


1. Picturesque language

2. Memorable passages

3. Echoes the teaching of Jesus



James Reference Gospel Reference Subject
Jas 1:5 Matt 7:7//Luke 11:9 ask and you will receive

Jas 1:12; 5:10, 11 Matt 5:11, 12//Luke 6:22, 23 blessing on those who endure
Jas 1:19, 20 Matt 5:22 against anger

Jas 1:22–25; 2:14–17 Matt 7:24–27//Luke 6:46–49 doers of the word
Jas 2:5 Luke 6:20b//Matt 5:3 kingdom belongs to poor
Jas 2:13 Matt 5:7 results of mercy
Jas 3:12 Matt 7:16 //Luke 6:44 fruit from the tree
Jas 3:18 Matt 5:9 being peacemakers

Jas 4:2c–3 Matt 7:7//Luke 11:9 ask and you will receive
Jas 4:9 Luke 6:21, 25b those who laugh will mourn
Jas 4:10 Matt 23:12//Luke 14:11; 18:14b humble will be exalted

Jas 4:11, 12 Matt 7:1, 2//Luke 6:37 against judging others
Jas 5:1 Luke 6:24 woe to the rich

Jas 5:2–3a Matt 6:19, 20//Luke 12:33b do not treasure up wealth
Jas 5:12 Matt 5:33–37 oaths

Adapted from: Varner, William, James, Evangelical Exegetical Commentary. 



1. Picturesque language

2. Memorable passages

3. Echoes the teaching of Jesus

4. Contains wisdom for living 



This is a book for:

1. Believers

2. Non-believers

3. Non-believers who think they are Christians



A. Identifying the Man

• James the father of Judas (not Iscariot)

• James the son of Zebedee

• James the son of Alphaeus

• James the half-brother of Jesus

“James, a bond-servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ”



A. Identifying the Man

B. Understanding His Past

“James, a bond-servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ”



Mark 6:3-4: “Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, and brother of 
James and Joses and Judas and Simon? Are not His sisters here with 
us?” And they took offense at Him. Jesus said to them, “A prophet is 
not without honor except in his hometown and among his own 
relatives and in his own household.” 

John 7:2–5: Now the feast of the Jews, the Feast of Booths, was near. 
Therefore His brothers said to Him, “Leave here and go into Judea, so 
that Your disciples also may see Your works which You are doing. For 
no one does anything in secret when he himself seeks to be known 
publicly. If You do these things, show Yourself to the world.” For not 
even His brothers were believing in Him. 



Mark 3:20-21:  And He came home, and the crowd gathered again, to 
such an extent that they could not even eat a meal. When His own 
people heard of this, they went out to take custody of Him; for they 
were saying, “He has lost His senses.” 



1 Corinthians 15:3–7:  For I delivered to you as of first importance what I 
also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 
and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day 
according to the Scriptures, and that He appeared to Cephas, then to 
the twelve. After that He appeared to more than five hundred brethren 
at one time, most of whom remain until now, but some have fallen 
asleep; then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles

Acts 1:14: These all with one mind were continually devoting themselves 
to prayer, along with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and 
with His brothers. 



A. Identifying the Man

B. Understanding His Past

C. Recognizing His Prominence

“James, a bond-servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ”



Acts 12:17: But motioning to them with his hand to be silent, he 
described to them how the Lord had led him out of the prison. And he 
said, “Report these things to James and the brethren.” 

Acts 15:1-2, 13-19: Some men came down from Judea . . . the brethren 
determined that Paul and Barnabas and some others of them should go 
up to Jerusalem to the apostles and elders concerning this issue. . .

13After they had stopped speaking, James answered, saying, 
“Brethren, listen to me. . . 19Therefore it is my judgment that we do not 
trouble those who are turning to God from among the Gentiles . . . 



Galatians 2:7–9: . . . seeing that I had been entrusted with the gospel to 
the uncircumcised, just as Peter had been to the circumcised (for He 
who effectually worked for Peter in his apostleship to the circumcised 
effectually worked for me also to the Gentiles), and recognizing the 
grace that had been given to me, James and Cephas and John, who 
were reputed to be pillars, gave to me and Barnabas the right hand of 
fellowship, so that we might go to the Gentiles and they to the 
circumcised. 



A. Identifying the Man

B. Understanding His Past

C. Recognizing His Prominence

D. Appreciating His Humility

doulos – “slave; someone who is legally owned by 
someone else and whose entire livelihood and 
purpose is determined by their master”

“James, a bond-servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ”



A. Identifying the Audience

diaspora – “sown abroad”

Acts 8:1: Saul was in hearty agreement with putting 
him [Stephen] to death. And on that day a great 
persecution began against the church in Jerusalem, 
and they were all scattered throughout the regions of 
Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. 

“To the twelve tribes who are dispersed abroad”



A. Identifying the Audience

B. Determining the Time

Best estimate of the dating of this book is 
somewhere between AD 46-49.

“To the twelve tribes who are dispersed abroad”



“Greetings”



→ Is your life consistent with commands of Christ? 
Do you demonstrate genuine faith?

→ Is your life, like James, characterized by humility? 


