
COUNTER-CULTURAL

CHRISTIANITY
PART 2

Titus 2:1–10



• What does Christian culture look like?

• Answers to this question tend toward three errant positions:

1) Antinomianism – denying either that God has revealed 
commands concerning Christian living, or that what He has 
revealed is authoritative (e.g., the Corinthians, 1 Cor 5:1).

2) Traditionalism – prescribing additional man-made laws to 
protect the teachings of Scripture and ensure true and 
exhaustive holiness (e.g., the Pharisees, Mark 7:8).

3) Legalism – pursuing obedience to God’s commandments 
apart from God’s person, God’s grace, and God’s activity.



• The apostle Paul has a better response to the question than 
any of these positions:

“For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all 
men, instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires 
and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age, 

looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of 
our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus, who gave Himself for us 

to redeem us from every lawless deed, and to purify for Himself 
a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds.”

—Titus 2:11–14 



• In 2:1–10, Paul provides Titus with a counter-cultural 
“household code” for the new “households of faith” on Crete: 

I. The Necessity for the Expectations (v. 1)

II. The Expectations for Elderly Men (v. 2)

III. The Expectations for Elderly Women (v. 3)

IV. The Expectations for Young Women (vv. 4–5)

V. The Expectations for Young Men (vv. 6–8)

VI. The Expectations for Slaves (vv. 9–10)

Overview



“But as for you, speak the things which are fitting for sound 
doctrine. Older men are to be temperate, dignified, sensible, 

sound in faith, in love, in perseverance. Older women likewise 
are to be reverent in their behavior, not malicious gossips nor 
enslaved to much wine, teaching what is good, so that they 

may encourage the young women to love their husbands, to 
love their children, to be sensible, pure, workers at home, 

kind, being subject to their own husbands, so that the word 
of God will not be dishonored.”

Ti
tu

s 
2

:1
–5



IV.  The Expectations for Young Women (2:4–5)

• Paul’s expectations for young women are tied directly to his 
expectations for older women.

• Titus 2:3 – “Older women likewise are to be reverent in their 
behavior, not malicious gossips nor enslaved to much wine, 
teaching what is good.”

• Paul could have pointed to a host of noble purposes for such 
conduct on the part of the older women, but he focuses here 
on one:

• Titus 2:4 – “so that they may encourage the young women …” 



• “may encourage” – “to instruct in prudence 
or behavior that is becoming and shows good 
judgment,” or better, “to bring to one’s 
senses.”

“so that they may encourage the young women” (v. 4a).

• The term is the verb form for “sensible” used in 1:8 and 2:2.

• Elderly women are not to think that the cultivation of the 
virtues listed in 2:3 are either pointless or self-serving.

• The “culture” described therein is to have a direct impact on 
the next generation—“the young women” (< 50 yrs old).



“There’s a dire need in the church today for older women who 
are godly and obey the biblical directive to train young women 
in the faith. Many young women long for more mature women 
to take them under their wings and to teach them how to live 
the Christian life, especially since many lack godly role models 

in their own families.”

—Andreas Köstenberger, 1–2 Timothy & Titus, 331–32



A. love of one’s husband (v. 4);

B. love of one’s children (v. 4);

C. prudence (v. 5);

D. purity (v. 5);

E. prioritization of the home (v. 5); 

F. moral excellency (v. 5); and

G. submission to one’s husband (v. 5).

• What does this “sense and sensibility” look like for younger 
women?



A.  Love of One’s Husband

• Paul uses a compound word (φίλανδρος, philandros) that 
combines the words φιλέω (phileō, “to have affection for”) 
and ἀνδρός (andros, “man, husband”).

• Although covenant faithfulness is assumed (“loyal love”), the 
term emphasizes friendship, intimacy, and care.

• Older women are to inculcate in the younger women a lifestyle 
of showing affection to their husbands.

“to love their husbands” (v. 4b).



“Greco-Roman marriage was an 
institution facing many challenges in the 

first century, much as it is in the West 
today. Gospel reception can create 

strong, godly, and selfless relationships 
leading to vibrant marriages. This is 
what Paul is trying to encourage.”

—Robert Yarbrough, The Letters to Timothy 
and Titus, 513–14



B.  Love of One’s Children

• Paul uses another compound word (φιλότεκνος , philoteknos) 
that combines the words φιλέω (phileō, “to have affection 
for”) and τέκνον (teknon, “child”).

• Paul elsewhere emphasizes the special affection that a mother 
is to display to her children (see 1 Thess 2:7). 

• Once again, Paul exhorts older women to inculcate in the 
younger women a lifestyle of such affection to their children.

“to love their children” (v. 4b).



• Paul’s context—as ours—was a dangerous environment for 
children; his insistence on affection toward them was certainly 
counter-cultural.

• The Cretans in particular were known as narcissistic “liars, evil 
beasts, and lazy gluttons” (1:11)—a characterization that 
extended beyond the men to include women as well.

• Child-rearing in Greco-Roman culture in general focused on 
producing a male descendent to carry on the inheritance, or to 
produce citizens for a strong republic. 

• Eugenics—the effort to improve the genetic quality of a 
population—was widely embraced (see Plato, The Republic).



“As to the exposure and rearing of children, 
let there be a law that no deformed child 

shall live . . . [W]hen couples have children 
in excess, let abortion be procured before 
sense and life have begun; what may or 
may not be lawfully done in these cases 

depends on the question of life and 
sensation.” —Aristotle, Politics, Pt VII.16

“. . . they considered that if a child did not start in possession of 
health and strength, it was better both for itself and for the state 

that he should not live at all.” —Plutarch’s Lives, “Life of Lykurgus”



“An age in which the slaughter of the unborn through abortion is 
internationally rampant should not find it hard to imagine a 

situation in which mothers need to be called back to the 
protection and promotion of their children.”

—Yarbrough, The Letters to Timothy and Titus, 514



C.  Prudence

• Paul repeats an adjective he used in 1:8 (elders) and 2:2 
(elderly men), and which he will use again in 2:6 (young men). 

• He used the verb form in 2:4 and will use the 
adverb in 2:12; it is a key emphasis in Titus.

• The term speaks of one who is in control of 
oneself—particularly of one’s thoughts.

• It describes “a well-balanced state of mind 
resulting from habitual self-restraint.”

“sensible” (v. 5a).



IMPLICATIONS

• Young women, married or unmarried . . . 

▪ Seek out the older women who will encourage 
these virtues in you. 

▪ Do not be naïve about the culture; it is not neutral, 
nor does it have your best interests in view.

▪ Trust that God’s word about your life and priorities 
is true and good.

▪ Consider in concrete terms how each of these 
virtues can be cultivated in your life.
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