
A Letter from a God 
Who Does Not Lie

Part 2

Titus 1:1–4



“Paul, a bond-servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, 
for the faith of those chosen of God and the knowledge of the 

truth which is according to godliness, in the hope of eternal 
life, which God, who cannot lie, promised long ages ago, 
but at the proper time manifested, even His word, in the 

proclamation with which I was entrusted according to the 
commandment of God our Savior, to Titus, my true child in a 

common faith: Grace and peace from God the Father and 
Christ Jesus our Savior.”

Ti
tu

s 
1

:1
–4



• Paul fills this salutation with more than customary 
pleasantries. He highlights such doctrines as the goals of his 
apostleship, the nature of divine revelation, and the character 
of God.

• Our study of this content will follow its literary structure:

I. The Messenger ’s Identity (1:1–3) 

II. The Messenger’s Audience (1:4a)

III. The Messenger’s Wish (1:4b)



I. The Messenger ’s Identity (1:1–3) 

“Paul, a bond-servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, 
for the faith of those chosen of God and the knowledge 

of the truth which is according to godliness, 
in the hope of eternal life which God, who cannot lie, 

promised long ages ago” (vv. 1–2)

• Paul’s personal identification (v. 1a).

• Paul’s ministry purposes (vv. 1b–2): he exists . . . 

1) for the sake of the faith and understanding of God’s elect;
2) for the sake of the assurance of God’s elect.



“The truthfulness of God is a great pillar for 
our faith. Were not he a God of truth, how 

could we believe in him? Our faith would be 
fancy; but he is truth itself, and not a word 

which he has spoken shall fall to the 
ground.” 

—Thomas Watson



“The greatest and only consolation of 
Christians in their adversities, is the 

knowing that God lies not, but does all 
things immutably, and that His will cannot 

be resisted, changed, or hindered.”    

—Martin Luther



The contents of this letter are to be 
received as from God Himself. 

And He does not lie.



“. . . promised long ages ago, but at the proper time manifested, 
even His word, in the proclamation with which I was entrusted 
according to the commandment of God our Savior” (vv. 2b–3)

• This “hope of eternal life” was promised “long ages ago”—
literally, “before times eternal” (before time began).

• But it did not remain shrouded in eternal secrecy; it was 
“manifested at the proper time” (Gal 4:4)
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“. . . promised long ages ago, but at the proper time manifested, 
even His word, in the proclamation with which I was entrusted 
according to the commandment of God our Savior” (vv. 2b–3)

• How was that promise of eternal life manifested?

• It was manifested not as an experience with God or as an 
internal spark of the divine, but as a “word” (verbal revelation).

• Moreover, it was manifested through the instrumentality of 
Paul’s “proclamation”—his delegated, public declaration.

• This proclamation was not made as a result of personal 
determination, but by God’s “commandment.”



“For as a herald proclaims in the theater 
in the presence of all, so also we preach, 
adding nothing, but declaring the things 
which we have heard. For the excellence 
of a herald consists in proclaiming to all 
what has really happened, not in adding 
or taking away anything. If therefore it is 
necessary to preach, it is necessary to do 
it with boldness of speech. Otherwise, it 

is not preaching.”

—Chrysostom, Homily on Titus 1



“even His word, in the proclamation with which I was entrusted 
according to the commandment of God our Savior” (vv. 2b–3)

• From whom did Paul receive this commandment?

• From “God our Savior”—literally, “from our Savior, God.”

• Paul’s use of the title introduces a key emphasis in the letter.

▪ Paul uses the title frequently in Titus—a total of 6 times 
(he uses it only six other times in his other 12 letters). 

▪ Paul shows remarkable liberty in ascribing the title to 
both God the Father and God the Son.

▪ Paul even makes these interchanges in close proximity.



▪ Titus 1:3 – “God our Savior”

▪ Titus 1:4 – “Christ Jesus our Savior”

▪ Titus 2:10 – “God our Savior”

▪ Titus 2:13 – “our great God and Savior, 
Christ Jesus”

▪ Titus 3:4 – “God our Savior”

▪ Titus 3:6 – “Jesus Christ our Savior”



REFLECTIONS ON THE CHARACTER OF GOD

1) God is a promising God—He makes pledges and 
stakes His own character on their fulfillment. 

2) God is a truthful God—whatever He decrees, 
declares, or promises will never contain the 
slightest hint of error or deceit.

3) God is an eternal God—He made His promises 
outside of time itself, totally independent of it.



4) God is a sovereign God—He determined the 
beneficiaries of His promise—“the elect”—
before they and their need even existed.

5) God is a revealing God—He makes known His 
promises, to His creation in clear, verbal form.

6) God is a saving God—He delights to share His 
eternal life with the unworthy and hopeless.

7) God is an impartial God—He saves both Jew 
(Paul) and Greek (Titus), and even Cretans. 



II.  The Messenger ’s Audience (1:4a) 

“To Titus, my true child in a common faith” (v. 4a)

• “Titus” – a Greek name (Τίτος, Titos); of Greek ethnicity (Gal 
2:3).

• “my true child” – a likely reference to Titus’s conversion under 
Paul’s ministry; a certain reference to Paul’s discipleship.

• “in a common faith” – a faith that brings together Jew (Paul) 
and Gentile (Titus) into one fellowship.



It is as if Paul states, “‘With respect to the 
faith I have no advantage over thee; for it 

is common, and both thou and I were 
born by it.’ . . . By mentioning the 

common faith, therefore, he intimates 
their brotherhood.” 

—Chrysostom, Homilies on Titus, 1



• But the letter was written with more than just Titus in mind.

• Titus 2:15 – “These things speak and exhort and reprove with 
all authority. Let no one disregard you.

• Titus 3:15 – “All who are with me greet you. Greet those who 
love us in the faith. Grace be with you all.”

• Paul expected Titus to relay all the contents of what Paul had 
communicated to him.



III.  The Messenger ’s Wish (1:4b) 

“Grace and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus 
our Savior” (v. 4b)

• “Grace” – God’s favor shown through Christ Jesus—without 
merit or condition, beautiful, and boundless.

• “peace” – the result of grace’s application—a state of prosperity 
enjoyed in the soul, the absence of worry, fear, and strife.

• These free gifts have a singular source: “God . . . and Christ 
Jesus.”



“Paul, a bond-servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, 
for the faith of those chosen of God and the knowledge of 

the truth which is according to godliness, in the hope of 
eternal life, which God, who cannot lie, promised long ages 
ago, but at the proper time manifested, even His word, in 
the proclamation with which I was entrusted according to 

the commandment of God our Savior, 
To Titus, my true child in a common faith: Grace and peace 

from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Savior.”

—Titus 1:1–4 


