealed” to about 30 
women — 10 of whom were already 
married to other men. 



THE MORAL TEST 
2 Peter 2:13–14 

[False teachers] are stains and 
blemishes, reveling in their deceptions, 
as they carouse with you, having eyes 
full of adultery that never cease from sin, 
enticing unstable souls, having a heart 
trained in greed. 



THE DOCTRINAL TEST 

Do Joseph Smith’s 
teachings harmonize with 

what God previously 
revealed in His Word? 



 Charles Taze Russell 



 Russell’s writings were widely read during his lifetime. 



 Russell associated WWI with the beginning of Armageddon 



Joseph Franklin Rutherford 



This newspaper ad 
illustrates the 
kinds of false 

predictions that 
have characterized 

the Watchtower 
Society throughout 

its history. 
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A BIBLICAL 
EVALUATION  

OF THESE 
MOVEMENTS 

A BIBLICAL 
EVALUATION  

OF THESE 
MOVEMENTS 



BIBLICAL EVALUATION 
At a basic level, at least three tests might be applied: 

1.  What do they teach about the Word of God (in 
Scripture)? 

2.  What do they teach about the work of God (in 
salvation)? 

3.  What do they teach about the worship of God 
(in spirit and truth)? 

 



THE WORD OF GOD 
THE SCRIPTURES 
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THE WORD OF GOD 
Mormonism adds to the Scriptures, by elevating three 
books to a level of equal authority to the Bible: 

 

Book of Mormon 
Pearl of Great Price 
Doctrines and Covenants 

These books contain the teachings of Joseph Smith. They 
are considered inspired revelation from God. 

 

 



THE WORD OF GOD 
LDS.org: The Book of Mormon is the word of God, like 
the Bible. It is holy scripture, with form and content 
similar to that of the Bible. 

LDS.org: To establish doctrine and to understand the 
biblical text, Latter-day Saints turn to living prophets 
and to additional books of scripture—the Book of 
Mormon, Doctrine and Covenants, and Pearl of Great 
Price. 

 

 

 



THE WORD OF GOD 
For Jehovah’s Witnesses, the New World Translation is 
considered authoritative. Yet, it purposely distorts certain 
passages to uphold Watchtower teachings. 

 

William Barclay: “The deliberate distortion of truth by 
this sect is seen in the New Testament translation. . . .  
It is abundantly clear that a sect which can translate the 
New Testament like that is intellectually dishonest.”  

 



THE WORD OF GOD 
Mormons add the writings of Joseph Smith to the Bible. 
Jehovah’s Witnesses purposely distort the text of Scripture 
to support the official teachings of the Watchtower Society. 

But the true church is characterized by submission to the 
Word of God, and all it teaches, as its highest authority. 

That statement cannot be made of either of these groups. 
Therefore, they fail this test of orthodoxy. 

 



THE WORK OF GOD 
IN SALVATION 
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THE WORK OF GOD 
Mormonism 

The LDS church teaches that there is a general salvation 
which almost everyone (including non-Mormons) will 
experience. 

But for those who desire to go to the “celestial kingdom,” 
which is the highest form of heaven, salvation is the result 
of both faith and works. 

 

 



THE WORK OF GOD 
Robert Bowman: LDS requirements for this salvation include:  

•  belief in Christ 
•  baptism (into the LDS Church) 
•  keeping all the commandments (including rules laid down 

by the LDS Church) 
•  receiving the gift of the Holy Ghost (by a Mormon laying 

hands on you) 
•  dependence on Christ’s Atonement and God’s grace to make 

you perfect 
 

 

 



THE WORK OF GOD 
Though Mormonism talks about “grace,” it is an 
understanding of grace that is predicated on good 
works. 

2 Nephi 25:23 – For we labor diligently to write, to 
persuade our children, and also our brethren, to believe 
in Christ, and to be reconciled to God; for we know that 
it is by grace that we are saved, after all we can do. 

