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I. Powerful Consolation (5:23–24)

II. Personal Commands (5:25–27) 

III. Precious Commendation (5:28)

• Although Paul follows the customary format of a Greco-
Roman farewell, the closing words of this first letter to 
the Thessalonians are anything but artificial. 

• Paul uses his conclusion to communicate intimate 
concern and profound truth.



“Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you entirely; and 
may your spirit and soul and body be preserved complete, 

without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Faithful is He who calls you, and He also will bring it to pass.

Brethren, pray for us.
Greet all the brethren with a holy kiss.

I adjure you by the Lord to have this letter read to all the 
brethren.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”

—1 Thessalonians 5:23–28
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II.

III.



I. Powerful Consolation (5:23–24) 

“Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you 
entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body 

be preserved complete, without blame at 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” (v. 23).

• Paul concludes first with a prayer, and not unlike the 
prayer that ended the first half of the letter (3:11–13).

• This prayer repeats the two main areas of focus from 
4:1 to 5:22—(1) sanctification; and (2) Christ’s coming.



• Paul’s first word in the original, the pronoun “Himself,” 
is out of place and therefore emphatic.

• The fact that Paul is praying for the sanctification of his 
readers should be enough to indicate that the ultimate 
agent of this sanctification is God.

• But Paul does not want to leave any ambiguity.

“Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you 
entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body 

be preserved complete, without blame at 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” (v. 23).



• Paul addresses his prayer to “the God of peace.”

• “Peace” describes much more than the absence of war.

“Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you 
entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body 

be preserved complete, without blame at 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” (v. 23).

• Biblical “peace” describes 
true prosperity—the effect of 
the reception of grace (John 
14:27; Rom 5:1).



• Paul focuses his prayer (again) on sanctification.

• At a basic level, “sanctification” involves: (1) separation
from sin; and 2) consecration to God.

• 4:3a – “For this is the will of God, your sanctification.”
• 4:7 – “For God has not called us for the purpose of 

impurity, but in sanctification.”

“Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you 
entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body 

be preserved complete, without blame at 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” (v. 23).



“Sanctification may be defined as 
that gracious and continuous 

operation of the Holy Spirit, by 
which He delivers the justified 

sinner from the pollution of sin, 
renews his whole nature in the 

image of God, and enables him to 
perform good works.” 

—Berkhof, Systematic Theology, 532



• Paul prays on behalf of the whole congregation (“you,” 
plural)—his concern is for each and every one.

• Paul prays that this sanctification would be total 
(“entirely” = “being totally complete, in every way 
complete”). 

“Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you 
entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body 

be preserved complete, without blame at 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” (v. 23).



“Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you 
entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body 

be preserved complete, without blame at 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” (v. 23).

• In the original, the second half of Paul’s prayer (note 
the semi-colon) begins with the word “complete,” 
mirroring the final word of the first half, “entirely.”

• Thus, totality serves as the center of his 
prayer; his praying is for total, entire, 
complete sanctification



“Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you 
entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body 

be preserved complete, without blame at 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” (v. 23).

• In this second half, Paul’s concern turns to the individual. 

• At a minimum, we recognize that Paul is referring to two 
categories of man’s composition: the material (“body”), 
and the immaterial (“spirit”/“soul”).

• But can the immaterial be further divided between 
“spirit” and “soul”?



• Some suggest that Paul is using these terms merely to 
echo the totality inherent in the Shema of 
Deuteronomy 6:5 (“You shall love the LORD your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your might”).

• Some suggest that Paul uses the first two terms 
synonymously (“your spirit—that is, your soul—and 
your body”).

• But it is hard to avoid the fact that Paul’s language—
taken simply—treats all three as distinct components.



“What, then, shall we say of the first two terms [‘spirit’ 
and ‘soul’]? First, it is very likely, given the way Paul here 

expresses himself, that he might think of the human spirit 
and soul as distinct entities in some way. But how he 

might think of them in this way is not at all clear from the 
rest of his letters. Since he tends to use such terms both 

broadly and somewhat interchangeably, one is hard 
pressed to come to final conclusions.”

—Fee, 1 & 2 Thessalonians, 230



“Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you 
entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body 

be preserved complete, without blame at 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” (v. 23).

• 3:13 – “so that He may establish your hearts without 
blame in holiness before our God and Father at the 
coming of our Lord Jesus with all His saints.

• The focal point for this total 
sanctification is the parousia
[coming] of Jesus Christ. 



• Do you share this same concern of total 
sanctification for yourself?

• Do you appeal to God as the ultimate 
agent in this effort?

• Do you understand that history is driving 
to the inescapable event of Christ’s 
coming?

QUESTIONS


