
Faithful 
Is He, Pt 2

1 Thessalonians 
5:23–28 



I. Powerful Consolation (5:23–24)

II. Personal Commands (5:25–27) 

III. Precious Commendation (5:28)

• The Apostle Paul adopts the conventional style of 
ending a Greco-Roman letter but fills it with profound 
theology.

• His concluding remarks bring together his letter’s most 
dominant themes.



“Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you entirely; and 
may your spirit and soul and body be preserved complete, 

without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Faithful is He who calls you, and He also will bring it to pass.

Brethren, pray for us.
Greet all the brethren with a holy kiss.

I adjure you by the Lord to have this letter read to all the 
brethren.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”

—1 Thessalonians 5:23–28

I.

II.

III.



I. Powerful Consolation

“Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you 
entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body 

be preserved complete, without blame at 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” (5:23).

• Paul’s prayer focuses on sanctification (“sanctify” and 
“be preserved”) in its totality (“entire” and “complete”).

• Paul’s prayer is directed to the Father (“the God of 
peace”) and is connected to the Son (“the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ”). 



“In sanctification, God, working especially 
by the Holy Spirit, separates the believer 

unto himself (cf. 1 Cor 1:2) and makes him 
increasingly holy, progressively transforming 

him into the image of Christ (Rom 8:29; 2 
Cor 3:18) by subduing the power of sin in 

his life and enabling him to bear the fruit of 
obedience in his life.”

—MacArthur & Mayhue, Biblical Doctrine, 632



GLORIFIED LIFE

(perfect Christlikeness;
Rom 8:29)

REGENERATION

(liberation from sin’s dominion;
1 Cor 6:9–11)

Perfective 
Sanctification

Progressive 
Sanctification

SEEING CHRIST

(removal of sin’s presence; 
1 Thess 5:23)Positional

Sanctification CHRISTIAN LIFE

(mortifying sin’s practice;
2 Cor 7:1)

NATURAL LIFE

(bondage to sin;
Eph 2:3)

Paul’s Doctrine of 
Sanctification



Division of Duties: God accomplishes justification; 
the believer is responsible for sanctification. 

Error #1 Related to Sanctification

God Believer



Shared Responsibility: God contributes His half, 
and the believer contributes his half. 

Error #2 Related to Sanctification

God

Believer

God

Believer



Equal Ultimacy: God and the believer are equally 
ultimately responsible for sanctification.

Error #3 Related to Sanctification

God Believer

Sanctification



I. Powerful Consolation – CONT’D 

“Faithful is He who calls you, 
and He also will bring it to pass” (5:24).

• In a remarkably abrupt transition, Paul quickly reveals 
the outcome to his intercessory prayer.

• The first word from his pen is “Faithful”—a term 
emphasized by its unusual placement at the beginning 
of the sentence.



“God’s faithfulness is His reliability, His determination to 
fulfill all that He promises. His faithfulness is grounded in 

His absolute truth. God is perfectly sincere in all His 
undertakings and dependable in discharging all His 

engagements.” 

—A. A. Hodge, Outlines of Theology, 161



“Faithful is He who calls you, 
and He also will bring it to pass” (v. 24).

• He is defined as “He who calls you,” a reference to 
previous descriptions of God’s redemptive activity.

• 2:11–12 – “just as you know how we were exhorting 
and encouraging and imploring each one of you . . . so 
that you would walk in a manner worthy of the God 
who calls you into His own kingdom and glory.”

• 4:7 – “For God has not called us for the purpose of 
impurity, but in sanctification.



“Faithful is He who calls you, 
and He also will bring it to pass” (v. 24).

• Paul connects the first assertion to a necessary and 
inevitable consequence.

• Literally, “He also will do.”

• God chose the Thessalonians (1:4), He had called them 
to enter His kingdom (2:12), He had made known to 
them His will of sanctification (4:3), and He would 
make sure His word would not return void.

WORD ACHIEVEMENT



“Mortification [of sin] from a self-strength, carried on 
by ways of self-invention, unto the end of a self-
righteousness, is the soul and substance 
of all false religion in the world.” 

“The use of means for the obtaining of
peace is ours; the bestowing of it is
God’s prerogative.”

“Mortification of any sin must be a supply
of grace. Of ourselves we cannot do it.”

—John Owen, Of the Mortification of Sin, 47, 64, 133



“Hence spring daily sins of infirmity, and hence spots 
adhere to the best works of the saints; which furnish 

them with constant matter for humiliation before God, 
and flying for refuge to Christ crucified; for mortifying 
the flesh more and more by the spirit of prayer, and by 
holy exercises of piety; and for pressing forward to the 

goal of perfection, till being at length delivered from this 
body of death, they are brought to reign with the Lamb 

of God in heaven. . . . 



“By reason of these remains of 
indwelling sin, and the temptations 
of sin and of the world, those who 

are converted could not persevere in 
a state of grace, if left to their own 
strength. But God is faithful, who 
having conferred grace, mercifully 

confirms, and powerfully preserves 
them herein, even to the end.”

—Canons of Dort, 5.2–3



“It is profoundly satisfying to the 
believer that in the last resort what 

matters is not his feeble hold on 
God, but God’s strong grip on him.”

—Leon Morris, 1 & 2 Thessalonians, 184



II. Personal Commands

“Brethren, pray for us. Greet all the brethren with 
a holy kiss. I adjure you by the Lord to have 

this letter read to all the brethren” (5:25–27).

(1) “Pray for us” – after praying for them, Paul requests 
they do the same for him, Silvanus, and Timothy.

• An invitation to partnership in gospel ministry.

• An evidence of humility in personal life.



“Brethren, pray for us. Greet all the brethren with 
a holy kiss. I adjure you by the Lord to have 

this letter read to all the brethren” (vv. 25–27).

(2) “Greet all the brethren” – a request aimed at the 
leadership, who would have received the letter.

• In Paul’s day, a “kiss” was a customary form of 
greeting for friends and family members.

• Paul calls this kiss “holy” to emphasize its spiritual 
uniqueness.

• It served to affirm unity and belonging to all the 
members of the church equally.



“What would be most remarkable about this 
expression of mutual Christian love within the 

believing community is the radical crossing of social 
boundary lines that would have been involved, not 

only between Jew and Gentile but also between rich 
and poor, slave and free.” 

—Fee, First & Second Thessalonians, 232.



“Brethren, pray for us. Greet all the brethren with 
a holy kiss. I adjure you by the Lord to have 

this letter read to all the brethren” (vv. 25–27).

(3) “Have this letter read” – another command directed to 
the leadership, to convey the contents of the letter.

• Paul “adjured” the elders to fulfill this command; he 
“put them under oath” (a very strong verb).

• He recognized the role and authority of his written 
words in fulfilling what was lacking in them (3:10).

• Paul placed his own writing on the same level of the 
OT Scriptures (cf. 1 Tim 4:13).



III. Precious Commendation

“The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you” (5:28).

• Paul’s standard “sign-off” in all his letters (except Rom).

• “Grace” – one of Paul’s great 
theological terms.

• God’s favor shown through 
Christ in all its freeness. 



• Dear Christian, rest in your Refuge!

• Dear sinner, flee to this Refuge!

IMPLICATIONS