 



THE WORK OF GOD 
Moroni 10:32 –Yea, come unto Christ, and be perfected 
in him, and deny yourselves of all ungodliness; and if ye 
shall deny yourselves of all ungodliness, and love God 
with all your might, mind and strength, then is his grace 
sufficient for you, that by his grace ye may be perfect in 
Christ; and if by the grace of God ye are perfect in 
Christ, ye can in nowise deny the power of God. 



THE WORK OF GOD 
LDS theology affirms celestial marriage and teaches 
that people can become gods. 

Doctrines and Covenants, 132:20 – Then shall they be 
gods, because they have no end; therefore shall they be 
from everlasting to everlasting, because they continue; 
then shall they be above all, because all things are subject 
unto them. Then shall they be gods, because they have all 
power, and the angels are subject unto them. 



THE WORK OF GOD 
Jehovah’s Witnesses 

The Watchtower Society teaches that salvation is not 
through faith alone in Christ. 

In order to be saved, a person must become a Jehovah’s 
Witness, be baptized, live a life of obedience, and remain in 
good standing with the church. 

 

 



THE WORK OF GOD 
JW.org: Salvation. Deliverance from sin and death is 
possible through the ransom sacrifice of Jesus. (Matthew 
20:28; Acts 4:12) To benefit from that sacrifice, people 
must not only exercise faith in Jesus but also change 
their course of life and get baptized.  



THE WORK OF GOD 
Watchtower: When a person, on the basis of the 
Scriptural knowledge he has gained, has belief in Christ 
as the Savior whom God provided and shows that faith by 
his works, he can consider himself as being on the way to 
salvation. It would be a mistake for him to think that he 
is now saved and cannot fall. He must show by his 
endurance in the Christian faith that he is worthy of 
salvation. 



THE WORK OF GOD 
By insisting that good works are necessary for 
salvation, and by presenting erroneous views of 
eternal life, both Mormons and Jehovah’s 
Witnesses fail this biblical test. 

Galatians 1:8 – Even if we, or an angel from heaven, 
should preach to you a gospel contrary to what we have 
preached to you, he is to be accursed! 

 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
IN SPIRIT AND TRUTH 
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THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
Mormonism teaches that God the Father was once 
a man. And that human beings can become gods. 

Joseph Smith: God himself was once as we are now, 
and is an exalted man, and sits enthroned in yonder 
heavens! . . . He was once a man like us; yea, that God 
himself, the Father of us all, dwelt on an earth, the same 
as Jesus Christ Himself did. 

 

 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
In addition to Heavenly Father, Mormons teach 
that there is also a Heavenly Mother. All people are 
the spirit children of these two heavenly parents. 

LDS.org: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints teaches that all human beings, male and female, 
are beloved spirit children of heavenly parents, a 
Heavenly Father and a Heavenly Mother. . . . The 
doctrine of a Heavenly Mother is a cherished and 
distinctive belief among Latter-day Saints. 

 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
Mormonism views Jesus Christ as the first child 
born to Heavenly Father and Mother. He is not 
viewed as co-eternal with God the Father. Thus, 
Mormonism denies the Trinity. 

Gospel Principles: The first spirit born to our heavenly 
parents was Jesus Christ (see D&C 93:21), so he is 
literally our elder brother (see Discourses of Brigham 
Young, p. 26). Because we are the spiritual children of 
our heavenly parents, we have inherited the potential to 
develop their divine qualities.  

 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
Jehovah’s Witnesses deny the full deity of Jesus 
Christ.  

Though they acknowledge Jesus to be “divine” in some 
sense, they teach that He is a created being. 

This is the same error that was taught by a fourth-century 
heretic named Arius. 

 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

JW.org: We have learned from the Bible that Jesus is 
not Almighty God and that there is no Scriptural basis 
for the Trinity doctrine. 

JW.org: Jesus is the only one directly created by God. 
Jesus is also the only one whom God used when He 
created all other things. 

