
I. A Willing Instrument II. A Skilled Ambassador

III. A Trustworthy Pastor IV. A Tireless Laborer



“Paul, a bond-servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, 
for the faith of those chosen of God and the knowledge of 

the truth which is according to godliness, in the hope of 
eternal life, which God, who cannot lie, promised long ages 
ago, but at the proper time manifested, even His word, in 
the proclamation with which I was entrusted according to 

the commandment of God our Savior, to Titus, my true child 
in a common faith: Grace and peace from God the Father 

and Christ Jesus our Savior.”

—Titus 1:1–4
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Titus is never mentioned in Acts.

Our knowledge of Titus comes 
solely from Paul’s letters.
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• A Gentile (“a Greek” – Gal 2:3).

• “Titus” – a common Roman name.

• Probably from Syrian Antioch, since Paul 
brings him from Antioch to Jerusalem for 
the Jerusalem Council (Gal 2:1).

• Nothing is known about his family, but 
there is good speculation that Titus was 
Luke’s brother, since Luke strangely 
avoids mentioning him in Acts.

• Converted under Paul’s preaching (“my 
true child in a common faith,” Titus 1:4), 
likely in Antioch (Acts 11:25–26). Minuscule 699 – an 11th cent. Greek copy of Titus. 

The title begins with προς τιτον – “To Titus.”
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“Then after an interval of fourteen years I went up 
again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus along 
also. It was because of a revelation that I went up; 
and I submitted to them the gospel which I preach 
among the Gentiles, but I did so in private to those 

who were of reputation, for fear that I might be 
running, or had run, in vain. But not even Titus, who 
was with me, though he was a Greek, was compelled 

to be circumcised. But it was because of the false 
brethren secretly brought in, who had sneaked in to 
spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, in 
order to bring us into bondage. But we did not yield 
in subjection to them for even an hour, so that the 

truth of the gospel would remain with you.”

—Galatians 2:1–5

Titus in Jerusalem (AD 49)



“Some men came down from Judea and began teaching the brethren, ‘Unless you are 
circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.’ And when Paul and 
Barnabas had great dissension and debate with them, the brethren determined that Paul 

and Barnabas and some others of them should go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and 
elders concerning this issue. Therefore, being sent on their way by the church, they were 
passing through both Phoenicia and Samaria, describing in detail the conversion of the 

Gentiles, and were bringing great joy to all the brethren. When they arrived at Jerusalem, 
they were received by the church and the 
apostles and the elders, and they reported 

all that God had done with them. But 
some of the sect of the Pharisees who had 
believed stood up, saying, ‘It is necessary 
to circumcise them and to direct them to 

observe the Law of Moses.’”

—Acts 15:1–5



• The central question which precipitated the Jerusalem Council: Can a 
Gentile be saved without submitting himself to the Mosaic Law, 
including its requirement of circumcision?

• Paul selected Titus, “a Greek,” as a special delegate of the Antioch church, 
which was largely Gentile in composition (Acts 11:19–23).

• Titus arrived at the Council as the only uncircumcised Gentile—a red flag
to the Judaizing element in the early church.

• The conclusion that Titus need not undergo circumcision demonstrated 
the early church’s recognition that the content of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ did not include Mosaic requirements.



“Titus was ‘Exhibit A’—evidence that could be 
examined; living proof that a Gentile who had 
not come under the Law of Moses could still 
demonstrate the fruits of the Spirit that were 

the sign of a regenerate man in Christ.” 

—LaSor, Great Personalities of the New Testament, 152

• Although Titus was a passive participant, his role was invaluable.

• He served as EXHIBIT A of Paul’s gospel ministry. His presence forced the 
issue from the abstract to the concrete. Whatever should be done (or not 
done) to Titus needed to be applied to all Gentiles in the church.

• But as the apostles and elders in Jerusalem concluded, Titus needed 
nothing added to his faith.
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• Paul planted the church in Corinth during an 18-month stay on his 
2nd missionary journey (AD 50–52; Acts 18:1–18).

• Due to the extremely immoral background of the new converts, 
the early years of the Corinthian church were marked by conflict, 
carnality, and chaos.

