
The Acceptance 
and Rejection of 
the Word of God

1 Thessalonians 2:14-16



REVIEW

1:1 – Salutation

1:2-10 – Thanksgiving for the 
Thessalonian Church

2:1-12 – Defense of the Ministry 
Efforts in Thessalonica

2:13-16 – Thanksgiving for the 
Thessalonian Response



“For this reason we also constantly thank God that 
when you received the word of God which you heard 

from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but for
what it really is, the word of God, which also performs 

its work in you who believe.”   

—1 Thessalonians 2:13



“For you, brethren, became imitators of the churches of 
God in Christ Jesus that are in Judea, for you also endured 
the same sufferings at the hands of your own countrymen, 
even as they did from the Jews, who both killed the Lord 
Jesus and the prophets, and drove us out. They are not 

pleasing to God, but hostile to all men, hindering us from 
speaking to the Gentiles so that they may be saved; with 

the result that they always fill up the measure of their 
sins. But wrath has come upon them to the utmost.” 

—1 Thessalonians 2:14-16



OVERVIEW OF 2:14-16

• Paul continues his thanksgiving (2:13-16) by 
contrasting the outcomes of two different responses 
to God’s word.

1. The Acceptance of God’s Word (2:14)

2. The Rejection of God’s Word (2:15-16)



1.  The Acceptance of God’s Word (2:14)

“For you, brethren, became imitators of the churches 
of God in Christ Jesus that are in Judea, for you also 

endured the same sufferings at the hands of your own 
countrymen, even as they did from the Jews.”

• “For” – points back to the last clause of v. 13.

▪ “. . . the word of God, which also performs its 
work in you who believe.”



“For you, brethren, became imitators of the churches 
of God in Christ Jesus that are in Judea, for you also 

endured the same sufferings at the hands of your own 
countrymen, even as they did from the Jews.”

• “you . . . became imitators” – the chief evidence of the 
word’s work (see 1:6).

• μιμητής (mimētēs) = “mimickers, 
imitators.”

• The conformity of one’s life to that 
which is believed to be the standard.



“For you, brethren, became imitators of the churches 
of God in Christ Jesus that are in Judea, for you also 

endured the same sufferings at the hands of your own 
countrymen, even as they did from the Jews, .”

• “of the churches” – ἐκκλησία – a common civic term.

▪ “any gathering or assembly of residents summoned 
together by a herald”

▪ Paul distinguishes these “assemblies” from other 
assemblies in three ways (see 1:1).



“For you, brethren, became imitators of the churches 
of God in Christ Jesus that are in Judea, for you also 

endured the same sufferings at the hands of your own 
countrymen, even as they did from the Jews, .”

(1) “of God” – a spiritual kind of gathering.

(2) “in Christ Jesus” – a Christian kind of gathering.

(3) “that are in Judea” – an ethnic kind of gathering. 





The Roman 
Province of 

“Judea”



“For you, brethren, became imitators of the churches 
of God in Christ Jesus that are in Judea, for you also 

endured the same sufferings at the hands of your own 
countrymen, even as they did from the Jews, .”

• “for you also endured . . . sufferings” – the basis for 
recognizing imitation. 

• “your own countrymen” – “one who is a member of the 
same tribe or people group”

• “you also . . . even as they” – emphasizes comparison.



“These men who have upset the world have come here 
also; and Jason has welcomed them, and they all act 
contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is 

another king, Jesus.”

—Acts 17:6-7

“Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus 
will be persecuted.”

—2 Timothy 3:12



The missionaries “preached an 
intolerant faith which branded 
the worship of the Greek and 
Roman gods as idolatry, as the 
worship of gods which had no 

real existence. When men 
received this faith, a line of 

division came between them and 
their unbelieving neighbors.”

—Holmes Rolston



“For you, brethren, became imitators of the churches 
of God in Christ Jesus that are in Judea, for you also 

endured the same sufferings at the hands of your own 
countrymen, even as they did from the Jews, .”

• “brethren” – a term of spiritual kinship.

▪ Not “friends” but “siblings.”

▪ A precious reminder for the Thessalonians who no 
longer could belong to their civic community.



• Evidence that God’s word is at work in 
your life will be seen in your imitation of 
faithful believers. 

• This imitation causes the relinquishment of 
past loyalties.

• This imitation generates the willingness to 
suffer for the sake of God’s word.

IMPORTANT IMPLICATIONS



2.  The Rejection of God’s Word (2:15-16)

“who [the Jews] both killed the Lord Jesus and the 
prophets, and drove us out [and] are not pleasing to 

God, but hostile to all men, hindering us from speaking 
to the Gentiles so that they may be saved; with the 

result that they always fill up the measure of their sins. 
But wrath has come upon them to the utmost.”

• A difficult text—not because of grammar or vocabulary, 
but because of Paul’s severity.



“What account can we give of this digression on the conduct of 
the Jews, so unexpected and startling at first sight? What was the 
impulse at work in the Apostle’s mind? A ready answer to these 

questions suggests itself in the circumstances of this period of his 
life. At no other time probably did he suffer more from the 

hostility of the Jews. They had driven him from Thessalonica, had 
tracked him out at Berea, and expelled him thence, and they still 
continued their persecution of him at Corinth on the occasion of
the visit during which these Epistles were written. They were to 

him therefore the embodiment of the opposition to the Gospel.”

