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• Although Luke was a key member of the 
Pauline circle, little is known about his life.

• He contributes two significant books of the 
NT but makes only veiled references to 
himself through the rare use of personal 
pronouns (“me,” “I,” and “we”).

• Luke preferred to remain out of the 
spotlight.

• “He hides his personality as completely as 
possible behind the great events, themes, 
and lives which he so graphically portrays” 
(Dudley, St. Paul’s Friendships, 114).

“St. Luke” a painting by Frans Hals (1625)



• Some think that Luke was a Hellenistic Jew (Luke = “Lucius,” Paul’s 
“kinsman,” Rom 16:21). But Paul seems to identify him as a Gentile.

• Colossians 4:10-14 – “Aristarchus, my fellow prisoner, sends you his 
greetings; and also Barnabas’s cousin Mark . . .; and also Jesus who 
is called Justus; these are the only fellow workers for the kingdom 
of God who are from the circumcision, and they have proved to be 
an encouragement to me. Epaphras, who is one of your number, a 
bondslave of Jesus Christ, sends you his greetings . . . . Luke, the 
beloved physician, sends you his greetings, and also Demas.”

• In contrast to Aristarchus, Mark, and Justus (the only believing Jews at 
Paul’s side when he writes Colossians), Epaphras, Luke, and Demas, who 
are also at Paul’s side, are from the “uncircumcision” (believing Gentiles).



• Paul also identifies Luke as a physician (Col 4:14).

• Luke was probably a native of Syrian Antioch.

▪ In Acts, Luke provides many specific details 
about Antioch which suggest a strong 
familiarity with the city.

▪ Eusebius: “Luke, who was by race an 
Antiochian and a physician by profession, 
was long a companion of Paul, and had 
careful conversation with the other 
Apostles, and in two books left us 
examples of the medicine for the souls 
which he had gained from them” (Eccl. 
Hist. 3.4.6).



Luke’s Interaction with Paul

5 BC–AD 5
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Although Luke prefers to remain in the 
background, his brief references to himself 

together with Paul’s references to Luke 
indicate that the personal interaction 
between the two men was extensive.
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• Colossians 4:13 – “Luke, the beloved physician, sends you his 
greetings, and also Demas.”
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A Beloved Physician

• ἰατρός, iatros – “one who undertakes the 
cure of physical ailments.”

• As a physician, Luke received training in 
medical sciences, possibly even in Tarsus 
which was known to have a medical school.

• Consequently, he was a man of letters, which 
explains the accuracy of his historical 
research and the formal style of his writings.

“Saint Luke” – a painting by
El Greco (1610-1614)

• Ultimately, he had a deep concern for human well-being.



• Trained as a physician, Luke was undoubtedly familiar with the 
“Hippocratic Oath”:

“I will use treatment to help the sick according to my ability and 
judgment, but never with a view to injury and wrong-doing. 
Neither will I administer a poison to anybody when asked to do 
so, nor will I suggest such a course. . . . 

“Into whatsoever houses I enter, I will enter to help the sick, 
and I will abstain from all intentional wrong-doing and harm, 
especially from abusing the bodies of man or woman, bond or 
free. And whatsoever I shall see or hear in the course of my 
profession, as well as outside my profession in my intercourse 
with men, if it be what should not be published abroad, I will 
never divulge, holding such things to be holy secrets. . . .”

—attributed to Hippocrates of Cos (460-370 BC), father of modern medicine



• Luke shows a particular interest in the healing 
ministry of Jesus.

• Luke 4:30-40; 5:15-25; 6:17-19; 7:11-15; 8:43-47, 
49-56; 9:2, 6, 11; 13:11-13; 14:2-4; 17:12-14; 
22:50-51.

• The only Gospel writer to record the phrase, 
“Physician, heal yourself” (Luke 4:23).

• Luke also shows a particular interest in Jesus’ care for 
and the gospel’s affect upon, children, Gentiles, 
Samaritans, women, widows, children, lepers, and 
tax collectors—i.e., the neglected and downtrodden
of society.

Jesus healing the bleeding woman, 
a painting in the Catacombs



“The fact that Luke was beloved as a 
physician shows that he used his skill as 
a doctor to minister to human need. He 

probably combined in a fine way a 
healing ministry which used the skill of 
medicine and at the same time worked 

in faith and dependence on God.”

—Rolston, Personalities around Paul, 55



Acts 28:8-10 – A possible reference to Luke’s medical practice?