Titus in Corinth (AD 55–56)

Remains of the 
ancient city of 
Corinth



• The focus of Paul’s 3rd missionary journey was the city of Ephesus (AD 52–
55; Acts 19:1–20:1), which was located about 200 miles east of Corinth, 
across the Aegean Sea.

• Nonetheless, Paul continued 
to devote himself to the 
problems plaguing the 
Corinthian church.

• Titus came to play a crucial 
role in Corinth, serving as 
Paul’s special envoy to the 
church. 



• Paul sent Titus to the troubled church in Corinth at least three times.

▪ TRIP #1 – Paul sent Titus from Ephesus to 
Corinth to initiate a collection of money on 
behalf of the needy church in Jerusalem (1 
Cor 16:1–3; 2 Cor 8–9).

▪ *TRIP #2 – Paul sent Titus from Ephesus to 
Corinth to explain and apply the instructions 
he provided in 1 Corinthians (written AD 55).

▪ TRIP #3 – Paul sent Titus from Macedonia to 
Corinth to bring the letter of 2 Corinthians 
(written AD 56).

“Saint Paul” – a painting by El Greco 
(c. 1605)



• Paul had commissioned Timothy to travel to Corinth to foster their 
repentance and obedience, but Paul expressed concerns about how 
Timothy would be received. 

▪ 1 Corinthians 16:10–11 – “Now if Timothy 
comes, see that he is with you without cause 
to be afraid, for he is doing the Lord’s work, 
as I also am. So let no one despise him. But 
send him on his way in peace, so that he may 
come to me; for I expect him with the 
brethren.”

• Timothy was timid, which was not a quality that mixed well with the 
brashness of the Corinthian congregation.



• Paul had even asked Apollos to go to Corinth to help bring resolution 
to the conflicts and chaos in the church, but he declined. 

▪ 1 Corinthians 16:12 – “But concerning Apollos our brother, I 
encouraged him greatly to come to you with the brethren; and 
it was not at all his desire to come now, but he will come when 
he has opportunity.”

• Perhaps Apollos had other obligations, or perhaps he knew that his 
talents—preaching and the defense of the faith—were not what was 
most needed to bring resolution and change to the Corinthian church.



• Thus, after writing and sending 1 Corinthians (AD 55), Paul sent Titus from 
Ephesus to Corinth (Titus’ 2nd trip) in the attempt to bring about the 
Corinthians’ repentance.

• Paul gave Titus time to 
travel to Corinth, work 
with the members of the 
church, and then travel to 
the city of Troas where 
they agreed to meet at a 
later date.

Corinth is 200 miles (by sea) to the west of Ephesus; 
Troas is 150 miles (by land) to the north of Ephesus

Paul
Titus

Titus



“Now when I came to Troas for the gospel of Christ and when a door was 
opened for me in the Lord, I had no rest for my spirit, not finding Titus my 

brother; but taking my leave of them, I went on to Macedonia.”

—2 Corinthians 2:12–13



Paul

Titus



“For even when we came into Macedonia our flesh had no rest, but we 
were afflicted on every side: conflicts without, fears within. But God, who 

comforts the depressed, comforted us by the coming of Titus; and not only 
by his coming, but also by the comfort with which he was comforted in 

you, as he reported to us your longing, your mourning, your zeal for me; so 
that I rejoiced even more. For though I caused you sorrow by my letter, I do 

not regret it; though I did regret it—for I see that that letter caused you 
sorrow, though only for a while—I now rejoice, not that you were made 
sorrowful, but that you were made sorrowful to the point of repentance; 

for you were made sorrowful according to the will of God, so that you 
might not suffer loss in anything through us.”

—2 Corinthians 7:5–9



“For this reason we have been comforted. And besides our comfort, we 
rejoiced even much more for the joy of Titus, because his spirit has been 
refreshed by you all. For if in anything I have boasted to him about you, I 
was not put to shame; but as we spoke all things to you in truth, so also 

our boasting before Titus proved to be the truth. His affection abounds all 
the more toward you, as he remembers the obedience of you all, how you 

received him with fear and trembling. I rejoice that in everything I have 
confidence in you.”

—2 Corinthians 7:13–16



• Paul then writes 2 Corinthians from Macedonia (Philippi or Thessalonica; 
AD 56) and sends it to the Corinthians by the hand of Titus.

