
A CLEAR AND PRESENT 

DANGER
PART 1

Titus 1:10–11 



Eight Symptoms of False Teaching
—J. C. Ryle, Warnings to Churches, 76–77 

1. There is an undeniable zeal in some teachers of error. Their 
“earnestness” makes many people think they must be right.

2. There is a great appearance of learning and theological 
knowledge. Many think that such clever and intellectual men 
must surely be safe guides.

3. There is a general tendency to completely free and 
independent thinking in these latter days. Many like to prove 
their independence of judgment by believing novelties.



4. There is a wide-spread desire to appear kind, loving, and open-
minded. Many seem half-ashamed to say that anybody can be 
in the wrong. 

5. There is always a portion of half-truth taught by modern false 
teachers. They are always using scriptural words and phrases, 
but with unscriptural meaning.

6. There is a public craving for a more sensational and 
entertaining worship. People are impatient with the inward 
and invisible work of God.



7. There is a superficial readiness all around to believe anyone 
who talks cleverly, lovingly and earnestly. People forget that 
Satan often masquerades himself as an ‘angel of light’ (2 Cor 
11:4).

8. There is a wide-spread gullibility among professing Christians. 
Every heretic who speaks well is surely believed, and anyone 
who doubts him is called narrow-minded and unloving.



“All these are especially symptoms of our 
times. I challenge any honest and 

observant person to deny them. These 
tend to make the assaults of false doctrine 

today especially dangerous and make it 
even more important to say loudly, ‘Do not 

be carried away with strange doctrine!’”

—J. C. Ryle, Warning to Churches, 77



“For there are many rebellious men, empty talkers and 
deceivers, especially those of the circumcision, who must be 
silenced because they are upsetting whole families, teaching 

things they should not teach for the sake of sordid gain.”
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• After listing two necessary domestic qualities (v. 6) and five 
disqualifying characteristics (v. 7), Paul lists five general moral 
traits essential for the elder candidate (vv. 8–9):

1) Generosity (“hospitable”)
2) Nobility (“loving what is good”)
3) Prudence (“sensible”)
4) Impartiality (“just”)
5) Godliness (“devout”)
6) Self-Control (“self-controlled”)
7) Faithfulness (“holding fast the faithful word”)

Review



“holding fast the faithful word which is in accordance with 
the teaching, so that he will be able both to exhort in sound 

doctrine and to refute those who contradict” (1:9)

7.  Faithfulness

• The final characteristic is the only one in Paul’s list that deals 
with both moral character and ministry skill.

• In 1 Timothy 3:2 Paul refers to this quality with a simple term 
(“able to teach”), but here he goes into considerable detail.  

• The Cretan problem described by Paul in 1:10–16 explains 
this emphasis—there was a clear and present danger.



“holding fast the faithful word which is in accordance with 
the teaching, so that he will be able both to exhort in sound 

doctrine and to refute those who contradict” (1:9)

• “holding fast” describes “a strong attachment to someone 
or something”; an “unwavering adherence.” 

• Matthew 6:24 – “No one can serve 
two masters; for either he will hate 
the one and love the other, or he will 
be devoted [hold fast] to one and 
despise the other. You cannot serve 
God and wealth.”



“holding fast the faithful word which is in accordance with 
the teaching, so that he will be able both to exhort in sound 

doctrine and to refute those who contradict” (1:9)

• The object of this devotion is identified as “the word”—a 
reference to a content of teaching, a body of doctrine (cf. v. 3).

• Paul describes this doctrine in two ways. It is:

1) “faithful”—it was true, it corresponded to reality. 

2) “in accordance with the teaching”—it was consistent
with the apostolic standard. 



• This concept was emphasized by Paul not only to Titus, but 
to Timothy as well:

▪ 1 Timothy 6:3–4a – “If anyone advocates a different 
doctrine and does not agree with sound words, those 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and with the doctrine 
conforming to godliness he is conceited and
understands nothing.”

▪ 2 Timothy 1:13 – “Retain the standard of sound words
which you have heard from me, in the faith and love 
which are in Christ Jesus.”



“holding fast the faithful word which is in accordance with 
the teaching, so that he will be able both to exhort in sound 

doctrine and to refute those who contradict” (1:9)

• Paul now turns to skill. A two-fold purpose for this 
uncompromising devotion is introduced by the “so that”:

1) “to exhort” (positive) – to teach, correct, and 
admonish for edification (see 2:15).

2) “to refute” (negative) – to expose error so as to
reprove and silence (see 2:15).