• Luke records incident after the shipwreck off the coast of Malta:

• Acts 28:8-10 – “And it happened that the father of Publius was lying in bed afflicted 
with recurrent fever and dysentery; and Paul went in to see him and after he had 
prayed, he laid his hands on him and healed him. After this had happened, the rest of 
the people on the island who had diseases were coming to him and getting cured. 
They also honored us with many marks of respect; and when we were setting sail, 
they supplied us with all we needed.”

• Verse 8 clearly indicates that Paul “healed” (ἰάομαι, iaomai) Publius miraculously. 
• Verse 9 uses a different verb to describe how others were then “getting cured” 

(θεραπεύω, therapeuō). This is furthered by the fact that the Greek of v. 9 does not 
contain the phrase, “to him”—i.e., it does not specify to whom they came.

• Some scholars (e.g., A. T. Robertson) suggest that this change of verbs indicates that 
while Paul was responsible for the miraculous “healing,” Luke was responsible for the 
medicinal “curing.”
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1. An important text related to Luke’s identity and ministry is Acts 
16:10, which provides the first reference to direct interaction 
between Luke and Paul: the 2nd person plural pronoun.

• Acts 16:9-13 – “. . . they came down to Troas. A vision appeared to Paul in 
the night: a man of Macedonia was standing and appealing to him, and 
saying, ‘Come over to Macedonia and help us.’ When he had seen the 
vision, immediately we sought to go into Macedonia, concluding that God 
had called us to preach the gospel to them. So putting out to sea from 
Troas, we ran a straight course to Samothrace, and on the day following to 
Neapolis; and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district 
of Macedonia, a Roman colony; and we were staying in this city for some 
days. And on the Sabbath day we went outside the gate to a riverside, 
where we were supposing that there would be a place of prayer; and we 
sat down and began speaking to the women who had assembled.”

A Fellow Worker



The First “We” Section in Acts

Acts 
15:40

Acts 15:41-16:5

Acts 16:7

Acts 16:6

ASIA

BITHYNIA

Acts 16:8-10 
– “we” begins

Acts 16:11-13 
– “we” ends

AD 50-52



• Acts 16:9-13 – “A vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man of Macedonia was 
standing and appealing to him, and saying, ‘Come over to Macedonia and help 
us.’ When he had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go into Macedonia, 
concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them. So putting out 
to sea from Troas, we ran a straight course to Samothrace, and on the day 
following to Neapolis; and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the 
district of Macedonia, a Roman colony; and we were staying in this city for some 
days. And on the Sabbath day we went outside the gate to a riverside, where we 
were supposing that there would be a place of prayer; and we sat down and 
began speaking to the women who had assembled. 

▪ Luke quietly joins Paul in Troas, accepting the call “to preach the 
gospel” in Macedonia. It appears Luke already knows Paul.

▪ Then, Luke immediately participates with Paul, Silas, and Timothy 
in “speaking” in Philippi.



2. When Paul, Silas, and Timothy leave Philippi, the “we” section ends, 
implying that Luke was left in Philippi (AD 50) as Paul continued on.

• The next “we” section does not begin until the end of Paul’s 3rd

missionary (AD 56), when he travels back through Philippi in 
Macedonia and Luke again joins the team.

• Acts 20:3-6 – “And there [Achaia] he spent three months, and when a plot was 
formed against him by the Jews as he was about to set sail for Syria, he decided to 
return through Macedonia. And he was accompanied by Sopater . . . Aristarchus 
and Secundus . . . and Gaius of Derbe, and Timothy, and Tychicus and Trophimus . . 
. . But these had gone on ahead and were waiting for us at Troas. We sailed from 
Philippi after the days of Unleavened Bread, and came to them at Troas within five 
days; and there we stayed seven days.”

• Luke probably remained in Philippi (AD 50-56) to oversee the growth of 
the new church that began on Paul’s 2nd missionary journey.



Acts 20:5 -
“we” begins

ASIA

AD 52-56

The Second “We” Section in Acts

Acts 20:6-7

Acts 20:13-14

Acts 20:15
Acts 21:1-2

Acts 21:3-6

Acts 21:7

Acts 21:8-12 Acts 
21:15-18



3. When Paul writes to Philemon, he makes reference to Luke, who was 
with him in Rome during his first Roman imprisonment (AD 62). The way 
in which Paul describes Luke testifies to his devotion to ministry.

• Philemon 23-24 – “Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, greets 
you, as do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, Luke, my fellow workers.”

• Mark, Demas, and Luke are all called “fellow workers” – a unique 
designation, indicating much more than a mere “helper.”

• The term “fellow worker” (συνεργός, sunergos) refers to a specific 
group of men who carried out special commissions on behalf of the 
apostle Paul.

• As Paul remained under house arrest, he sent out men like Luke to 
minister on his behalf to the congregations which Paul had planted.