 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
Jehovah’s Witnesses also deny the Personhood of 
the Holy Spirit, refering to Him as a “what” rather 
than a “who.” 

JW.org: The holy spirit is God’s power in action, his 
active force. . . . By referring to God’s spirit as his 
“hands,” “fingers,” or “breath,” the Bible shows that the 
holy spirit is not a person. 

 



THE 
DOCTRINE OF  
THE TRINITY 



In	Scripture,	God	has	revealed	to	us	the	
mystery	of	His	Triune	nature.		

The	doctrine	of	the	Trinity	is	built	on	two	
fundamental	truths:		

1)  There	is	only	one	God.		

2)  The	one	God	has	eternally	existed	as	three	
distinct	Persons,	each	of	whom	is	equally	and	
fully	God.	

THE TRINITY 



Reality	1:	There	is	only	one	true	God.	

Isaiah	46:9—	“Remember	the	former	things	long	
past,	For	I	am	God,	and	there	is	no	other;	I	am	God,	
and	there	is	no	one	like	Me.”	

Cf.	Deuteronomy	4:35;	6:4;	Isaiah	43:10–11;	45:5,	18,	
21–22;	Joel	2:27;	Zechariah	14:9;	Malachi	2:10;	Mark	
12:29;	James	2:19;	1	Timothy	2:5.	

THE TRINITY 



Reality	2:	In	His	very	being,	God	exists	as	three	distinct	
Persons,	each	of	whom	is	equally	and	fully	God.	

The	Father	is	God		

2	Corinthians	1:3—“Blessed	be	the	God	and	Father	of	
our	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	the	Father	of	mercies	and	God	
of	all	comfort.”	

Cf.	Matthew		6:9,	14;	John	17:1–3;	1	Corinthians	8:6;	
Philippians	2:11;	Colossians	1:3;	1	Peter	1:2;	et.	al.	

THE TRINITY 



The	Son	is	God	

Titus	2:13—“looking	for	the	blessed	hope	and	the	
appearing	of	the	glory	of	our	great	God	and	Savior,	
Christ	Jesus.”	

Cf.	Isaiah	9:6;	Matthew	1:23;	John	1:1,	14,	18;	20:28;	Acts	
20:28;	Romans	9:5;	1	Corinthians	1:24;	2	Corinthians	4:4;	
Philippians	2:6;	Colossians	1:15–16;	2:9;	Titus	2:13;	
Hebrews	1:3,	8;	2	Peter	1:1;	1	John	5:20.	

	

THE TRINITY 



1.	Jesus	claimed	to	have	a	divine	origin	(John	6:62;	8:23;	
16:28;	17:5)	

2.	Jesus	claimed	to	possess	divine	authority:	

•  Over	people’s	eternal	destinies	(John	8:24;	cf.	Luke	
12:8–9;	John	5:22,	27–29)	

•  Over	the	Sabbath	(Matt.	12:8;	Mark	2:28;	Luke	6:5)	

•  Over	demons,	disease,	and	the	natural	world	(cf.	
Matt.	8:23–27;	Mark	1:34;	4:35–41,	etc.)	

THE TRINITY 



3.	Jesus	claimed	the	right	to	receive	worship	and	the	
ability	to	answer	prayer	(John	14:13–14;	cf.	Acts	7:59;	9:10–
17)	

4.	Jesus	claimed	the	authority	to	forgive	sins	(Mark	2:5–11)	

5.	Jesus	called	Himself	the	Son	of	Man,	a	title	with	divine	
implications	from	the	Old	Testament	(cf.	Dan.	7:13–14)	

THE TRINITY 



6.	Jesus	also	called	Himself	the	Son	of	God,	a	title	His	
opponents	understood	as	a	claim	to	deity	(Matt.	27:43;	
John	8:58;	10:46;	19:7)	

