
The Ministry of  
Encouragement and Edification 

Proverbs 10:11-13a 
The mouth of the righteous is a fountain of life, but the mouth of the wicked conceals 
violence.  Hatred stirs up strife, but love covers all transgressions. 

Principle: There is power in words to encourage or discourage. 

Proverbs 10:13b 
On the lips of the discerning, wisdom is found. 

Principle: There is power in words to help others live out truth. 

Proverbs 10:19 
When there are many words, transgression is unavoidable, but he who restrains his lips 
is wise. 

Principle: There is power in words that must be stewarded. 

Proverbs 10:20-21 
The tongue of the righteous is as choice silver . . . the lips of the righteous feed many. 

Principle: There is power in words to bless many. 

Proverbs 12:18-18 
He who speaks truth tells what is right, but a false witness, deceit. There is one who 
speaks rashly like the thrust of a sword, but the tongue of the wise brings healing. 

Principle: There is the power in words to crush or heal another man’s spirit. 

Proverbs 18:21 
Death and life are in the power of the tongue, and those who love it eat of its fruit. 

Principle: There is power in words to produce a legacy. 

Additional Passages:  
Encourage/Edify:  Matthew 12:36-37; Ephesians 4:29; I Thessalonians 4:13-18; 
5:11-14, I Corinthians 1:8; 10:23; 14:17; Hebrews 10:24 

Word Study: 
Encourage = Paraklesis = para (by the side) kaleo (to call) “A calling to one’s aid” 
Edify = Oikodomeo = oiko (a home) demo (to build) “The act of building up” 

Who needs to be encouraged and edified? 



Those attempting to overcome sin 
Those being persecuted   
Those experiencing crisis 
Those who have lost sight of the promised victory 
Those who are young 
Those who are in leadership over us 
Those who are demonstrating faithfulness 

Example: Children need to be affirmed not only disciplined. 

The ministry of encouragement and edification requires reflection and observation.  
Take time to consider what individual needs and opportunities exist to minister to those 
under your care. 

Practical steps to encourage and edify another person 

What to communicate: 
1. Words of scripture 
2. Words of others 
3. Words of blessing 
4. Words of personal impact 
5. Words of hope 

How to communicate: 
1. With sincerity 
2. With grace 
3. Without sarcasm 
4. Without manipulation  

Means of communicating: 
1. Verbally (face to face, phone call) 
2. Texting 
3. Recover the art of personal note writing 

When to communicate: 
1. Before there is an awareness of need 
2. In the presence of others 
3. In the moment 
4. After the immediate crisis 

The effect of corporate and personal prayer:  
Praying for others, either thanksgiving or intercession, is encouraging to those who 
hear.  Hearing the prayers of others, leads us to greater sympathy and presents us with 
an opportunity to pursue to encourage and build up. The Holy Spirit intercedes and 
comforts us, knowing our needs intimately.  We too can be intercessors and comforters 
when we consider other’s needs.


	The Ministry of
	Encouragement and Edification

