
A CLEAR AND PRESENT 

DANGER
PART 2

Titus 1:12–16



• Paul left Titus in Crete with a specific task: to set in order what 
remained in the newly planted churches (1:5a).

• This task chiefly entailed the appointment of elders/overseers 
in every city (1:5b).

• The right men were essential for this office—namely, it was 
necessary for them to be above reproach (1:6–9).

• Such leaders were needed to defend the churches against the 
rise of challengers to the truth (1:10–16).

Review



I. The Threat of the False Teachers (1:10–11)

A. Their Identity (v. 10)

B. Their Activity (v. 11)

“For there are many rebellious men, 
empty talkers and deceivers, 
especially those of the circumcision, 
who must be silenced because they 
are upsetting whole families, 
teaching things they should not 
teach for the sake of sordid gain.”



“One of themselves, a prophet of their own, said, ‘Cretans 
are always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons.’ This testimony is 

true. For this reason reprove them severely so that they may 
be sound in the faith, not paying attention to Jewish myths 
and commandments of men who turn away from the truth. 
To the pure, all things are pure; but to those who are defiled 

and unbelieving, nothing is pure, but both their mind and 
their conscience are defiled. They profess to know God, but 

by their deeds they deny Him, being detestable and 
disobedient and worthless for any good deed.”
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• In 1:12–16, Paul continues to instruct Titus regarding the clear 
and present danger facing the churches on Crete. 

II. The Origin of the False Teachers (vv. 12–13a)

III. The Response to the False Teachers (vv. 13b–14)

IV. The Condemnation of the False Teachers (vv. 15–16)

Overview



II.  The Origin of the False Teachers (1:12–13a)

“One of themselves, a prophet of their own, said, “Cretans are 
always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons” (v. 12).

• Paul takes a clever rhetorical approach: he uses “their” 
(Cretan) own, well-known words against them.

• We are not entirely sure of the “prophet” Paul has in mind.

• It is most likely Epimenides, a 6th cent. BC poet from Knossos, 
Crete—considered one of the “Seven Wise Poets” of ancient 
Greece.



• Paul quotes from a “hymn to Zeus” sometimes attributed to 
Epimenides:

They fashioned a tomb for thee, O holy and high one
The Cretans, always liars, evil beasts, idle bellies!
But thou art not dead: thou livest and abidest forever,
For in thee we live and move and have our being.

• Paul also quotes from this “hymn” in Acts 17:28 
(“for in Him we live and move and exist, as some 
of your own prophets have said”).

• Why did Epimenides denounce his own people? 
Because the Cretans believed Zeus died!



“It is because we put them most to confusion 
when we bring our testimonies and accusations 

from their own writers, when we make those 
their accusers, who are admired among 

themselves. . . . Do these prophets then speak 
the truth? No; but he refutes and confounds 

them out of their own mouths.” 

—Chrysostom, Homily III on Titus



1) “liars” – Ancient Greeks coined the term
κρητίζω (krētizō) – “to speak like a Cretan,” 
as a synonym for “to lie.”

2) “evil beasts” – senseless, barbarous, wild; 
the Cretans were known as warmongers, 
pirates, and sexually deviant.

3) “lazy gluttons” – governed by appetites; 
good for nothing but pursuing pleasure.

“One of themselves, a prophet of their own, said, “Cretans are 
always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons” (v. 12).

Deceitful

Debauched

Decadent



“Money is so highly valued among them, that 
its possession is not only thought to be 

necessary but in the highest degree 
creditable. And in fact greed and avarice are 
so native to the soil in Crete, that they are 
the only people in the world among whom 

no stigma attaches to any sort of gain 
whatever. . . . the Cretans by their ingrained 
avarice are engaged in countless public and 
private seditions, murders and civil wars.” 

—Polybius (c. 200 BC–118 BC)



• Paul does not canonize the Greek poet, but he 
does do a fact-check on one line of his 
testimony—and finds it “true.”

• The teachers Paul is criticizing were of this ilk; 
they were members of the Cretan community.

• They had not been spiritually transformed (regenerated); thus, 
they could not help but exhibit the same tendencies as were 
common in the culture.

• This testimony was important; it begs an appropriate response.

“This testimony is true” (v. 13a).



III.  The Response to the False Teachers (1:13b–14)

“For this reason reprove them severely 
so that they may be sound in the faith” (v. 13b).

• “For this reason” – “on the basis of this true testimony, an 
appropriate response is needed.”

• “reprove” - includes identifying the error, correcting it, and 
rebuking the one promoting it.

• The verb occurs now for the second time; see v. 9 (“refute”); it 
is the key idea of the entire paragraph (vv. 10–16).



• Paul’s consistent response to moral and intellectual resistance 
to God’s word:

▪ Titus 2:15 – “These things speak and exhort 
and reprove with all authority. Let no one 
disregard you.”

▪ 1 Timothy 5:20 – “Those who continue in sin, 
rebuke in the presence of all, so that the rest 
also will be fearful of sinning.”

