


Author: James, half-brother of Jesus

Audience: Jews scattered abroad

Theme: Genuine Faith on Display 



Section James Marks of Genuine Faith

1:1 Greeting

1 1:2-18 Genuine Faith Considers Trials as Joy

2 1:19-27 Genuine Faith Receives the Word Humbly

3 2:1-13 Genuine Faith Loves without Favoritism

4 2:14-26 Genuine Faith Produces Good Works

5 3:1-12 Genuine Faith is Shown in Your Speech

6 3:13-18 Genuine Faith Exhibits a Humble Wisdom

7 4:1-10 Genuine Faith Seeks God’s Grace

8 4:11-12 Genuine Faith Recognizes One Judge

9 4:13-17 Genuine Faith Understands Dependence on God

10 5:1-11 Genuine Faith is Patient in God’s Timing

11 5:12 Genuine Faith Speaks Truth

12 5:13-18 Genuine Faith Prays Powerfully

13 5:19-20 Genuine Faith Calls Others to Genuine Faith



Genuine Faith Considers Trials as Joy (verses 2-18)

a. Think Rightly Regarding Trials (2-4)

b. Pray Expectantly During Trials (5-8)

c. Maintain Perspective During Trials (9-12)

d. Distinguish Accurately between Trials and Temptations (13-18)



2Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you 

encounter various trials, 3knowing that the testing 

of your faith produces endurance. 4And let 

endurance have its perfect result, so that you may 

be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. 



Specific difficulties mentioned in James

• financial poverty (1:9)

• oppression and taken to court (2:6)

• blasphemed (2:7)

• exploitation and execution (5:4-6)

These were not small trials! 



James 1:2 - Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you 
encounter various trials, 

all joy – “complete, full, or unmixed”
• See Phil. 2:29 – “Receive him in the Lord with all joy.” 

consider – “to count, to reckon, to evaluate”
• Main imperative of this section

my brethren – demonstrates love and identification



James 1:2 - Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you 
encounter various trials, 

when you encounter – “to fall into, to fall in the midst of”

• As the man found by the good Samaritan who “fell 
among” robbers”

trials – “trial, test, or temptation”

various – “of various kinds”
• Like Joseph’s coat “of many colors”



James 1:3 - knowing that the testing of your faith 
produces endurance.

knowing – “to know by experience or by observation”

the testing of your faith – equated here with “trials”

❖ You must remember that trials are tests

❖ You must remember trials are from God 



So surely as the stars are 
fashioned by His hands, and 
their orbits fixed by Him, so 
surely are our trials allotted to 
us: He has ordained their season 
and their place, their intensity 
and the effect they shall have 
upon us. 

- Charles Spurgeon



If I had not felt certain that every 

additional trial was ordered by 

infinite love and mercy, I could 

not have survived my 

accumulated sufferings. 

- Adoniram Judson



James 1:3 - knowing that the testing of your faith 
produces endurance.

❖ You must remember that trials are tests

❖ You must remember trials are from God 

❖ You must remember trials produce endurance

produce – “develop”; present tense – ongoing 

endurance – “steadfastness, constancy, perseverance”
• Literally “to remain under”

Trials (testing) Endurance



And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you 
may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. 

• let endurance have its perfect result 
• An imperative; don’t disrupt endurance’s work

• perfect and complete, lacking in nothing
• Not perfection, but spiritual maturity, not lacking 

in any character qualities

Trials (testing) Endurance Spiritual Maturity



Spiritual 
Maturity / 

Godly 
CharacterTrial



1. Trials demonstrate the genuineness of your faith.
1 Peter 1:6–7: In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, 

you have been distressed by various trials, so that the proof of your faith, being more 

precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to 

result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 

2. Trials can provoke you to repentance.
Hebrews 12:6: FOR THOSE WHOM THE LORD LOVES HE DISCIPLINES, AND HE SCOURGES 

EVERY SON WHOM HE RECEIVES.” 

3. Trials humble you.
2 Corinthians 12:7: Because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, for this reason, 

to keep me from exalting myself, there was given me a thorn in the flesh, a messenger of 

Satan to torment me—to keep me from exalting myself! 



4. Trials move you to prayers of dependence on God.
2 Corinthians 12:8: Concerning this I implored the Lord three times that it might leave me. 

1 Samuel 1:10: She, greatly distressed, prayed to the LORD and wept bitterly. 

5. Trials, when they are removed, move you to prayers of thanksgiving.
1 Samuel 2:1: Then Hannah prayed and said, “My heart exults in the Lord; My horn is 

exalted in the Lord, My mouth speaks boldly against my enemies, Because I rejoice in 

Your salvation.”

6. Trials prepare you to minister to others in trials.
2 Corinthians 1:3–4: Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 

mercies and God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our affliction so that we will be 

able to comfort those who are in any affliction with the comfort with which we ourselves 

are comforted by God. 



7. Trials loosen your grip on this world.
Romans 8:18: For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to 

be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 

8. Trials provoke in you a greater longing for heaven. 
Romans 5:3–4: . . . we also exult in our tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings 

about perseverance; and perseverance, proven character; and proven character, 

hope.



• Trials are joyful. 

• We need to feel trials are joyful. 

• We just need to grit our teeth and bear it. 

• We should seek out trials.

• We can’t pray for God to provide healing or some 

relief in our trial.



• Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you 

encounter various trials, knowing that the testing 

of your faith produces endurance. 



The main art in the matter of spiritual living is to know how to 
handle yourself. You have to take yourself in hand, you have to 
address yourself, preach to yourself, question yourself. You must say 
to your soul: “Why art thou cast down-what business have you to be 
disquieted?” You must turn on yourself, upbraid yourself, condemn 
yourself, exhort yourself, and say to yourself: “Hope thou in God” –
instead of muttering in this depressed, unhappy way. And then you 
must go on to remind yourself of God, who God is, and what God is 
and what God has done, and what God has pledged Himself to do. 
Then having done that, end on this great note: defy yourself, and defy 
other people, and defy the devil and the whole world, and say with 
this man: “I shall yet praise Him for the help of His countenance, who 
is also the health of my countenance and my God.”   - Martyn Lloyd-Jones 



→ Ask the right question: 

• Not: “Why God did you allow this to happen?”

• Instead: “What God do you want me to do to honor 
You in this trial?” 

→ Trust the hand of your loving Heavenly Father

→ Remember that God is with you through every 
trial. 


