
“Letter to a Loveless Church,” Part 1   ●   Revelation 2:1–7



“To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: The One who holds the seven 
stars in His right hand, the One who walks among the seven golden 

lampstands, says this: I know your deeds and your toil and perseverance, and 
that you cannot tolerate evil men, and you put to the test those who call 

themselves apostles, and they are not, and you found them to be false; and 
you have perseverance and have endured for My name’s sake, and have not 
grown weary. But I have this against you, that you have left your first love. 
Therefore remember from where you have fallen, and repent and do the 

deeds you did at first; or else I am coming to you and will remove your 
lampstand out of its place—unless you repent. Yet this you do have, that you 

hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. He who has an ear, let 
him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, I will 

grant to eat of the tree of life which is in the Paradise of God.”

Text



I. The Address (2:1a)

II. The Assessor (2:1b)

III. The Approval (2:2–3, 6)

IV. The Accusation (2:4)

V. The Admonition (2:5)

VI. The Appeal (2:7a)

VII. The Assurance (2:7b)

Outline



65 miles

• The representative 
messengers (“angels”) 
from each of the seven 
churches would have 
sailed from Patmos to 
the port of Ephesus.

• Beginning in Ephesus, 
each messenger would 
read the entire book of 
Revelation to the 
congregation. 

Background



• After a copy was made 
to leave with the 
church, the rest of the 
messengers would 
continue to the next 
church with the 
original.

• The messengers 
followed major roads 
along the coast and 
valleys that formed a 
postal route for the 
province of Asia. 



“The prophecy [of Revelation] arises out 
of local and contemporary circumstances; 

it is, in the first instance at least, the 
answer of the Spirit to the fears and perils 
of the Asian Christians towards the end of 

the first century.”

—H. B. Swete, The Apocalypse of St. John, ccxviii

• There are two important issues that factor into the contents of all seven 
letters: (1) the challenges presented to the churches by the state; and 
(2) the challenges presented to the churches by the Jews.



1) The challenge from the state came from the imperial cult—the worship 
demanded by the emperor and incorporated into all aspects of civic life.

• The Roman emperor at the time was Titus Flavius 
Domitianus (AD 51–96), or Domitian, who ruled AD 81–
96.

• “With equal arrogance, when he dictated the form of a 
letter to be used by his procurators, he began it thus: 
‘Our lord and god commands so and so;’ whence it 
became a rule that no one should style him otherwise 
either in writing or speaking” (Suetonius, The Lives of 
the Twelve Caesars, “Titus Flavius Domitianus,” §13).



• The emperors claimed divine titles for themselves, including: “God,” 
“the son of God,” “Lord,” “Creator,” and “Savior.”

• A marble pedestal found in Pergamum displays this inscription in 
honor of Caesar Augustus: “The Emperor, Caesar, son of a god, the 
god Augustus, of every land and sea the overseer.”

• An inscription found in the city of Magnesia, 15 miles west of Ephesus, 
displays this description of Nero: “The son of the greatest of the gods, 
Tiberius Claudius.”

• This imperial propaganda was etched into inscriptions throughout the 
streets in the cities, it was minted on coins, it was recited at civic 
events—in short, it was everywhere.



• Regarding Domitian: “That emperor enforced his worship with a rigor 
hitherto unknown, and a pretentious temple to him was actually 
established in Ephesus” (Hemer, The Letters to the Seven Churches, 
40).



• The imperial cult functioned in harmony with the worship of the other 
gods and goddesses of the pantheon, including the worship of Artemis.

• Ephesus was acclaimed in the empire as the guardian city for the 
worship of Artemis (Acts 19:35).

• The temple dedicated to Artemis was one of the seven wonders of the 
ancient world.

• It measured 220 ft x 425 ft, making it one of the largest buildings in the 
empire—4x the size of the Parthenon of Athens.

• It was decorated with 127 columns measuring 6 ft x 60 ft; 36 of these 
columns had life-sized figures carved into the bases.