7.	Jesus	called	Himself	“I	Am,”	thereby	applying	the	Old	
Testament	name	Yahweh	to	Himself	(John	8:58).	

8.	Jesus	claimed	absolute	unity	with	the	Father,	such	
that	He	could	tell	His	disciples,	“If	you’ve	seen	Me,	
you’ve	seen	the	Father”	(John	14:9–10;	cf.	10:30;	12:45)	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

THE TRINITY 



9.	Jesus	claimed	to	possess	that	which	belongs	only	to	
God:	
	a.	God’s	kingdom	(Matt.	13:41;	16:28;	cf.	Luke	1:33)	
	b.	God’s	elect	(Matt.	24:30–31)	
	c.	God’s	angels	(Matt.	13:41;	24:30–31)	

10.	The	rest	of	the	New	Testament	affirms	that	Jesus	is	
God	(John	1:1;	Acts	20:28;	Romans	9:5;	1	Corinthians	1:24;	2	
Corinthians	4:4;	Philippians	2:6;	Colossians	1:15–16;	2:9;	
Titus	2:13;	Hebrews	1:3,	8;	2	Peter	1:1;	1	John	5:20)	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

THE TRINITY 



The	Son	is	not	the	Father.		

John	1:1–2—“In	the	beginning	was	the	Word,	and	
the	Word	was	with	God,	and	the	Word	was	God.	He	
was	in	the	beginning	with	God.”		

Cf.	Matthew	11:27;	John	3:35;	4:34;	5:30–32,	37;	6:38;	
10:36;	12:49;	14:8–11;	17:20–24;	Galatians	4:41	John	2:1;	
Hebrews	7:25.	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

THE TRINITY 



The	Holy	Spirit	is	God.	

Acts	5:3–4—“But	Peter	said,	‘Ananias,	why	has	Satan	
filled	your	heart	to	lie	to	the	Holy	Spirit	and	to	keep	
back	some	of	the	price	of	the	land?	While	it	
remained	unsold,	did	it	not	remain	your	own?	And	
after	it	was	sold,	was	it	not	under	your	control?	Why	
is	it	that	you	have	conceived	this	deed	in	your	heart?	
You	have	not	lied	to	men	but	to	God.’”	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

THE TRINITY 



The	Spirit	possesses	all	of	the	attributes	of	deity.	
(Gen.	1:2;	6:3;	Job	33:4;	Ps.	139:7–8;	John	3:3–8;	14:23;	
1	Cor.	2:10–11;	6:16,19;		2	Cor.	3:18;	Heb.	9:14;	10:15–16;	
2	Thess.	2:13;	1	Peter	1:10–11;	2	Peter	1:21)	

Moreover,	He	is	a	Person	who	possesses	the	
attributes	of	personhood.	(Mark	3:29;	John	14:26;	
16:8;	Acts	8:29;	13:2;	16:6;	Rom.	8:26;	15:30;	1	Cor.	
12:11;	Eph.	4:30;	1	Tim.	4:1;	Heb.	10:29;	Rev.	2:7)	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

THE TRINITY 



The	Spirit	is	not	the	Father	nor	the	Son.		

Thus,	each	Member	of	the	Trinity	is	a	distinct	Person.	

John	14:16–17—“I	will	ask	the	Father,	and	He	will	give	you	another	
Helper,	that	He	may	be	with	you	forever;	that	is	the	Spirit	of	truth,	
whom	the	world	cannot	receive,	because	it	does	not	see	Him	or	
know	Him,	but	you	know	Him	because	He	abides	with	you	and	
will	be	in	you.”	

Cf.	Isaiah	48:16;	Matthew	28:19;	Luke	3:21;	John	14:26;	16:13–14;	
Romans	8:27;	Hebrews	9:8.	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

THE TRINITY 



On	this	basis,	the	Bible	often	refers	to	God	in	ways	
that	emphasize	all	three	Members	of	the	Trinity.		

2	Corinthians	13:14—“The	grace	of	the	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	
and	the	love	of	God,	and	the	fellowship	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	
be	with	you	all.”	

