


Section James Marks of Genuine Faith

1:1 Greeting

1 1:2-18 Genuine Faith Considers Trials as Joy

2 1:19-27 Genuine Faith Receives the Word Humbly

3 2:1-13 Genuine Faith Loves without Favoritism

4 2:14-26 Genuine Faith Produces Good Works

5 3:1-12 Genuine Faith is Shown in Your Speech

6 3:13-18 Genuine Faith Exhibits a Humble Wisdom

7 4:1-10 Genuine Faith Seeks God’s Grace

8 4:11-12 Genuine Faith Recognizes One Judge

9 4:13-17 Genuine Faith Understands Dependence on God

10 5:1-11 Genuine Faith is Patient in God’s Timing

11 5:12 Genuine Faith Speaks Truth

12 5:13-18 Genuine Faith Prays Powerfully

13 5:19-20 Genuine Faith Calls Others to Genuine Faith



Genuine Faith Considers Trials as Joy (verses 2-18)

a. Think Rightly Regarding Trials (2-4)

b. Pray Expectantly During Trials (5-8)

c. Maintain Perspective During Trials (9-12)

d. Distinguish Accurately between Trials and Temptations (13-18)



5But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, 

who gives to all generously and without reproach, 

and it will be given to him. 6But he must ask in faith 

without any doubting, for the one who doubts is like 

the surf of the sea, driven and tossed by the wind. 
7For that man ought not to expect that he will receive 

anything from the Lord, 8being a double-minded man, 

unstable in all his ways. 



“Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter 
various trials.”

Natural responses to trials: 
• Fear
• Complaining
• Anger 
• Despair



James 1:5a - But if any of you lacks wisdom

lacks – see v. 4: “perfect and complete, lacking in 
nothing”

if – assumes that what is suggested is a reality

wisdom – “It is the moral discernment that enables the 
believer to meet life and its trials with decisions and 
actions consistent with God’s will.” 

– D. Edmond Hiebert, James



James 1:5a - But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of 
God, who gives to all generously and without reproach, 
and it will be given to him.

A. Asking is Commanded

ask – imperative, present active 3rd person singular

➢ “must continually ask”



James 1:5a - But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of 
God, who gives to all generously and without reproach, 
and it will be given to him.

B. Source is Sufficient

Proverbs 2:6–7: For the LORD gives wisdom; From His mouth 
come knowledge and understanding. He stores up sound 
wisdom for the upright; He is a shield to those who walk in 
integrity.

Daniel 2:20-21: “Let the name of God be blessed forever and 
ever, For wisdom and power belong to Him. It is He who 
changes the times and the epochs; He removes kings and 
establishes kings; He gives wisdom to wise men And 
knowledge to men of understanding.” 



James 1:5a - But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of 
God, who gives to all generously and without reproach, 
and it will be given to him.

gives – present tense: “continues to give” 

to all – not just to the favored few

generously – “whole-heartedly, without reservation”

without reproach – “not finding fault”



James 1:5a - But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of 
God, who gives to all generously and without reproach, 
and it will be given to him.

C. Answer is Promised

Matthew 7:7–11: “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you 
will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For everyone who 
asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it 
will be opened. Or what man is there among you who, when his 
son asks for a loaf, will give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, he 
will not give him a snake, will he? If you then, being evil, know how 
to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your 
Father who is in heaven give what is good to those who ask Him!” 

1 Peter 5:7: “Casting all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for 
you.” 



James 1:6-8 - But he must ask in faith without any doubting, 
for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea, driven and 
tossed by the wind. For that man ought not to expect that he 
will receive anything from the Lord, being a double-minded 
man, unstable in all his ways.

A. Genuine Faith Required

faith – a complete trust and commitment to God to do 
what pleases Him



James 1:6-8 - But he must ask in faith without any doubting, 
for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea, driven and 
tossed by the wind. For that man ought not to expect that he 
will receive anything from the Lord, being a double-minded 
man, unstable in all his ways.

Doubt – “to be divided against yourself; to dispute 
with yourself”

• Not speaking of moments of uncertainty, but of a 
failure to commit to obeying what God commands



James 1:6-8 - But he must ask in faith without any doubting, 
for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea, driven and 
tossed by the wind. For that man ought not to expect that he 
will receive anything from the Lord, being a double-minded 
man, unstable in all his ways.

B. Worthless Faith Revealed

Double-minded – literally “two-souled”

James 4:8: Draw near to God and He will draw near to 
you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your 
hearts, you double-minded. 



→ Don’t be a two-souled man. 

→ Go to the Lord for wisdom, because He loves to 
give to His children and has promised to answer.