2) The other great challenge came from the Jews—their hostility and 
subversion launched against the churches.

• In exchange for paying a special tax, the Jews were exempted from the 
duty to participate in civic religious rituals. 

• During Paul’s time, the Roman government viewed the church as 
associated with Judaism (e.g., Acts 18:12–15) and therefore treated it 
as under the same exemption.

• But the Jews fought this association, and by the end of the 1st century 
AD, it is assumed that the Jews were cooperating with local officials to 
disown any members of their synagogues who had become Christian.

• In addition, the effort of Judaizing—of seeking to establish the Mosaic 
law as necessary for Christians—continued to threaten the church. 



“The Christian was faced with a cruel dilemma. His safety was assured 
only by preparedness, in the time of need, to identify himself either 

with pagan society, by sacrifice to the emperor and the expected 
participation in the religious aspects of the guilds and social life (the 
‘Nicolaitan’ answer), or with Judaism on whatever terms would gain 

him acceptance in the synagogue, that is, probably, at least an implicit 
denial of his Lord.” 

—Colin Hemer, Letters to the Seven Churches, 10



• Ephesus was the most prosperous, cosmopolitan, and influential city in 
the province of Asia. 

• Paul eventually reached the city in AD 52, at the end of his 2nd missionary 
journey, saying to its Jewish residents, “I will return to you again if God 
wills” (Acts 18:21).

• God willed so, and Paul spent three full years in Ephesus, from AD 52–55, 
on his 3rd missionary journey. 

• Ephesus soon became one of the great centers of early Christianity.

“To the angel of the church in Ephesus write.”

I. The Address (2:1a)



▪ Aquila and Priscilla ministered in Ephesus (Acts 18:18–21, 24–28).

▪ Apollos ministered in Ephesus (Acts 18:24–28).

▪ Tychicus was sent to minister in Ephesus (Eph 6:21–22).

▪ Paul commissioned Timothy to minister in Ephesus (1 Tim 1:3), 
and he spent at least three years there.

▪ The Apostle John moved to Ephesus, around AD 70 (after Paul’s 
martyrdom) and ministered there until his death (around AD 98).

▪ 1 Corinthians, the Gospel of John, and 1–3 John were all written 
from Ephesus.

▪ Ephesians, 1 and 2 Timothy, and Revelation were all written to 
Ephesus.



“Nowhere does the word of the gospel seem to have 
found a kindlier soil, to have struck root more deeply, 

or to have borne fairer fruits of faith and love. . . . 
From a church to which so much was given, much 

would be required.”

—R. C. Trench, The Seven Churches in Asia, 95



• The exalted Christ identifies Himself using two characteristics revealed to 
John in the vision of chapter 1.

(1) “The One who holds . . . ” – a reference back to 1:16, but with a 
notable change: the verb “holds” here in 2:1 is stronger than “held” 
in 1:16, emphasizing Christ’s power and control.

(2) “The One who walks . . .” – a reference back to 1:13, but with 
another notable change: Christ is not merely “in the middle” (1:13) 
but is “walking” (2:1).

“The One who holds the seven stars in His right hand, the One 
who walks among the seven golden lampstands, says this:”

II. The Assessor (2:1b)



Christ is sovereign over His churches.

Christ is present among His churches. 



• Consistent with the description of v. 1, Christ begins His assessment by 
declaring, “I know”—a statement He will repeat in each of the letters.

• The verb implies complete knowledge—“absolute clearness of mental 
vision, which photographs all facts of life as they pass” (Thomas, 
Revelation 1–7, 133).

“I know your deeds and your toil and perseverance, and that you cannot 
tolerate evil men, and you put to the test those who call themselves 

apostles, and they are not, and you found them to be false; and you have 
perseverance and have endured for My name’s sake, and have not grown 

weary. . . . Yet this you do have, that you hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, 
which I also hate.”

III. The Approval (2:2–3, 6)
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