4. When Paul writes to the Philippian church from Rome during his first 
Roman imprisonment (AD 61), he makes a possible reference to Luke 
in his letter.

• Philippians 4:2-3 – “I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to live in 
harmony in the Lord. Indeed, true companion, I ask you also to help 
these women who have shared my struggle in the cause of the 
gospel, together with Clement also and the rest of my fellow 
workers, whose names are in the book of life.”

• The term “companion” (σύζυγος, suzygos) 
literally means “yoked-with” or “yoke-fellow.”

• Q: Who is this loyal “yokefellow?”

• A: Epaphroditus (2:25), a person named Suzugos (MSB), or Luke.
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• Paul’s relationship to Luke was unique compared to the other 
men in Paul’s circle.

• Paul and Timothy: a father-son relationship
• Paul and Luke: a relationship of colleagues

• Both Paul and Luke were highly educated, representing the best 
of their cultures.

• Paul: trained according to the highest standards of Judaism.
• Luke: trained according to the highest standards of the 

sciences.

• Paul and Luke were equals, not according to apostleship, but in 
their human achievements.

A Trustworthy Friend



“Take all of Paul's friends and consider all their points and 
characteristics—mental, spiritual, intellectual, and personal—and Luke 

will be found the only man in the list, and the only man of the entire 
New Testament, whom we can think of as anything like Paul’s peer, the 
only one whom we can conjecture to have been a complete companion 

for the varied and inexhaustible riches of Paul's mind.”

—Dudley, St. Paul’s Friendships, 135

• Their backgrounds and their common concern for humanity link them 
together in a profound way.

• Whenever Paul was in great need, Luke was nearby.



• Luke is with Paul during his imprisonment in 
Caesarea (AD 57-59; cf. Acts 20:5-21:18). 

• Luke is with Paul during his voyage to Rome 
(Acts 27-28; AD 59).

• Luke is with Paul during his first Roman 
imprisonment (AD 60-62; Col 4:14; Philem
23-24).

• Luke is with Paul during his second Roman 
imprisonment (AD 65-66; 2 Tim 1:15; 4:11), 
which would have been exceedingly 
dangerous for Luke.

“Saint Paul in Prison” –
a painting by Rembrandt (1627)



• 2 Timothy 1:15 – “You are aware of the fact 
that all who are in Asia turned away from me, 
among whom are Phygelus and Hermogenes.”

• 2 Timothy 4:11 – “Only Luke is with me. Pick up 
Mark and bring him with you, for he is useful to 
me for service.”

• It is highly possible that Luke even witnessed 
Paul’s execution.

A picture of the Mamertine Prison in Rome, 
a probable location for Paul’s 

2nd Roman imprisonment



“What a simple eulogy of this quiet but fearless friend. The self-advertising and 
loud-voiced are hiding in craven terror, Luke ‘the beloved physician’ is still at his 
post, ministering to a suffering heart as once he ministered to suffering bodies. 
Let peril come, let death come, let Nero sharpen his axe, let all others flee,—

here is another of that noble, self-sacrificing profession who is ready to hazard 
his life at the call of duty and honor. In that hour to which heavenly hosts bore 

witness and back to which all after ages have gazed in wonder and awe, the 
names of two men shine forth out of the murky darkness with a light and glory 
which neither time nor circumstance can ever dim—Paul awaiting his physical 
death and spiritual crown, and Luke, physician and soldier of the Cross, by his 

side holding his hand and steadying his courage for his last journey, the journey 
of his spirit to its heavenly rest. In that scene and hour Luke won new honors 
for the medical profession, undying glory for Christian courage, and unfading 

laurels for human friendship.” 

—Dudley, St. Paul’s Friendships, 122
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An Accurate Historian

“Saint Luke” – a painting by Guido Reni (1621)

• Luke made his greatest contribution 
through his research and writing of the 
Gospel of Luke and the Book of Acts.

“We characterize Luke as ‘the Biographer 
of Paul.’ This title is both inadequate and 
inexact as descriptive of Luke himself. . . . 
He was something more, for he was the 
biographer of a greater One than Paul, 

even Paul’s Master, Jesus Christ.” 

—Dudley, St. Paul’s Friendship, 112



Luke 1:1-4 – “Inasmuch as many have 
undertaken to compile an account of the 
things accomplished among us, just as they 
were handed down to us by those who 
from the beginning were eyewitnesses and 
servants of the word, it seemed fitting for 
me as well, having investigated everything 
carefully from the beginning, to write it out 
for you in consecutive order, most excellent 
Theophilus; so that you may know the exact 
truth about the things you have been 
taught.”The beginning of Luke’s Gospel 

in a 12th cent. Byzantine copy of the Greek Gospels

Luke’s Gospel

• Researched and written during Paul’s imprisonment in Caesarea (AD 57-59; 
Acts 21:17-26:32).