“But thanks be to God who 
puts the same earnestness 
on your behalf in the heart 

of Titus. For he not only 
accepted our appeal, but 

being himself very earnest, 
he has gone to you of his 

own accord.”

—2 Corinthians 8:16–17

Titus



“As for Titus, he is my partner and fellow worker among you.”

—2 Corinthians 8:23a

• κοινωνός – “one who takes part in something with someone"

• συνεργός – “one who works together with someone else”



“An achiever of immediate practical results in difficult situations. Not for 
a moment is he to be compared with Barnabas and Apollos as a 

preacher, nor was he a writer like Luke and Mark. But he was a man who 
could do things at any time and anywhere; and whenever Paul had a task 

too difficult for any of his other friends, he always turned to Titus, and 
Titus never refused and never failed.” 

—Dudley, St. Paul’s Friendships and His Friends, 175
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“Paul, a bond-
servant of God and 
an apostle of Jesus 
Christ . . . to Titus, 
my true child in a 

common faith . . . . 
For this reason I left 

you in Crete, that you 
would set in order 
what remains . . .”

—Titus 1:1–5

Titus in Crete (AD 63/64)



• After Paul’s 1st Roman 
imprisonment (AD 60–62; Acts 
28:30–31), he conducts a 4th

missionary journey.

• During this journey he travels to 
Crete to plant churches (AD 63/64).

• Paul did not remain long, 
delegating the remainder of the 
ministry to Titus.

• Paul writes to Titus on his way to 
Nicopolis, asking him to join him 
there in the future (Titus 3:12).



• Like Corinth—Crete was a difficult place to minister.

“For there are many rebellious men, empty talkers 
and deceivers, especially those of the circumcision, 
who must be silenced because they are upsetting 

whole families, teaching things they should not teach 
for the sake of sordid gain. One of themselves, a 

prophet of their own, said, ‘Cretans are always liars, 
evil beasts, lazy gluttons.’ This testimony is true. For 
this reason reprove them severely so that they may 
be sound in the faith, not paying attention to Jewish 
myths and commandments of men who turn away 

from the truth.” 

—Titus 1:10-14

Epimenides, a 6th cent. BC poet from 
Crete whom Paul quotes in Titus 1:12. 
He was known as one of the “Seven 

Wise Poets” of ancient Greece.



• The tone of Paul’s letter to Titus shows full 
confidence in Titus’ ability to pastor in the 
land of the “liars and gluttons.”

• Paul expects Titus to accomplish his task 
quickly and to join him in Nicopolis for the 
next mission (3:12).

“St. Paul writes as if he did not fear any 
weakness on his part, and as if he expected 
him to be fully competent for the hard task 

assigned to him” (Howson, The Companions of 
St. Paul, 86).
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• The last glimpse of Titus comes in Paul’s last letter, 2 Timothy 
(AD 66/67). Here we find Titus busy in the Roman province of 
Dalmatia (south Illyricum).

Titus in Dalmatia (AD 66/67)

“Make every effort to come to me 
soon; for Demas, having loved this 

present world, has deserted me and 
gone to Thessalonica; Crescens has 
gone to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia.”

—2 Timothy 4:9-10



“It is highly unlikely that Titus was to be counted among those who fled 
the Apostle in his hour of need. Paul seems simply to be reporting the 

fact that he [Titus] and Crescens have gone on to other fields of 
service, very likely at the bidding of Paul himself.” 

—John Kitchen, The Pastoral Epistles, 454



Possible 
Chronology

1. Titus joins Paul 
in Nicopolis
(Titus 3:12).

2. Titus travels 
with Paul to 
Rome.

3. Paul sends Titus 
to Dalmatia (2 
Tim 4:10).



C
o

n
cl

u
si

o
n

“We must remain ignorant of much that we should like to know; 
but we can be grateful for what we do know about Titus—

a fine example of Christian integrity and responsible service 
in the circle of Paul’s friends.”

—Bruce, The Pauline Circle, 65

“He was a man of force, who knew how to drive things through, 
a lieutenant to be trusted at a critical moment, 

a man to be counted on in an emergency.” 

—Robertson, Types of Preachers, 157


