
COUNTER-CULTURAL

CHRISTIANITY
PART 3

Titus 2:1–10



• In 2:1–10, Paul provides Titus with a counter-cultural 
“household code” for the new “households of faith” on Crete: 

I. The Necessity for the Expectations (v. 1)

II. The Expectations for Elderly Men (v. 2)

III. The Expectations for Elderly Women (v. 3)

IV. The Expectations for Young Women (vv. 4–5)

V. The Expectations for Young Men (vv. 6–8)

VI. The Expectations for Slaves (vv. 9–10)

Overview



“But as for you, speak the things which are fitting for sound 
doctrine. Older men are to be temperate, dignified, sensible, 

sound in faith, in love, in perseverance. Older women likewise 
are to be reverent in their behavior, not malicious gossips nor 
enslaved to much wine, teaching what is good, so that they 

may encourage the young women to love their husbands, to 
love their children, to be sensible, pure, workers at home, 

kind, being subject to their own husbands, so that the word 
of God will not be dishonored.”
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IV.  The Expectations for Young Women (2:4–5)

• Paul’s expectations for young women are tied directly to his 
expectations for older women.

“so that they may encourage the young women” (v. 4a).

• Seven qualities (vv. 4–5):

A. Love of one’s husband (v. 4) – practical affection and care.

B. Love of one’s children (v. 4) – practical affection and care.

C. Prudence (v. 5) – well balanced state of mind; self-restraint.



D.  Purity

• The term was often used to describe those things that 
belonged to deity. 

• The NT uses it to describe that which is manifestly Christian 
(Phil 4:8; 1 Tim 5:22; Jas 3:7).

• It is used to describe Jesus Christ Himself (1 John 3:3).

• It is used to describe feminine chastity (1 Pet 3:1–2; 2 Cor 11:2).

• In the context of Titus, it refers to “matrimonial purity.”

“pure” (v. 5a).



“Likewise, I want women to adorn themselves with 
proper clothing, modestly and discreetly, not with 
braided hair and gold or pearls or costly garments, 
but rather by means of good works, as is proper for 

women making a claim to godliness.”

—1 Timothy 2:9–10 



E.  Prioritization of the Home

• Paul uses a compound word (οἰκουργός, oikourgos) that 
combines the words οἶκος (oikos, “home”) and ἔργον (ergon,
“work”).

• It refers “to carrying out household responsibilities, busy at 
home” (BDAG, 700). 

• 1 Timothy 5:14 – “Therefore, I want younger widows to get 
married, bear children, keep house, and give the enemy no 
occasion for reproach.”

“workers at home” (v. 5a).



• By this word Paul is not restricting the influence of women to 
the confines of a home (consider Priscilla and Lydia). 

• Nor is Paul limiting the intellectual abilities and skills that young 
women possess (consider Proverbs 31:10–31). 

• Rather, Paul is calling upon older women to instruct the 
younger women to value and prioritize the home.

• Paul elevates the home as the place where a woman’s intellect, 
industriousness, and creativity is uniquely needed for the 
wellbeing of the family.



“The emancipation of woman will only be 
possible when woman can take part in 
production on a large, social scale, and 

domestic work no longer claims anything but an 
insignificant amount of her time.” 

—Friedrich Engels, The Origin of the Family, Private 
Property and the State
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F.  Moral Excellency

• The term pertains to “meeting a high standard of worth and 
merit.”

• It is probably better translated as “good”—as referring to moral 
excellency or exemplary virtue (see Luke 23:50; Acts 11:24).

• In the daily grind of family responsibilities, it is easy to become 
irritable, argumentative, and resentful. 

• Paul calls upon the older women to inculcate this virtue of 
moral excellence in the younger women. 

“kind” (v. 5a).



G.  Submission to One’s Husband

• Paul returns to the topic which introduced his instructions to 
young women (v. 4)—their relationship to their husbands.

• The verb means “to subject oneself”; it implies not forced 
submission but conscious, deliberate choice. 

• Paul limits its extent to one’s “own husband”—not “all men.”

“being subject to their own husbands” (v. 5a).

