
COUNTER-CULTURAL

CHRISTIANITY
PART 6

Titus 2:1–10



• In 2:1–10, Paul provides Titus with a counter-cultural 
“household code” for the new “households of faith” on Crete: 

I. The Necessity for the Expectations (v. 1)

II. The Expectations for Elderly Men (v. 2)

III. The Expectations for Elderly Women (v. 3)

IV. The Expectations for Young Women (vv. 4–5)

V. The Expectations for Young Men (vv. 6–8)

VI. The Expectations for Slaves (vv. 9–10)

Overview



“Urge bondslaves to be subject to their 
own masters in everything, 

to be well-pleasing, not argumentative, 
not pilfering, but showing all good faith 
so that they will adorn the doctrine of 

God our Savior in every respect.”

Ti
tu

s 
2

:9
–1

0

A. The Expectation 
(v. 9a)

C. The Motivation 
(v. 10b)

B. The Application 
(vv. 9b–10a)



The Context

• Slaves made up a vast segment of the population of the 
Roman Empire in Paul’s day (10–20%, or 5–10 million).

• Because of its location and 
culture, Crete was known as 
a key center for the slave 
trade.

• From Paul’s instructions, it 
appears many slaves on Crete 
had become Christians.



• Slaves in the Roman Empire generally came from five sources:

(1) prisoners of war

(2) descendants of other slaves

(3) sold into slavery to pay debts

(4) abandoned infants

(5) captured by slave traders

• The Roman Empire was known as a “slave society” because of 
its economic dependency on slaves and the high percentage of 
slaves in the population.



• The Romans never questioned the legitimacy of slavery; it was 
accepted as the norm as it had been for centuries earlier.

• Ethnicity did not place a decisive role in Greco-Roman slavery; 
many slaves were of the same nationality as their masters.

• It was not unheard 
of for people to sell 
themselves into 
slavery to pay off 
debts and then buy 
back their freedom 
through labor. 



• Any “free” man was permitted by law to own slaves.

• Slaves occupied various roles in society: gardeners, shepherds, 
builders, painters, musicians, entertainers, cooks, maids, 
midwives, doctors, teachers, clerks, and secretaries. 

• Slaves sometimes were 
more highly trained, 
skilled, and cared for 
than those who 
belonged to the class of 
the workforce of 
freemen.



• A slave owner could “free” a slave—an act called manumission. 
The slaves of Roman citizens who were granted freedom even 
became Roman citizens.

• Manumission was not uncommon; some embraced the path of 
slavery with the hope that it would eventually lead not just to 
freedom, but to Roman citizenship (“social mobility”).

• Manumission often served as an incentive for slaves to work 
hard and please their masters.

• “Slavery was more of a process than a permanent state” 
(Jeffers, The Greco-Roman World, 229).



• Although Paul instructs slaves to focus 
on contentment, he refers positively to 
the possibility of being released from 
slavery; see 1 Corinthians 7:21–24. 

• He also warns believers not to sell 
themselves into slavery (presumably 
with the hope of gaining some social 
upward mobility through it). 



“Were you called while a slave? Do not worry about it; but if 
you are able also to become free, rather do that. For he who 
was called in the Lord while a slave, is the Lord’s freedman; 
likewise he who was called while free, is Christ’s slave. You 
were bought with a price; do not become slaves of men. 

Brethren, each one is to remain with God in that condition in 
which he was called.”

—1 Corinthians 7:21–24



• Regarding the slave trade—i.e., kidnapping for the purposes of 
slavery—Paul was unequivocal in his condemnation:

“But we know that the Law is good, if one uses it lawfully, 
realizing the fact that law is not made for a righteous person, 
but for those who are lawless and rebellious, for the ungodly 

and sinners, for the unholy and profane, for those who kill 
their fathers or mothers, for murderers and immoral men and 

homosexuals and kidnappers and liars and perjurers, and 
whatever else is contrary to sound teaching.”

—1 Timothy 1:8–10 (see Exodus 21:16)



A.  The Expectation: Comprehensive Submission (2:9a)

• “Bondslaves” – δοῦλος (doulos), the standard word for “slave”; 
Paul used it to describe himself in 1:1 (“a slave of God”).

• Paul—a free Roman citizen (Acts 22:28)—had equal concern for 
Christian slaves as he did for Christian freeman.

• He believed they were “equals” (e.g., Gal 3:28; Philem 15–16).

• He treated them as an integral part of the church (e.g., 1 Cor 
7:21–22; Eph 6:5–8; Col 3:22–25; 1 Tim 6:1–2).

“Urge bondslaves to be subject to their own masters 
in everything.”



• “To be subject” – the chief expectation Paul delivers to Titus.

▪ “to subject oneself” – a willful act in recognition of order 
and authority. 

▪ Used in 2:5 to describe the attitude older women are to 
inculcate in young wives: “. . . being subject to their own 
husbands”; used in 3:1 for all Christians.

• “to their own masters” – limited in scope.

• “in everything” – broad in extent.

