
A Letter from a God 
Who Does Not Lie

Part 1

Titus 1:1–4



“Paul, a bond-servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, 
for the faith of those chosen of God and the knowledge of 

the truth which is according to godliness, in the hope of 
eternal life, which God, who cannot lie, promised long ages 
ago, but at the proper time manifested, even His word, in 
the proclamation with which I was entrusted according to 

the commandment of God our Savior, 
To Titus, my true child in a common faith: Grace and peace 

from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Savior.”

—Titus 1:1–4 



• Paul’s introduction to Titus follows the same pattern as a 
typical Greco-Roman letter. It includes: (1) a self-identification, 
(2) an identification of the recipient, and (3) and a greeting.

• As was his custom, Paul expands this typical format to mention 
rich theological themes that serve to establish a trajectory for 
the rest of the letter’s contents.

• Paul includes so much theology that this salutation to Titus is 
the third longest of all his letters, surpassed only by Romans 
(Rom 1:1–7) and Galatians (Gal 1:1–5).



• In it Paul highlights such doctrines as the purposes of his 
apostleship, the nature of divine revelation, and the character 
of God.

• Our study of this rich salutation will follow its literary 
structure:

I. The Messenger ’s Identity (1:1–3) 

II. The Messenger’s Audience (1:4a)

III. The Messenger’s Wish (1:4b)



I. The Messenger ’s Identity (1:1–3) 

“Paul, a bond-servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ”
(v. 1a)

• “Paul” – his Greek name (Παῦλος, Paulos); highlights his 
association with the Gentiles (Acts 9:15; Gal 1:16; 2:7).

• “a bond-servant of God” – “slave of God” (δοῦλος, doulos); 
highlights his exclusive loyalty to God.

• “an apostle of Jesus Christ” – “sent one” (ἀπόστολος, 
apostolos); highlights his authority from Jesus Christ.



“for the faith of those chosen of God and the knowledge of 
the truth which is according to godliness” (v. 1b)

• With the preposition “for,” Paul introduces the first of two 
purposes for his apostleship: to establish the faith and 
knowledge of believers.

• “the faith” – not a reference to the objective content of the 
gospel, but to the personal response of the listeners.

▪ notitia – recognition of the facts presented in the gospel
▪ assensus – intellectual assent to these facts as true
▪ fiducia – embrace of these facts as necessary for me.



“for the faith of those chosen of God and the knowledge of 
the truth which is according to godliness” (v. 1b)

• This response of saving faith is produced not by Paul himself, 
or by hearers themselves, but by “God,” the ultimate cause.

• The term “chosen” (ἐκλεκτός, eklectos) is comprised of two 
words: “to speak” + “out of” = “to select.”

• From that combination comes the idea of to 
select someone specific out of a general 
group (“to elect”).



e ● lec ● tion

“the free and sovereign choice of God, made in eternity 
past, to set his love on certain individuals, and—on the 
basis of nothing in themselves but solely because of the 

good pleasure of his will—to choose them to be saved from 
sin and damnation and to inherit the blessings of eternal 

life through the mediatorial work of Christ.”

—MacArthur & Mayhue, Biblical Doctrine, 493



“Father, you have chosen a people 
out of every tribe and tongue to be 
saved. Some of those chosen ones 
are on this island and I won’t leave 

until they are safely in the fold.” 

—John Paton, 19th cent. missionary 
to the New Hebrides Islands, South Pacific



“for the faith of those chosen of God and the knowledge of 
the truth which is according to godliness” (v. 1b)

• The term “knowledge” refers not to a simple comprehension of 
facts, but to a comprehensive understanding that impacts the 
entire person—mind, will, and affections.

• It is a knowledge that conforms to “the truth”—the reality of 
things as determined by God, particularly as it relates to 
salvation.

• It is a knowledge that leads to “godliness”—a life of thoughts, 
words, and acts that display awesome respect to God.



“The most transcendent truths of the 
gospel have a direct bearing upon how 
the life of the believer is to be lived.”

—John Murray, Collected Writings, II.308–9
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The First Purpose of Paul’s Apostleship (v. 1):



“in the hope of eternal life, which God, who cannot lie, 
promised long ages ago” (v. 2)

• With the preposition “in,” Paul introduces the second of two 
purposes for his apostleship: to instill hope in believers.

• This “hope” is not an attitude of optimism or the power of 
positive thinking, but a justified certainty about the future. 

• That future for believers is “eternal life”—not merely eternal 
existence, but a fullness of life—a life of indestructible joy that 
can already be tasted in the here-and-now, but will be fully 
realized at the sight of Jesus. 



“in the hope of eternal life, which God, who cannot lie, 
promised long ages ago” (v. 2)

• With the pronoun “which,” Paul launches into an extended 
statement on why believers can have assurance of this hope. 

• First, it was “promised” – i.e., “to declare to do something 
with the implication of obligation to carry out what is stated.” 

• Second, this declaration comes from a “God, who cannot lie,” 
or literally, “the non-lying God”—an unusual expression 
stressing utter inability to speak anything contrary to truth.



• Although Paul’s language in Titus 1:2 is unique, the overall 
concept in Scripture is not: 

▪ 2 Timothy 2:13 – “If we are faithless, He remains faithful, 
for He cannot deny Himself.”

▪ Numbers 23:19-20 – “God is not a man, that He should 
lie, nor a son of man, that He should repent; has He said, 
and will He not do it? Or has He spoken, and will He not 
make it good?”

▪ 1 Samuel 15:29 – “Also the Glory of Israel will not lie or 
change His mind; for He is not a man that He should 
change His mind.”



“I don’t myself find obvious that God should assert only 
what is true. Why should God not ‘accommodate’ Godself 

to us by sometimes asserting what is helpful in our 
particular situation even though it is not strictly speaking 

true? Parents do this sort of thing all the time, and are 
praiseworthy for doing so.” 

Nicholas Wolterstorff, Divine Discourse, 314 n. 7

• God’s inability to speak anything but the truth is a doctrine that 
many reject, especially as they fashion gods in their own 
image—gods who are less than absolutely truthful.



“The truthfulness of God is a great pillar for 
our faith. Were not he a God of truth, how 

could we believe in him? Our faith would be 
fancy; but he is truth itself, and not a word 

which he has spoken shall fall to the 
ground.” 

—Thomas Watson

• But the truthfulness of God is the very reason why the believer 
can have “the hope of eternal life.”



“The Lord has promised good to me,
His word my hope secures; 

He will my shield and portion be
As long as life endures.”

—Stanza 4, “Amazing Grace,” 
by John Newton