“affection for 
one’s husband” (v. 4)

“subjection to
one’s husband” (v. 5)



• Question: Is Paul’s instruction about a wife’s submission to her 
husband a limited command—unique to the Cretan context? 

• Answer: The same exhortation is given to other believers of 
differing contexts, and justified by transcendent principles:

▪ Ephesians 5:22 – “be subject to your own husbands.”

▪ Ephesians 5:24 – “wives ought to be [subject] to their 
husbands.”

▪ Colossians 3:18 – “be subject to your husbands.”

▪ 1 Peter 3:1 – “be submissive to your own husbands.”
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• Question: Does this command then suggest that the husband 
is more valuable than the wife—superior in essence?

• Answer: No, for men and women are equal image-bearers of 
God, mutually dependent, and co-heirs of the grace of life.

▪ Genesis 1:27 – “God created man in His own image . . . 
male and female He created them.”

▪ 1 Corinthians 11:11–12 – “neither is woman independent 
of man, nor is man independent of woman.”

▪ Galatians 3:28 – “you are all one in Christ Jesus.”

▪ 1 Peter 3:7 – “fellow heir of the grace of life.”
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• Question: Does this command entail subjection to one’s 
husband in an absolute sense—submission without limits?

• Answer: No, for no human authority is absolute.

▪ Romans 13:1 – “There is no authority except from God.”

▪ Human authorities must exercise their delegated 
authority in a way consistent with God’s design.

▪ When they do not, resistance is possible, perhaps even 
necessary, but never by sinful means. 

▪ Acts 5:21 – “We must obey God rather than men.”
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“The grace of God is rejected by modern liberalism. And the 
result is slavery—the slavery of the law, the wretched 
bondage by which man undertakes the impossible task of 
establishing his own righteousness as a ground of acceptance 
with God. It may seem strange at first sight that “liberalism,” 
of which the very name means freedom, should in reality be
wretched slavery. But the phenomenon is not 
really so strange. Emancipation from the blessed 
will of God always involves bondage to some 
worse taskmaster.”

—J. Gresham Machen, Christianity & Liberalism, 144



“Who is like the LORD our God, 
Who is enthroned on high,

Who humbles Himself to behold 
The things that are in heaven and in the earth?

He raises the poor from the dust 
And lifts the needy from the ash heap,

To make them sit with princes, 
With the princes of His people.

He makes the barren woman abide in the house 
As a joyful mother of children. 

Praise the LORD!”

—Psalm 113:5–9



THE PURPOSE

• Paul closes his instructions to older women and younger 
women with an important purpose statement: “so that . . . .”

• What concerned Paul was not “patriarchy,” but “the word of 
God” (see 1:2–3).

• The disregard of these instructions would result in the 
“dishonoring”—or literally, the “blaspheming”—of God’s word.

• He equated his instructions with this very “word” (Titus 1:1–3).

“so that the word of God will not be dishonored” (v. 5b).



“Christianity has an important stake in the 
home, its right ordering, its decency, its love, 
its capacity to enable growth. If Christianity 

does not act to guide and enable these values, 
it will not show its social worth and will in the 

long run become justifiably discredited.” 

—Thomas Oden, First and Second Timothy and Titus, 
118



“Godly domestic patterns undoubtedly send a message to a 
watching world, but more fundamentally they mark the 

doxological living patterns that enable the crown of God’s 
creation ... to flourish.” 

—Yarbrough, The Letters to Timothy & Titus, 519



IMPLICATIONS

• Young women, married or unmarried . . . 

▪ Seek out the older women who will encourage 
these virtues in you. 

▪ Do not be naïve about the culture; it is not neutral, 
nor does it have your best interests in view.

▪ Trust that God’s word about your life and priorities 
is true and good—and leads to real freedom.

▪ Consider in concrete terms how each of these 
seven virtues can be cultivated in your life.



IMPLICATIONS (CONT’D)

▪ Be very careful not to subtract or add to Paul’s 
intent; neither antinomianism, traditionalism, nor 
legalism are appropriate approaches.

▪ Remember always the grace of God—grace to 
cover and cancel sin, and grace to instruct and 
empower change.
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