
How Then 
Shall We Live?

Titus 3:1–8
Part 2



“Remind them to be subject to rulers, to 
authorities, to be obedient, to be ready 
for every good deed, to malign no one, 
to be peaceable, gentle, showing every 

consideration for all men. 
For we also once were foolish ourselves, 

disobedient, deceived, enslaved to 
various lusts and pleasures, spending 
our life in malice and envy, hateful, 

hating one another.”
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I. The Christian’s 
High Calling 
(vv. 1–2)

II. The Christian’s 
Humbling Past 
(v. 3)



“But when the kindness of God our 
Savior and His love for mankind 

appeared, He saved us, not on the 
basis of deeds which we have done in 

righteousness, but according to His 
mercy, by the washing of regeneration 

and renewing by the Holy Spirit, 
whom He poured out upon us richly 

through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that 
being justified by His grace we would 
be made heirs according to the hope 

of eternal life.”
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III. The Christian’s 
Glorious Testimony 
(vv. 4–7)



In relation to the gov’t
(Titus 3:1a)

In relation to society
(Titus 3:1b–2)

be submissive 

be obedient 

bring benefit

refuse slander

resist quarreling

forgive quickly

show deference

I. THE CHRISTIAN’S HIGH CALLING – SUMMARY



II.  The Christian’s Humbling Past (3:3)

• Paul grounds his commands not in his own authority to make 
commands or in the inherent virtue of such commands.

• Instead, Paul grounds his commands in profound theology.

▪ Consider also Philippians 2:1–4 and 2:5–11.

• Here, Paul grounds his commands about proper conduct toward 
unbelievers (vv. 1–2) first in the doctrine of universal depravity 
(v. 3), and then in the doctrine of supernatural grace (vv. 4–7).

“For we also once were . . . ourselves” (v. 3a).



• “foolish” – “unintelligent, dim-witted”—here, “without 
spiritual understanding” (Romans 1:21–22; Ephesians 4:18).

• “disobedient” – active, intentional disobedience to God’s 
laws (also used in Titus 1:16).

• “deceived” – led astray, like sailors who mistake planets for 
stars (2 Timothy 3:13); like sheep easily lost (Isaiah 53:6).

“foolish . . . disobedient, deceived, enslaved to various lusts 
and pleasures, spending our life in malice and envy, hateful, 

hating one another” (v. 3).
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• “enslaved” – “held in bondage under; forced in total service 
to another” (Romans 6).

▪ “lusts” – appetites corrupted and spawned by sin.

▪ “pleasures” – the term from which we get 
“hedonism”; the result of satisfying of those lusts.

▪ “various” – not just one, but a multitude.

“foolish . . . disobedient, deceived, enslaved to various lusts 
and pleasures, spending our life in malice and envy, hateful, 

hating one another” (v. 3).
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• “malice and envy” – “mean-spiritedness” and “inability to 
accept someone else’s prosperity.”

• “hateful” – “despicable, loathsome, worthy of hatred.”

• “hating one another” – aversion of others, so characteristic 
of the unregenerate state (1 John 2:9, 11; 3:15; 4:20; 
Galatians 5:19–21).

“foolish . . . disobedient, deceived, enslaved to various lusts 
and pleasures, spending our life in malice and envy, hateful, 

hating one another” (v. 3).
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“For we also once were . . . ourselves” (Titus 3:3).

II. THE CHRISTIAN’S HUMBLING PAST – SUMMARY

ignorant

lawbreaker

lost

hedonistic

self-absorbed

despicable

hateful



“When we look at the ungodly, we are not to 
hate them – but to pity them, mourn over 
them, and pray for them. Nor have we any 
right to boast over them; for, by nature, and 

of ourselves, we are no better than they. 

—John Newton, “A Word in Season”



III.  The Christian’s Glorious Testimony (3:4–7)

A. Its Historical Context

• The main idea of the sentence isn’t found until v. 5, “He saved 
us.”