▪ 2 Timothy 4:2 – “preach the word; be ready in 
season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, 
exhort, with great patience and instruction.”



“For this reason reprove them severely 
so that they may be sound in the faith” (v. 13b).

• “severely” – the term describes the manner in which the rebuke 
was to be administered: rigorously.

• “so that” – introduces the purpose for the rebuke.

• “they” – not the false teachers, but the Cretan believers.

• “may be sound” – literally, “may be healthy”; figuratively, “free 
from error” (see 1:9; 2:1–2).

• “in the faith” – not in their faith (subjective), but in the faith, in 
the content of the gospel (objective).



“It is necessary to appear rude sometimes for safety, if the 
house is on fire and life is in danger.”

—A. T. Robertson, Word Pictures, 4.601



“not paying attention to Jewish myths and commandments of men 
who turn away from the truth” (v. 14).

• Paul explains how the believers would attain spiritual health—
by avoiding—“not paying attention to”—spiritual toxins. 

1) “Jewish myths” – Judaizers engaging in speculative 
interpretation of the OT (see 1:10; 3:9).

2) “commandments of men” – traditions the Judaizers 
added to the OT (see Isaiah 29:13; Mark 7:9–13).

• Judaizers: those who “turned away from the truth” by adding 
Mosaic Law, speculation, and rabbinic tradition to the gospel.



Gospel

+  
Law/Tradition   

= 
Gospel



“It would appear that God does not know the best way of 
saving men, and men are so wise that they amend His 

methods! Is not this a refinement of blasphemy? It is a hideous 
farce to see a rebellious sinner suddenly become jealous about

good works and greatly concerned for public morality. 
Does it not make laughter in hell to see licentious 

men censuring the pure gospel of the Lord Jesus and 
finding fault with free forgiveness because it might 

make men less mindful of purity? It makes one 
sick to see the hypocrisy of legalists.”

—Charles Spurgeon, “The Hearing of Faith”



IV.  The Denunciation of the False Teachers (1:15–16)

“To the pure, all things are pure; but to those who are defiled 
and unbelieving, nothing is pure, but both their mind and their 

conscience are defiled” (v. 15).

• The focus of the false teachers was on external, ritual purity.

• “To the pure” – to those who have been spiritually/internally 
cleansed through regeneration (see 3:3–7). 

• “all things are pure” – what God has made cannot bring 
defilement to the one made pure (Genesis 1:31; Romans 
14:20).



“To the pure, all things are pure; but to those who are defiled 
and unbelieving, nothing is pure, but both their mind and their 

conscience are defiled” (v. 15).

• Paul points to the heart issue: defilement arises from within.

• “To those who are defiled” – to those who have been 
corrupted by sin (Matthew 15:11; Mark 7:18–19). 

• “and unbelieving” – to those without faith, who reject the 
gospel of regeneration by sovereign grace (Titus 2:11–14).

• “nothing is pure” – inward corruption makes everything else 
impure; no amount of ritual can make you clean.



“They profess to know God, but by their deeds they deny Him,
being detestable and disobedient and worthless for any good 

deed” (v. 16).

• “The profess to know” – a public declaration of close personal 
knowledge.

• “God” – placed at the beginning of the sentence to emphasize 
the highly religious nature of the profession.

• “by their deeds” – the first occurrence of “deeds” – Paul will 
mention it many times yet in Titus.

• “they deny Him” – “to disclaim association with a person.”



“They profess to know God, but by their deeds they deny Him,
being detestable and disobedient and worthless for any good 

deed” (v. 16).

1) “detestable” – “that which stirs up feelings 
of repugnance”; an abomination.

2) “disobedient” – displaying their sinfulness, 
they refuse to embrace the gospel of 
grace.

3) “worthless” – unable to produce works 
that are truly good in that they are 
pleasing to God.

Detestable

Disobedient

Despicable



“Paul was not slow to sound the alarm; he was not slow to 
direct Titus and the church leaders under his care to engage 

these people. While there are certainly numerous areas in belief 
and practice where modern Christians must allow differences to 

exist side by side, there are also too many situations where 
indiscriminate ‘open-mindedness’ has allowed the historical 

gospel to be diluted to suit modern and postmodern 
sensibilities. A text such as this one might be regarded as a 

study in religious bigotry and narrow-mindedness, or it might be 
read as an authoritative wake-up call for many of us today.”

—Towner, Letters to Timothy & Titus, 712



IMPLICATIONS

• Pay close attention to your life and doctrine.

• Adding something to the gospel from culture, 
tradition, intuition, or experience is always a 
threat.

• False teaching must be refuted decisively—first 
and foremost for the well-being of believers. 

• There is no hope apart from the gospel of grace.



“For we also once were foolish ourselves, disobedient, 
deceived, enslaved to various lusts and pleasures, spending 
our life in malice and envy, hateful, hating one another. But 

when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind 
appeared, He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we 
have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by 

the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, 
whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our 
Savior, so that being justified by His grace we would be made 

heirs according to the hope of eternal life.”

—Titus 3:3–7 
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