—Lightfoot, Exegetical Notes, 33



“who both killed the Lord Jesus and the prophets and 
drove us out.”

• “who both the Lord killed, Jesus” – unusual word order 
emphasizes the personal nature of the sin (Acts 2:36).

• “and the prophets” – the Old Testament prophets who 
prophesied the word of God (Acts 7:52).

• “drove us out” – “to persecute severely” (Acts 17:5-10).

a.  The Nature of Their Rejection (2:15a)



“and are not pleasing to God, but hostile to all men, 
hindering us from speaking to the Gentiles so that they 

may be saved.”

• “pleasing” – “accommodating others by meeting their 
needs or carrying out important obligations.”

• “hostile” – “face-to-face; opposite,” used to refer to 
headwinds.

• “all men” – all others apart from the Jews: Gentiles.

b.  The Extent of Their Rejection (2:15b-16a)



“and are not pleasing to God, but hostile to all men, 
hindering us from speaking to the Gentiles so that they 

may be saved.”

• “hindering” – the basis for the claim of their hostility.

• The gospel is “the power of God for salvation to 
everyone who believes” (Rom 1:16).

• The gospel identifies the One “who rescues us from 
the wrath to come” (1 Thess 1:10).



“The opposition of the Jews to the apostolic proclamation 
was not only a personal attack against the apostles or 
opposition to the purposes of God (v. 15) but also an 
attack against humanity, 
blocking the way to the 
hope of salvation. In this 
way they are hostile to 
all men.”

—Green, Thessalonians, 146



“with the result that they always fill up the measure of 
their sins.”

• “with the result that” – better as “in order that.”

c.  The Purpose of Their Rejection (2:16b)

“In a theological sense this expression undoubtedly refers 
to the eternal purpose of God which unfolded itself in this 

which must be classified as willful and judicial blindness 
on the part of His chosen people.” 

—Thomas, Exegetical Digest, 14



“The same sun which melts 
wax hardens clay. And the same 

Gospel which melts some 
persons to repentance hardens 

others in their sins.”

—C. H. Spurgeon



“What then? What Israel is seeking, it has not obtained, 
but those who were chosen obtained it, and the rest 
were hardened; just as it is written, ‘GOD GAVE THEM A

SPIRIT OF STUPOR, EYES TO SEE NOT AND EARS TO HEAR NOT, DOWN

TO THIS VERY DAY.’ And David says, ‘LET THEIR TABLE BECOME A

SNARE AND A TRAP, AND A STUMBLING BLOCK AND A RETRIBUTION

TO THEM. LET THEIR EYES BE DARKENED TO SEE NOT, AND BEND

THEIR BACKS FOREVER.’ I say then, they did not stumble so as 
to fall, did they? May it never be! But by their 

transgression salvation has come to the Gentiles, to 
make them jealous.” —Romans 11:7-11



“But wrath has come upon them to the utmost.”

• “wrath” – a term that always refers to divine wrath.

• “has come” – to what does this completed act refer?

▪ Past: a judgment after the crucifixion but prior to 
1 Thessalonians.

▪ Prophetic: the destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70.

▪ Past & Prophetic: wrath has already been decided 
and designed, but its manifestation is future.

d.  The Result of Their Rejection (2:16c)



“The wrath of God is no vindictive passion, and it 
does not imply lack of control, as human wrath 
does. But whenever we apply any term to God, 

even love, we must make the mental reservation: 
without the imperfections that characterize the 
human. . . . God’s wrath lacks the imperfections 

that are bound up with the purest of human 
righteous indignation. But it gives strong expression 
to the active opposition of a holy God to all that is 

evil. We cannot do without this concept.”

—Morris, 1 & 2 Thessalonians, 55



“I am telling the truth in Christ, I am not lying, my 
conscience testifies with me in the Holy Spirit, that I 

have great sorrow and unceasing grief in my heart. For I 
could wish that I myself were accursed, separated from 

Christ for the sake of my brethren, my kinsmen 
according to the flesh, who are Israelites . . . .”

—Romans 9:1-4



“For just as you once were disobedient to God, but now 
have been shown mercy because of their disobedience, 
so these also now have been disobedient, that because 
of the mercy shown to you they also may now be shown 

mercy. For God has shut up all in disobedience so that 
He may show mercy to all.”

—Romans 11:30-32



“I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, 
because He considered me faithful, putting me into 

service, even though I was formerly a blasphemer and a 
persecutor and a violent aggressor. . . . It is a trustworthy 

statement, deserving full acceptance, that Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners, among whom I am 

foremost of all. Yet for this reason I found mercy, so that in 
me as the foremost, Jesus Christ might demonstrate His 

perfect patience as an example for those who would 
believe in Him for eternal life.”

—1 Timothy 1:12-16



IMPORTANT IMPLICATIONS

• Do you recognize the severity of rejecting 
God’s word?

• Do you realize that the costly acceptance 
of God’s word will one day be vindicated?