• “But” – highlights the contrast between our past depraved 
condition and God’s gracious character. 

• “When” – Paul begins by setting the context for this act of 
salvation.

“But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love 
for mankind appeared” (v. 4).



• “kindness” – “the quality of being helpful or beneficial”; 
when it is used to describe God, it always relates to God’s 
disposition to save (e.g., Eph 2:7). 

• “love for mankind” – one word in the original, philanthrōpia
(“love” + man”); “gracious, humane treatment” (Acts 28:2). 

• God’s qualities stand in stark contrast not only to the 
qualities of lost humanity (v. 3), but to the qualities they 
deserve in response.

“But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love 
for mankind appeared” (v. 4).



“Men are afraid to have good thoughts of God. They think it is a 
boldness to eye God as good, gracious, tender, kind, loving. I 

speak of saints. They can judge Him hard, austere, severe, almost 
implacable, and fierce (the very worst affections of the very worst 

of men, and most hated by God). Is not this soul-deceit from 
Satan? Was it not his design from the beginning to inject such 
thoughts of God? Assure yourself, then, there is nothing more 

acceptable to the Father than for us to keep up our hearts unto 
Him as the eternal fountain of all that rich grace which flows out 

to sinners in the blood of Jesus.”

—John Owen, Works, 2.35



“But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love 
for mankind appeared” (v. 4).

• “God our Savior” – Paul now begins his third and final couplet 
of references to “Saviorhood.”

▪ Here it refers God the Father (see 1:3; 2:10).
▪ In v. 6 it will refer to God the Son (see 1:4; 2:13).

• “appeared” – “to become manifest or gloriously visible.”

▪ Used back in 2:11 – “For the grace of God has appeared.”
▪ Refers to the incarnation of God the Son.



“He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done 
in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing 

of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit” (v. 5).

B. Its Supernatural Basis

• After describing the historical context to God’s work of 
salvation, Paul then describes its basis.

▪ The main clause, “He saved us,” occurs in the middle of 
the sentence, to heighten the emphasis. 

• Paul describes this supernatural basis in terms of a denial
and an affirmation. 



“not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, 
but according to His mercy, He saved us” (v. 5a).

• “deeds” – literally, “not by works.”

▪ The typical word Paul uses to describe religious effort.
▪ Romans 3:27–28; 4:2–6; Galatians 2:16; Ephesians 

2:8–9; 2 Timothy 1:9.

• “done in righteousness” – refers either to works done by 
self-righteousness (as unbelievers) or perhaps to works 
done by Christ’s righteousness (as believers).

▪ In either case, works are never the basis for salvation.

D
e

n
ia

l



“God does not save on the basis of good 
things people may do, even though it is good 

when people do good things. While 
obedience to God’s commands is never to be 
denigrated, in itself human obedience cannot 

establish a right relationship with God.”

—Robert Yarbrough, The Letters to Timothy and 
Titus, 545

religious 
effort



“Beware of self-righteousness. 
The black devil of licentiousness 
destroys his hundreds, but the 

white devil of self-righteousness 
destroys his thousands.”

—Charles Spurgeon



“not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, 
but according to His mercy, He saved us” (v. 5a).

• “but” – a strong contrasting conjunction.

• “His mercy” – “kindness or concern expressed for someone 
in need, compassion.”

▪ Romans 9:23; Ephesians 2:4
▪ The placement of the pronoun “His” in the original is 

emphatic.

• “He saved us” – Paul, Titus, the Cretans—those who “also 
once were . . .” (v. 3).
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He saved us.



“Every other religion in the world is the religion of ‘do,’ 
but Christianity alone is the religion of ‘done.’”

—Mark Dever



• Do you realize what you once were?

• Do you grasp how God saved you?

• Do you understand the character of God?

• Does this impact your attitude to the lost?

IMPLICATIONS
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