• “contradict” – “to speak against, to oppose.”



“There is need not of pomp of words, but of strong 
minds, of skill in the Scriptures, and of powerful 

thoughts. Do you not see that Paul put to flight the 
whole world, that he was more powerful than Plato 

and all the rest? . . . He who knows not how to 
combat the adversaries, and to ‘bring every thought 

into captivity to the obedience of Christ,’ and to 
beat down reasonings, he who knows not what he 

ought to teach with regard to right doctrine, far 
from him be the teacher’s throne.” 

—Chrysostom, Homily II on Titus



• Why does Paul emphasize this ministry skill (v. 9) so strongly?

▪ An elder can influence others through the power of his 
moral conduct (1:6–8)—but this is not enough.

▪ Teaching is central to the health and order of the 
church—elders must be skilled in delivering it.

▪ Elders must possess an accurate understanding of and 
an unbreakable commitment to the apostolic standard—
the New Testament.

▪ Opponents of the church also employ words, so elders 
must have the skill and courage to confront and correct.



I.  The Threat of False Teachers (1:10–11)

A. Their Identity (four characteristics)

“For there are many rebellious men, empty talkers and 
deceivers, especially those of the circumcision” (v. 10)

• The danger was not hypothetical; Paul’s language is vivid 
and urgent. 

1) “rebellious men” – those who “refuse submission to 
authority”; the word is used in 1:6 to speak of children. 

• The same people as “those who contradict” in 1:9b.



“For there are many rebellious men, empty talkers and 
deceivers, especially those of the circumcision” (v. 10)

2) “empty talkers” – talk that is fruitless, a waste of time.

• But the term describes talk that is more than just 
juvenile; it is unedifying and harmful (3:9; 1 Tim 6:6).

3) “deceivers” – those who intentionally deceive through 
misleading arguments.

• They are not just mistaken; they deliberately attempt 
to persuade others to embrace error.



“For there are many rebellious men, empty talkers and 
deceivers, especially those of the circumcision” (v. 10)

4) “those of the circumcision” – a reference to the strongly 
Jewish nature of the influence.

• Not a pull back to strict Judaism, but a syncretism of 
Jewish, Christian, and Greek philosophy. 

• Titus 1:14 – “Jewish myths and commandments of 
men.”

• Titus 3:9 – “foolish controversies and genealogies and 
strife and disputes about the Law.”



I.  The Threat of False Teachers (1:10–11) – cont’d

B. Their Activity (three characteristics)

“who must be silenced because they are upsetting whole 
families, teaching things they should not teach for the sake of 

sordid gain” (v. 11).

• Paul commands a strong, decisive, uncompromising approach.

• “Silenced” – lit. “to muzzle,” fig. “prevent from 
speaking.”

• How? Through exhortation and refutation (1:9, 
13; 2:15), and even excommunication (3:10–11).



“who must be silenced because they are upsetting whole 
families, teaching things they should not teach for the sake of 

sordid gain” (v. 11).

1) “upsetting families” – the nature of their activity. 

• “overthrowing” (John 2:15); “disturbing,” “undermining.”

• Instruction at that time largely took place “house to 
house” (Acts 20:20)—and homes were an ideal, private 
spawning ground for error.

• Disturbing the families, these unauthorized teachers were 
ultimately infecting the entire church.
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“who must be silenced because they are upsetting whole 
families, teaching things they should not teach for the sake of 

sordid gain” (v. 11).

2) “teaching things they should not” – the manner of their 
activity.

• Paul contends for the objectivity of truth.

• There is truth and error; correct doctrine and 
false doctrine; things which must be taught and 
things which must not be taught.

• The church needs qualified elders in order to 
uphold this reality. 



“who must be silenced because they are upsetting whole 
families, teaching things they should not teach for the sake of 

sordid gain” (v. 11).

3) “for the sake of sordid gain” – the motivation for their activity.

• Paul taught that it was right to compensate elders “who 
work hard at preaching and teaching” (1 Tim 5:17).

• These false teachers were capitalizing on the new Cretan 
believers’ lack of discernment.

• To counter this ever-present temptation, Paul prescribed 
that elders need to serve with the right motivation—“not 
fond of sordid gain” (v. 7).
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IMPLICATIONS

• Acknowledge the primacy of sound doctrine.

• Recognize the threat of false teaching.

• Realize the vulnerability of the home. 

• Applaud the refutation of error.

• Reject the soliciting of false teachers.


