
Distinguishing Marks 
of a Faithful Minister of God, 

Part 2

1 Thessalonians 2:5-8



CONTEXT:

• The Thessalonian 
church planted 
(Acts 17:1-10) –
AD 50.

• 1 Thessalonians 
written from 
Corinth (Acts 18:5; 
1 Thess 3:6) – AD 
50/51.



• Traveling philosophers were known for . . . 

▪ oratory without knowledge;

▪ flattery and deceptive argumentation;

▪ hunger for popularity and applause;

▪ manipulation for financial gain;

▪ using influence to gratify sensual 
desires.



“For you yourselves know, brethren, that our coming to 
you was not in vain, but after we had already suffered 
and been mistreated in Philippi, as you know, we had 
the boldness in our God to speak to you the gospel of 
God amid much opposition. For our exhortation does 
not come from error or impurity or by way of deceit; 

but just as we have been approved by God to be 
entrusted with the gospel, so we speak, not as pleasing 

men, but God who examines our hearts.”

—1 Thessalonians 2:1-4



“For we never came with flattering speech, as you 
know, nor with a pretext for greed — God is witness —

nor did we seek glory from men, either from you or 
from others, even though as apostles of Christ we might 
have asserted our authority. But we proved to be gentle 
among you, as a nursing mother tenderly cares for her 
own children. Having so fond an affection for you, we 

were well-pleased to impart to you not only the gospel 
of God but also our own lives, because you had become 

very dear to us.”

—1 Thessalonians 2:5-8



Distinguishing Marks 
of a Faithful Minister of God – Pt 2 (2:5-8)

A faithful minister of God is . . .

3. Determined to communicate God’s truth without 
ulterior motives (2:5-7).

4. Compelled to communicate God’s truth out of  
sacrificial love (2:7-8).



3. Determined to communicate God’s truth 
without ulterior motives (2:5-7).

“For we never came with flattering speech, as 
you know, nor with a pretext for greed — God is 

witness — nor did we seek glory from men, 
either from you or from others, even though as 
apostles of Christ we might have asserted our 

authority” (vv. 5-6).

(a) THE DENIAL:



(1) “For we never came with flattering speech” (v. 5a)

• A denial related to the manner of the missionaries’ 
preaching. 

• “Flattery” = “the use of 
pleasing words to gain 
influence, for concealed, 
selfish purposes.”

• “As you know” – Paul calls upon human witnesses in 
defense of his sincerity.



“The apostle denies that his original preaching to them 
involved deceptive language, empty praise, or false 
promises to trick the hearers into accepting the gospel.... 
The apostle wants to distance himself from the street-
corner philosophers and 
wandering rhetoricians 
who typically used 
flattering speech to
ingratiate themselves 
to the crowd” (J. Weima).



(2) “For we never came ... with a pretext for greed” (v. 5b)

• “Pretext” = “a falsely alleged motive intended to 
conceal reality” – a cloak.

• “Greed” = “extreme desire 
to have more” (“pleonexia”).

• “God is witness” – Paul calls upon the divine witness 
in defense of his sincerity.



(3) “For we never came ... seeking glory from men” (v. 6)

• “Glory” – “good opinion, 
honor, dignity, fame.”

• It is not that Paul and his teammates never received 
honor; it is just that they never sought it.

• “Neither from you or others” – neither from the 
Thessalonians specifically, nor any men in general.



“But we have renounced the things hidden 
because of shame, not walking in craftiness or 

adulterating the word of God, but by the 
manifestation of truth commending ourselves to 

every man’s conscience in the sight of God.”

—2 Corinthians 4:2



“Where greed and ambition hold 
sway, innumerable corruptions 

follow, and the whole man turns to 
vanity. These are the two sources 

from which stems the corruption of 
the whole of the ministry.”

—John Calvin

Bad 

Roots, 

Bad 

Fruit



“But we proved to be gentle among you” (v. 7a).

• The word “but” introduces a strong contrast.

• “Proved” is the same verb as in v. 5, “we never came.”

• “Among you” = “in your midst” = personal interaction.

• A textual problem: (1) “gentle” or (2) “infants.”

(b) THE AFFIRMATION:



ΕΓΕΝΗΘΗΜΕΝΝΗΠΙΟΙ (“we became infants”)

ΕΓΕΝΗΘΗΜΕΝΗΠΙΟΙ (“we became gentle”)



“But we proved to be infants among you” (v. 7a).

• The word “infants” best suits the 
context; it emphasizes innocence. 

• In contrast to adults, infants do not 
engage in flattery, greed, and glory-
seeking. 

• The solution?



Am I innocent in my ministry motivations?

Do I manipulate people with my words to 
make them respond favorably to me?

Do I use ministry as a pretext to gain some 
material or emotional advantage?

Do I live for the compliments and public 
applause?



“For we never came with flattering speech, as you 
know, nor with a pretext for greed — God is witness —

nor did we seek glory from men, either from you or 
from others, even though as apostles of Christ we might 
have asserted our authority. But we proved to be gentle 
among you, as a nursing mother tenderly cares for her 
own children. Having so fond an affection for you, we 

were well-pleased to impart to you not only the gospel 
of God but also our own lives, because you had become 

very dear to us.”

—1 Thessalonians 2:5-8

infants



4. Compelled to communicate God’s truth out of 
sacrificial love (2:7-8).

“As a nursing mother tenderly cares for her own 
children, having so fond an affection for you, 

we were well-pleased to impart to you not only 
the gospel of God but also our own lives, 
because you had become very dear to us” 

(vv. 7b-8).



• “Well-pleased” = “to consider something good, 
worthy of choice.”

• “To impart” = “to share something from what one 
has.”

• “The gospel . . . our own lives” = the message of 
eternal life + the missionaries’ own souls.

“we were well-pleased to impart to you not only 
the gospel of God but also our own lives” (v. 8).



• Paul further defines this welcome self-sacrifice: 

(1) “As a nursing mother cares for her own children” 
(v. 7b).

(2) “having so fond an affection for you” (v. 8a).

(3) “because you had become very dear to us” (v. 8c).

• “No other passage in the whole of the Pauline corpus 
employs such deeply affectionate language in describing 
Paul’s relation with his converts” (C. Wanamaker).



“If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do 
not have love, I have become a noisy gong or a clanging 

cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy, and know all 
mysteries and all knowledge; and if I have all faith, so as to 

remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.  
And if I give all my possessions to feed the poor, and if I 

surrender my body to be burned, but do not have love, it 
profits me nothing.”

—1 Corinthians 13:1-3



Do you treat your ministry just a duty, a 
checkmark, or a burden, or an opportunity 
to impart your very soul?

Are you willing and happy to impoverish 
yourself for the spiritual well-being of 
others?

Do I love those to whom I minister?



“All my desire was the conversion of the 
heathen. . . . I cared not where or how I 
lived, or what hardships I went through, 
so that I could but gain souls to Christ. I 

declare, now I am dying, I would not 
have spent my life otherwise for the 

whole world.”

– David Brainerd (1718-1747), 
missionary to North American Indians



A Faithful Minister of God Is . . . 

1. Resolved to communicate God’s truth no matter what the cost (2:1-2).

2. Motivated to communicate God’s truth for the glory of God alone (2:3-4).

3. Determined to communicate God’s truth without ulterior motives (2:5-7).

4. Compelled to communicate God’s truth out of sacrificial love (2:7-8).

Distinguishing Marks 
of a Faithful Minister of God – Pts 1, 2 (2:1-8)




