
Distinguishing Marks 
of a Faithful Minister of God, 

Part 3

1 Thessalonians 2:9-12



“For you yourselves know, brethren, that our coming to 
you was not in vain, but after we had already suffered 
and been mistreated in Philippi, as you know, we had 
the boldness in our God to speak to you the gospel of 

God amid much opposition.”

REVIEW

1. Resolved to communicate God’s truth no matter 
what the cost (2:1-2).



“For our exhortation does not come from error or 
impurity or by way of deceit; but just as we have been 
approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel, so 

we speak, not as pleasing men, but God who examines 
our hearts.”

2. Motivated to communicate God’s truth for the glory 
of God alone (2:3-4).



“For we never came with flattering speech, as you 
know, nor with a pretext for greed — God is witness —

nor did we seek glory from men, either from you or 
from others, even though as apostles of Christ we might 
have asserted our authority. But we proved to be gentle

infants among you.”

3. Determined to communicate God’s truth without 
ulterior motives (2:5-7a).



“As a nursing mother tenderly cares for her own 
children, having so fond an affection for you, we were 
well-pleased to impart to you not only the gospel of 

God but also our own lives, because you had become 
very dear to us.”

4. Compelled to communicate God’s truth out of 
sacrificial love (2:7b-8).



“For you recall, brethren, our labor and hardship, how 
working night and day so as not to be a burden to any of 

you, we proclaimed to you the gospel of God. You are 
witnesses, and so is God, how devoutly and uprightly and 
blamelessly we behaved toward you believers; just as you 

know how we were exhorting and encouraging and 
imploring each one of you as a father would his own 

children, so that you would walk in a manner worthy of 
the God who calls you into His own kingdom and glory.”

—1 Thessalonians 2:9-12



Distinguishing Marks 
of a Faithful Minister of God – Pt 3 (2:9-12)

A faithful minister of God is . . .

5. Committed to communicate God’s truth without 
the requirement of compensation (2:9).

6. Devoted to communicate God’s truth for the 
eternal welfare of his listeners (2:10-12).



5. Committed to communicate God’s truth without 
the requirement of compensation (2:9).

“For you recall, brethren, our labor and hardship, how 
working night and day so as not to be a burden to any 
of you, we proclaimed to you the gospel of God” (v. 9).

• Another response to the criticism leveled against 
Paul and his missionary colleagues: “They 
proclaimed their message for the sake of money!”

• Paul again calls upon the believers as witnesses.



• From where might this criticism have originated?

▪ The traveling philosophers were known to 
demand compensation for their teaching, beg, or 
squat on public property. 

▪ The missionaries had been hosted by a wealthy 
patron, Jason, while in Thessalonica (Acts 17:5-9).

▪ While in Thessalonica, Paul received financial gifts 
from the Philippian church (Phil 4:15-16).



• Paul’s response to this criticism in 1 Thess 2:9 is 
important for two reasons. It provides us with insight:

1) into the work ethic of Paul 
and his colleagues; and

2) into how Paul and his 
colleagues viewed 
compensation with respect 
to gospel ministry.



1) The missionaries’ attitude to work.

“For you recall, brethren, our labor and hardship, 
working night and day . . .” (v. 9).

• “labor” – strenuous work that brings about 
exhaustion.

• “hardship” – difficult work that brings about 
physical pain.

• “night and day” – kind of time, not duration (“in 
both nighttime and daytime”).



▪ Acts 18:1-3 – “After these things he left Athens 
and went to Corinth. And he found a Jew 
named Aquila, a native of Pontus . . . . He came 
to them, and because he was of the same 
trade, he stayed with them and they were 
working, for by trade they were tentmakers.”

• What do we know about Paul’s trade?

• “Tentmaker” = “leatherworker”



 A depiction of the 

Roman Forum, with kiosks 
covered by leather awnings 
for protection from the sun.

↑ A depiction of the Roman 
Colosseum, with removable 

leather awnings depicted. 
The awnings provided shade 

from the sun.

→ A depiction of leather tents 
used by the Roman military. 
A common tent could sleep 

eight soldiers and weigh about 
40 lbs when folded. 

Examples of 
Leather 

Products



“Whoever does not teach his son a craft teaches him to be 
a robber.” —Jewish Proverb

“Leatherworking involved two essential tasks: 
cutting the leather, which required round-
edge and straight-edge knives; and sewing 
the leather, which required various awls. 
These tasks would have been done at a 

workbench, with the leather worker sitting 
on a stool and bent over forward to work.” 

