
Distinguishing Marks 
of a Faithful Minister of God, 

Part 1

1 Thessalonians 2:1-4



OUTLINE:

1:1 – Salutation

1:2-10 – Thanksgiving for the 
Thessalonian Church

2:1-12 – Defense of the Ministry 
Efforts in Thessalonica



CONTEXT:

• Timothy had just arrived 
from Thessalonica to Corinth 
with an update for Paul and 
Silvanus (3:6-8).

• Paul transitions in 2:1 to 
begin addressing the issues 
challenging the Thessalonian 
assembly.  



• The first issue Paul had to address related to those 
threatening the Thessalonian church.

• These opponents sought to destroy the church by 
disparaging those who brought the gospel.

• Paul does not identify these opponents since the 
Thessalonians were well aware of who they were.

• We can construe from Paul’s language in 2:1-12 the 
nature of the criticism leveled against him and his 
teammates.



• It appears that Paul’s critics were comparing 
him to Cynic philosophers.

• Cynics were abundant in the 1st century, 
commonly found in marketplaces and 
street corners preaching their form of 
virtue.

• Epictetus: the cynic “must know that he 
is sent as a messenger from Zeus to 
people concerning good and bad things, 
to show them that they have wandered.”



• The Cynics were known to . . . 

▪ concoct oratorical performances without 
communicating anything of value;

▪ deceive their audiences through flattery, 
oratory, and faulty arguments;

▪ accrue wealth through manipulating audiences 
to give to their cause;

▪ seek popularity, official honors, and glory;

▪ relish the opportunities for sensual gratification 
which their standing afforded.



“Especially in a culture where wandering teachers and 
sophists were widely known and criticized for their 
selfish motives, it is not difficult to see how those in 

Thessalonica who were opposed to the newly 
established group of Christians might accuse their 

founder of having less-than-honest intentions.” 

—Jeffrey Weima



“For you yourselves know, brethren, that our coming to 
you was not in vain, but after we had already suffered 
and been mistreated in Philippi, as you know, we had 
the boldness in our God to speak to you the gospel of 
God amid much opposition. For our exhortation does 
not come from error or impurity or by way of deceit; 

but just as we have been approved by God to be 
entrusted with the gospel, so we speak, not as pleasing 

men, but God who examines our hearts.”

—1 Thessalonians 2:1-4



Distinguishing Marks 
of a Faithful Minister of God – Pt 1 (2:1-4)

A faithful minister of God is . . .

1. Resolved to communicate God’s truth no matter 
what the cost (2:1-2).

2. Motivated to communicate God’s truth for the 
glory of God alone (2:3-4).



1. Resolved to communicate God’s truth no 
matter what the cost (2:1-2).

• “For” refers to 1:9a – “what kind of reception we had.” 

• As Paul often does in this letter, he appeals to the 
knowledge of the Thessalonians themselves (1:5).

“For you yourselves know, brethren, that 
our coming to you was not in vain” (v. 1)

(a) THE DENIAL:



“For you yourselves know, brethren, that 
our coming to you was not in vain” (v. 1)

• The focus of this first denial is represented by the 
phrase, “in vain”:

• The “entrance” of a philosopher into a city was a big 
deal; it was the opportunity to make a first impression. 

• The critics: Paul’s “entrance” lacked substance.

• “Vain” = empty, hollow, void of purpose; a scam. 



“And when I came to you, brethren, I did not come with 
superiority of speech or of wisdom, proclaiming to you the 

testimony of God. For I determined to know nothing 
among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified. I was 
with you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling, 

and my message and my preaching were not in persuasive 
words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of 
power, so that your faith would not rest on the wisdom of 

men, but on the power of God.”

—1 Corinthians 2:1-4



• The word “but” introduces a strong contrast.

• In response to the accusation of promoting a scam, 
Paul points to his experience of suffering.

• Acts 16:19-24 (Philippi); Acts 17:5-9 (Thessalonica).

“but after we had already suffered and been 
mistreated in Philippi, as you know, we had the 

boldness in our God to speak to you the gospel of 
God amid much opposition” (v. 2)

(b) THE AFFIRMATION:



“. . . we had the boldness in our God 
to speak to you the gospel of God . . .” (v. 2)

• Notice the missionaries’ response to such difficult 
circumstances:

• “To have boldness” = to communicate freely, fearlessly.

• The verb implies becoming: “we became bold.”

• For most, the cost of physical abuse and maltreatment 
leads to timidity and silence.



“. . . we had the boldness in our God 
to speak to you the gospel of God . . .” (v. 2)

• For Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, the great cost they 
were forced to pay only stoked the fire of their 
resolve—it made them bolder. 

• What was their secret?

• The knew their courage was supernatural in origin, as 
was their message.



“It was Paul’s fortitude amidst such dangers that 
proved that his entrance to them did not lack the 

element of earnestness. The presence of a struggle 
is evidence of his sincerity.”

—Robert Thomas



Am I resolved?

The best proof of a Christian’s faithfulness 
to communicate gospel truth is his or her 
willingness to suffer for the message.

Fortitude amidst external danger is the best 
evidence that there is nothing hollow, 
superficial, or unreal in our commitment.



2. Motivated to communicate God’s truth for 
the glory of God alone (2:3-4).

• “For” refers to 2:2 – “we became bold to speak.” 

• “Exhortation” = information + appeal

“For our exhortation does not come from 
error or impurity or by way of deceit” (v. 3)

(a) THE DENIAL:



1) Not “from error” = not from mistakenness, fiction.

2) Not from “impurity” = not from sensual desire.

3) Not “by way of deceit” = not by cunning deception.

“For our exhortation does not come from 
error or impurity or by way of deceit” (v. 3)

• Paul specifically denies three charges brought by the 
opponents: 



• The word “but” again introduces a strong contrast.

• “Just as” . . . “so then” construction.

• “Approved by God” = put to the test and found worthy.

▪ Examined in the only court that matters—God’s 
court—and found faithful.

“but just as we have been approved by God to be 
entrusted with the gospel, so we speak, not as pleasing 

men, but God who examines our hearts” (v. 4).

(b) THE AFFIRMATION:



• Their speaking arose in direct proportion to their 
confidence in God’s approval. 

• “Pleasing” = service in the interest of others; motivation.

• “not men” = not to entertain or gratify listeners.

• “but God” = to exist for His pleasure and approval.

“but just as we have been approved by God to be 
entrusted with the gospel, so we speak, not as pleasing 

men, but God who examines our hearts” (v. 4).



GOD – THE GREAT HEART SEARCHER

“And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but 
all things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him 

with whom we have to do.”

—Hebrews 4:13



Whenever I attempt to communicate the 
word of God to others, what controls the 
content of my speech?

Do I withhold speaking the whole truth out 
of fear of my neighbor—or even my brother 
or sister in Christ?

What is my motivation?



“You and I cannot be useful if we 
want to be sweet as honey in the 
mouths of men. God will never 

bless us if we wish to please men, 
that they may think well of us.”

—Charles Spurgeon



A Faithful Minister of God Is . . . 

1. Resolved to communicate God’s truth no matter what the cost (2:1-2).

2. Motivated to communicate God’s truth for the glory of God alone (2:3-4).

Distinguishing Marks 
of a Faithful Minister of God – Pt 1 (2:1-4)