“Urge bondslaves to be subject to their own masters 
in everything.”



• Question: How do we relate Paul’s expectation that slaves 
submit to authority (temporary in duration) to his instructions 
to other segments of the church to submit to the authorities in 
their lives (permanent in duration)?

• Answer: Paul’s instruction to slaves is unique; he never 
connects it to any transcendent principle. 

▪ Male leadership in the church—Paul establishes by 
means of the creation order (1 Tim 2:9–15).

▪ Husband headship in the marriage—Paul establishes by 
Christ’s submission to the Father (1 Cor 11:3; Eph 5:31).

▪ Parental authority in the home—Paul establishes by the 
fifth commandment (Eph 6:1–3).



B.  The Application: Attitude and Action (2:9b–10a)

• Paul now develops the general expectation of submission into 
four areas that related directly to the challenges of slave life.

1. Positive: Be winsome (v. 9b).

2. Negative: Do not talk back (v. 9b).

3. Negative: Do not steal (v. 10a).

4. Positive: Show you can be trusted (v. 10a).

“to be well-pleasing, not argumentative, not pilfering, 
but showing all good faith”

attitude

action



1.  Be winsome.

• The term “well-pleasing” was used in the culture to describe 
generous people—people who sought to do pleasing things for 
others.

• Paul uses it frequently to describe how Christians are to act 
toward God (Rom 12:1; 2 Cor 5:9; Eph 5:10; etc.).

• Here Paul uses it to describe the approach slaves are to take to 
their masters; they are not only to be passively submissive, but 
actively winsome.

“to be well-pleasing” (v. 9b)



2.  Do not talk back.

• The term “argumentative” literally means “to speak against” or 
“to contradict.”

• Paul used the term already in 1:9 with respect to elders: 
“holding fast the faithful word . . . so that he will be able both to 
exhort in sound doctrine and to refute those who contradict.”

• Undoubtedly, newly converted slaves would be tempted to 
speak defiantly toward their masters who remained 
unconverted and “liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons” (cf. 1:12).

“not argumentative” (v. 9b)



3.  Do not steal.

• The term “pilfering” refers to the act of “putting aside for 
oneself,” as in “skimming” or “embezzling.”

• “Stealing would be a temptation to slaves, who could have 
access to many things that might not be missed in small 
quantities and who might justify their actions by saying either 
that the item did not count and would not be missed or that 
what they stole was justly owed to them anyway” (George 
Knight, Pastoral Epistles, 314–15).

“not pilfering” (v. 10a)



4.  Show you can be trusted.

• In light of the common practice of embezzlement, Paul calls 
upon slaves to display the opposite action.

• Slaves were to “show” in that they were to manifest a certain 
kind of action publicly, in plain sight, through their example.

• Specifically, they were to show “faithfulness” or “reliability.”

• Paul adds to the positive notion of this behavior by calling it 
“good.”

“but showing all good faith” (v. 10a)



C. The Motivation: Doctrinal Adornment (v. 10b)

• “So that” – introduces another purpose parallel to 2:5 and 2:8.

• “To adorn” – κοσμέω (kosmeō), “to cause something to have an 
attractive appearance through decoration” (think “cosmetics”). 

• “Doctrine” – the content of teaching (1:9; 2:1).

• “God our Savior” – the Father (1:3; 3:4; contrast 1:4; 2:13; 3:6).

• “in every respect” – in everything in which they submit (v. 9).

“so that they will adorn the doctrine of God our Savior 
in every respect.”



By itself, doctrine can be abstract, “but 
lived out nobly, it may work magnetically 
and give rise to admiration. Then it may 

communicate the saving grace of the 
Christian message across even the kinds 
of social barriers that separated slaves 

and masters.”

—Robert Yarbrough, Letters to Timothy and 
Titus, 524



“So slaves . . . at the bottom of the 
human hierarchy, are able, through the 
splendor of their conduct, to honor God 

and increase the attractiveness of the 
gospel in the hearts of pagans.”

—Ceslas Spicq, Theological Lexicon of the New 
Testament, 2.335



“Look not to this, my good friend, that thou servest
a man, but that thy service is to God, that thou 
adornest the gospel. Then thou wilt undertake 

everything in obedience to thy master, bearing with 
him, though impatient, and angry without cause. 

Consider that thou art not gratifying him, but
fulfilling the commandment of God; then thou wilt 

easily submit to anything. And what I have said 
before, I repeat here, that when our spiritual state 

is right, the things of this life will follow.” 

—John Chrysostom, “Homily IV” on Titus



“For nothing is more engaging than good manners, 
nothing more agreeable and delightful than 

meekness, gentleness, and obedience. A person of 
this character is suitable to all. . . . For virtue is 

superior, and prevails over everything.”

—John Chrysostom, “Homily IV” on Titus



• For those in employment . . . 

1) Submit your view of submission to God’s word.

2) Embrace your position of submission as an 
opportunity to make God’s truth look good.

3) Express your submission through both attitude 
and action.

4) Apply your submission in Paul’s four categories.

IMPLICATIONS
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