Cf.	Matt.	28:19;	Rom.	14:17–18;	15:13–17;	15:30;	1	Cor.	6:11,	17–19;	
12:4–6;	2	Cor.	1:21–22;	3:4–6;	Gal.	2:21–3:2;	Eph.	2:18;	21–22;		
3:11–17;	4:4–6;	5:18–20;	Phil.	2:1,	6;	Col.	1:6–8;	1	Thess.	1:1–5;	
4:2,	8;	5:18–19;	2	Thess.	2:13,	14;	3:5;	Titus	3:4–6;	Heb.	9:14;	1	
John	3:23–24;	Jude	20–21.	
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

THE TRINITY 



Certain	groups	may	reject	the	doctrine	of	the	
Trinity.	But	in	so	doing,	they	are	denying	a	
central	teaching	of	the	Bible	and	the	claims	of	
the	Lord	Jesus	Christ.	

Trinitarian	doctrine	is	revealed	implicitly	in	the	Old	
Testament	and	explicitly	in	the	New	Testament.	

Consequently,	we	embrace	the	doctrine	of	the	
Trinity	because	that	is	how	God	has	revealed	
Himself	to	us	in	His	Word.	

	

	
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

THE TRINITY 



BIBLICAL EVALUATION 
At a basic level, at least three tests might be applied: 

1.  What do they teach about the Word of God (in 
Scripture)? 

2.  What do they teach about the work of God (in 
salvation)? 

3.  What do they teach about the worship of God 
(in spirit and truth)? 

 



WITNESSING  
TO MORMONS 

AND JWS 



A CHRISTIAN WITNESS 
1. Recognize that these movements are not 
true expressions of Christianity. We should 
not embrace their members as brothers and 
sisters in Christ. 
 

2 John 10–11 – If anyone comes to you and does 
not bring this teaching, do not receive him into 
your house, and do not give him a greeting; for 
the one who gives him a greeting participates in 
his evil deeds. 

 



A CHRISTIAN WITNESS 
2. At the same time, we ought to seek 
opportunities to explain the true gospel to 
those caught in these false systems. 
 

Jude 22–23 – And have mercy on some, who are 
doubting; save others, snatching them out of the 
fire; and on some have mercy with fear, hating 
even the garment polluted by the flesh. 

 



A CHRISTIAN WITNESS 
3. Realize that Mormons and JWs use a lot of 
the same terminology that Christians use.  
 

Understand that oftentimes, they mean very 
different things by those same terms.  
 

Ask them what they mean by things like “faith,” 
“salvation,” “grace,” and “Son of God.” 



A CHRISTIAN WITNESS 
4.  When time is short, don’t get distracted 
with every miscellaneous point of doctrinal 
disagreement. Instead, focus on the Person 
and work of Jesus Christ. 
 

1 John 5:20 – And we know that the Son of God 
has come, and has given us understanding so 
that we may know Him who is true; and we are 
in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This 
is the true God and eternal life. 



A CHRISTIAN WITNESS 
5. Fifth, be ready to defend the truth about 
Jesus from your Bible (1 Peter 3:15). 
 
If you don’t already know key texts related to the 
deity of Christ, for example, take the time to learn 
those passages.  
 
You should know what you believe and why you 
believe it. 



A CHRISTIAN WITNESS 
6. Seek to maintain a tone that is courteous 
and non-combative. 
 

At the same time, be clear about areas of 
disagreement and the seriousness of the errors 
represented by these two systems.  
 

Speak and act in a way that demonstrates the love 
and truth of the Lord Jesus. 
 
 



A CHRISTIAN WITNESS 
7. Continue to pray for them, even after 
they leave, that the Holy Spirit would open 
their eyes to the truth of the gospel. 
 

Romans 10:1–2 – My heart’s desire and my 
prayer to God for them is for their salvation. 
For I testify about them that they have a zeal 
for God, but not in accordance with knowledge. 

 




