
The Communication, 
Origin, and Effects 
of God’s Word

1 Thessalonians 2:13



REVIEW

1:1 – Salutation

1:2-10 – Thanksgiving for the 
Thessalonian Church

2:1-12 – Defense of the Ministry 
Efforts in Thessalonica



“For this reason we also constantly thank God that 
when you received the word of God which you heard 

from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but for
what it really is, the word of God, which also performs 

its work in you who believe.”   —1 Thessalonians 2:13

• In v. 13, Paul transitions from defending the earnest 
proclamation of the gospel (vv. 1-12) to thanking 
God for its earnest reception. 

• Emphasis: “the word” – mentioned 3x, implied 2x.



OVERVIEW

• Paul’s thanksgiving statement in 2:13 provides us with 
knowledge about the nature of God’s word in three 
areas:

1. The Communication of God’s Word

2. The Origin of God’s Word

3. The Effects of God’s Word



1.  The Communication of God’s Word (2:13a)

“For this reason we also constantly thank God that 
when you received the word of God which you heard 

from us . . .”

• “For this reason” – points back to the repeated 
references in 2:1-12 to the proclamation of the gospel.

• Transitions from the sincerity of the proclamation to 
the sincerity of the reception. 



“For this reason we also constantly thank God that 
when you received the word of God which you heard 

from us . . .”

• “We constantly thank God” – see 1:2 (“We give 
thanks to God always”).

▪ The Thessalonian response to their preaching 
was not under the control of the missionaries. 

▪ It was the purview of divine sovereignty, so 
thanksgiving is given to God for its happening.



“For this reason we also constantly thank God that 
when you received the word of God which you heard 

from us . . .”

• “you received” – an objective reception.

▪ The verb is used to refer to the formal reception 
of a body of teaching.

▪ 1 Thess 4:1 – “Finally then, brethren, we request 
and exhort you in the Lord Jesus, that as you 
received from us instruction as to how you ought 
to walk and please God . . .”



“For this reason we also constantly thank God that 
when you received the word of God which you heard 

from us . . .”

• “the word you heard” – the intake of information 
through the faculty of hearing.

▪ Hebrews 4:2 – “For indeed we have had good 
news preached to us, just as they also; but the 
word they heard did not profit them, because it 
was not united by faith in those who heard.”



“For this reason we also constantly thank God that 
when you received the word of God which you heard 

from us . . .”

• “from us” – from the speech of the missionaries.

▪ Romans 10:14 – “How then will they call on Him 
in whom they have not believed? How will they 
believe in Him whom they have not heard? And 
how will they hear without a preacher?”



 The knowledge of God is not 
communicated to us from inside of 
ourselves.

 The knowledge of God is not 
communicated to us through feelings 
or experience.

 The knowledge of God is not 
communicated to us directly by God.

IMPORTANT IMPLICATIONS



 The knowledge of God is 
communicated to us from 
outside of ourselves.

 The knowledge of God is 
communicated to us through 
human words.

 The knowledge of God is 
communicated to us by human 
messengers.



“How beautiful are the feet of those who bring 
good news of good things!”

—Romans 10:15, quoting Isaiah 52:7



2.  The Origin of God’s Word (2:13b)

“. . . when you received the word of God which you 
heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, 

but for what it really is, the word of God . . .”

• “the word of God” – “the word God spoke” 
(ultimate agency).

• The Greek wording is unusual for emphasis; literally: 
“the word, heard from us, of God.”



“. . . when you received the word of God which you 
heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, 

but for what it really is, the word of God . . .”

• “you accepted” – similar in meaning to “you received,” 
but emphasizes subjective reception. 

▪ “welcomed” or “appropriated”

▪ 1 Cor 2:14 – “But a natural man does not accept
the things of the Spirit of God, for they are 
foolishness to him; and he cannot understand 
them, because they are spiritually appraised.”



“. . . when you received the word of God which you 
heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, 

but for what it really is, the word of God . . .”

• Literally: “You accepted not the word of men, but as it 
is truly, the word of God.”

• “but” – strong contrast

• “not word of men” = “not the word spoken by 
men.”

• “the word of God” = “the word spoken by God.”



“This message was not a philosophical discourse on 
the means to the virtuous life (or a self-help seminar 

on how to overcome personal and social issues, as the 
gospel is frequently portrayed in our era). It was the 

word of God, which powerful transformed their lives.”

—Green, Letters to the Thessalonians, 141





3.  The Effects of God’s Word (2:13c)

“. . . but for what it really is, the word of God, which 
also performs its work in you who believe.”

• The pronoun, “which,” could refer to God (“who”), 
but the grammar and context make it clear it refers to 
“the word.”

• It certainly does not refer to Paul or any other human 
messengers; they cannot “perform” this work. 



“Take me, for 
example. I opposed 
indulgences and all 
papists, but never 
by force. I simply 
taught, preached, 
wrote God’s Word.

Otherwise, I did 
nothing.”

—Martin Luther



• “performs its work” – “to put one’s capabilities into 
operation,” “to work, be active, be effective.”

▪ Present tense = ongoing activity, from the 
moment they “accepted” it to the present.

• “also” – sequence of the word’s activities

“. . . but for what it really is, the word of God, which 
also performs its work in you who believe” (v. 13c).



“The word is received into the ears . . . then it is 
welcomed and appropriated . . . finally it becomes an 

active power operating constantly . . . within believers.”

—Thomas, Exegetical Digest, 12

Reception

“received”

Appropriation

“accepted”

Transformation

“performs its work”

CONVERSION

(completed act)

CHRISTIAN LIFE

(ongoing process)



“For the word of God is living and active and sharper 
than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the 

division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and 
able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.”

—Hebrews 4:12



“For you have been born again not of seed which is 
perishable but imperishable, that is, through the living 

and enduring word of God.”

—1 Peter 1:23



• “in you who believe” – those who had “received” 
the gospel of God. 

• Those who had “turned to God from idols to serve a 
living and true God, and to wait for His Son from 
heaven” (1:9-10).

• To those who are dead to the word, the word is 
dead to them. 

“. . . but for what it really is, the word of God, which 
also performs its work in you who believe” (v. 13c).



IMPORTANT IMPLICATIONS

 Pastors and counselors cannot transform you.

 Errant ‘Christian’ teaching cannot transform you.

 Good works cannot transform you.

 Human wisdom cannot transform you.

 Personal resolve cannot transform you.



 The word of God transforms you.



“The soul can do 
without everything 
except the word of 
God, without 
which none at all of 
its wants are 
provided for.”

—Martin Luther