—Hock, Social Context of Paul’s Ministry, 24



“. . . so as not to be a burden to any of you, we 
proclaimed to you the gospel of God” (v. 9).

• “to burden” – lit. to lay a burden on someone; 
fig. to demand material support.

• “any of you” – non-discriminatory; applied to rich 
and poor alike.

• Paul never proclaimed the gospel quid pro quo—
as a favor granted in return for a material benefit.

2) The missionaries’ view of ministry and compensation.



“You yourselves also know, 
Philippians, that at the first 

preaching of the gospel, after I 
left Macedonia, no church 

shared with me in the matter of 
giving and receiving but you 

alone; for even in Thessalonica 
you sent a gift more than once 

for my needs.”

—Philippians 4:15-16



“. . . Who at any time serves as a soldier at his own 
expense? Who plants a vineyard and does not eat the 
fruit of it? Or who tends a flock and does not use the 

milk of the flock? . . . If we sowed spiritual things in you, 
is it too much if we reap material things from you? . . . 
Nevertheless, we did not use this right, but we endure 

all things so that we will cause no hindrance to the 
gospel of Christ. . . . So also the Lord directed those who 
proclaim the gospel to get their living from the gospel.”

—1 Corinthians 9:3-14



“The elders who rule well are to be considered worthy 
of double honor, especially those who work hard at 
preaching and teaching. For the Scripture says, ‘YOU

SHALL NOT MUZZLE THE OX WHILE HE IS THRESHING,’ and ‘The 
laborer is worthy of his wages.’”

—1 Timothy 5:17-18



Do I serve quid pro quo?

Do I make myself burdensome in the 
discharge of my ministry?

Do I place on others an expectation that 
they should provide a favor in return for my 
service?



6. Devoted to communicate God’s truth for the 
eternal welfare of his listeners (2:10-12).

“You are witnesses, and so is God, how devoutly and 
uprightly and blamelessly we behaved toward you 

believers; just as you know how we were exhorting and 
encouraging and imploring each one of you as a father

would his own children, so that you would walk in a 
manner worthy of the God who calls you into His own 

kingdom and glory” (vv. 10-12).



“You are witnesses, and so is God, how devoutly and 
uprightly and blamelessly we behaved toward you 
believers” (v. 10).

• “devoutly” – vertical; relationship to God.

• “uprightly” – horizontal; relationship to people.

• “blamelessly” – all-encompassing; inability to 
find fault. 

1) The missionaries’ devotion in terms of behavior.



“just as you know how we were exhorting and 
encouraging and imploring each one of you as a 
father would his own children” (v. 11).

• “exhorting” – appeal aimed at the will.

• “encouraging” – consolation aimed at the heart.

• “imploring” – authoritative affirmation.

• “a father” – a vivid analogy of devoted, 
authoritative instruction.

2) The missionaries’ devotion in terms of ministry.
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Paul’s Metaphors in 1 Thessalonians 2:1-12



“In this context [the father metaphor] is used more 
particularly to accent the seriousness with which [Paul] 
has taken his responsibility to provide instruction and 
guidance (v. 12). He is emphasizing his pastoral 

devotion to his Thessalonian 
‘children,’ not primarily his 
authority over them.” 

—Furnish, 1 & 2 Thessalonians, 
61-62



“so that you would walk in a manner worthy of the 
God who calls you into His own kingdom and glory” 
(v. 12).

• “walk” – course of direction on life’s path.

• “worthy of God” – the standard of living.

• “who calls” – the great “summoner” of souls.

• “kingdom and glory” – the ultimate destination.

3) The missionaries’ devotion in terms of purpose.



Is my behavior devout, upright, and above 
reproach?

Do I have the knowledge, discernment, 
reliability, and love in my instruction to serve 
as a spiritual father to others?

Is my focus fixed on other’s eternal welfare?

Am I devoted to those to whom I minister?



1. Resolved to communicate God’s truth no matter what the cost (2:1-2).

2. Motivated to communicate God’s truth for the glory of God alone (2:3-4).

3. Determined to communicate God’s truth without ulterior motives (2:5-7).

4. Compelled to communicate God’s truth out of sacrificial love (2:7-8).

5. Committed to communicate God’s truth without the requirement of compensation (2:9).

6. Devoted to communicate God’s truth for the eternal welfare of his listeners (2:10-12).

Distinguishing Marks 
of a Faithful Minister of God – 1 Thessalonians 2:1-12