• “Theophilus” – a man of high social standing who had become a 
follower of Jesus, and who probably funded Luke’s travel, research, and 
writing.

• From a literary perspective, Luke’s Gospel has been acclaimed as “the 
most beautiful book ever written” (Renan, Les Evangiles, 238).

• Luke’s Gospel contains information not present in the other Gospels. 

• The record of the prophecy and birth of John the Baptist.
• Many of the details surrounding Jesus’ birth, including Mary’s Magnificat. 
• The parables of the Good Samaritan and Prodigal Son.
• Lazarus and the rich man
• The healing of the ten lepers
• The parable of the Pharisee and Tax Collector
• The ascension 
• Etc.



Chapter 1 of the Book of Acts in the 
original 1611 edition of the King James 

Version of the Bible

• Acts 1:1 – “The first account I composed, 
Theophilus, about all that Jesus began to do and 
teach . . .”

• Acts is our only inspired, authoritative account of 
the history of the early church.

• Luke’s commitment to historical accuracy has 
weathered the attacks of countless critics.

The Book of Acts

• Researched and written during Paul’s first 
imprisonment in Rome (AD 60-62; Acts 28:30-31).



Sir William Ramsay (1851-1939), 
the skeptic turned believer:

“The first and essential quality of the historian is truth.”

“I began with a mind unfavorable to it (the value of Acts), 
for the ingenuity and apparent completeness of the 

Tübingen theory had at one time quite convinced me. . . . 
It was gradually borne upon me that in various details the 

narrative [of Acts] showed marvelous truth.”

—St. Paul the Traveler and Roman Citizen, 4, 8
Sir William Ramsay (1851-1939) –

a famed Scottish archaeologist and 
New Testament scholar. 



“How far can we believe his narrative? The present writer takes the view that Luke’s 
history is unsurpassed in respect of its trustworthiness.”

“Further study . . . showed that the book [of Acts] could bear the most minute scrutiny 
as an authority for the facts of the Aegean world, and that it was written with such 

judgment, skill, art, and perception of truth as to be a model of historical statement.”

“The more that I have studied the narrative of Acts, and the more I have learned year 
after year about Greco-Roman society and thoughts and fashions in these provinces, 

the more I admire and the better I understand. I set out to look for truth . . . and found 
it here [in Acts]. You may press the words of Luke in a degree far beyond any other 

historian’s, and they stand the keenest scrutiny and the hardest treatment.”

“Luke is a historian of the first rank; not merely are his statements of fact trustworthy, 
he is possessed of the true historic sense. . . . In short this author should be placed 

along with the very greatest of historians.” 

—Sir William Ramsay, The Bearing of Recent Discovery 
on the Trustworthiness of the New Testament, 81, 85, 89, 222
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• Luke’s writing: 37,932 words

• Paul’s writing: 32,408 words

• John’s writing: 28,019 words

*Based on the Nestle-Aland 
Greek New Testament, 27th ed.

Christians 
owe a debt 
of gratitude 

for the 
contributions 

of Luke
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Greek New Testament, 27th ed.

Assuming Luke was a Gentile, he 
not only is the only Gentile writer 
in the NT (and Bible as a whole), 
but he contributed the most of any 
writer of the NT.



“It would be difficult to overestimate the importance of what Luke 
and Paul have done for the Christian world through their writings. 

Together they have written more than half of the New Testament. . . . 
The work of these two men in the committing of the Christian 

tradition to writing has put the Christian world forever in their debt.” 

—Rolston, Personalities around Paul, 56

• Together, Paul and his companion Luke contributed half (50.96%) of 
the contents of the New Testament. Out of this, Luke contributed the 
most (27.48%).
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“With Peter, John and Paul, he [Luke] must forever rank as 
one of the four colossal figures of the New Testament. Though 

inferior to the other three in the founding and spreading of 
Christianity, yet in revealing its essential spirit and nature and 

in recording its mighty advance and world significance and 
destiny, he surpasses the first two and rivals the third.”

—Dudley, St. Paul’s Friendships, 137



“It now remains, as a consequence of what has been elucidated, 
that we should thankfully discharge two duties, one having 

reference to ourselves, the other to those around us. The remedial 
power of those parts of Holy Scripture, which St. Luke was inspired 
to write, should be drawn into our hearts; and having made it our 

own, we should endeavor to dispense it, as God may enable us, for 
the healing of the diseases of a sick world.”

—Howson, The Companions of St. Paul, 59


