
Distinguishing Marks 
of a Saving Work of God, 

Part 2

1 Thessalonians 1:6-8



“We give thanks to God always for all of you, making 
mention of you in our prayers; [3] constantly bearing in 

mind your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness 
of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the presence of our God 

and Father, [4] knowing, brethren beloved by God, His
choice of you; [5] for our gospel did not come to you in 

word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with 
full conviction; just as you know what kind of men we 

proved to be among you for your sake.”

1 Thessalonians 1:2-5



REVIEW: Distinguishing Marks 
of a Saving Work of God – Pt 1 (1:2-5)

A saving work of God is . . .

1. Revealed by the practical display of supernatural 
virtues (v. 3). 

2. Originated by an unconditional act of divine love 
(v. 4). 

3. Implemented by the faithful proclamation of 
gospel truth (v. 5). 



“You also became imitators of us and of the Lord, 
having received the word in much tribulation with the 

joy of the Holy Spirit, [7] so that you became an 
example to all the believers in Macedonia and in 

Achaia. [8] For the word of the Lord has sounded forth 
from you, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also 

in every place your faith toward God has gone forth, so 
that we have no need to say anything.”

1 Thessalonians 1:6-8



Distinguishing Marks 
of a Saving Work of God – Pt 2 (1:6-8)

A saving work of God is . . .

4. Recognized by a devoted imitation of faithful 
leaders (1:6).

5. Confirmed by a compelling example to other 
believers (1:7-8).



4. It is recognized by a devoted imitation of 
faithful leaders (1:6).

“You also became imitators of us and of the Lord, having 
received the word in much tribulation with the joy of the 

Holy Spirit” (v. 6).

• An interesting progression with the verb “became”:

▪ “the gospel became to you” (v. 5a)
▪ “we became among you” (v. 5b)
▪ “you yourselves also became” (v. 6a) 



• μιμητής (mimētēs) = “mimickers, imitators”

“You also became imitators of us and of the Lord” (v. 6a)

• More than just following 
someone’s life and teaching.

• The conformity of one’s life to a 
something deemed a model.



• 1 Thessalonians 2:14 – “For you, brethren, became 
imitators of the churches of God in Christ Jesus that 
are in Judea . . .”

• 1 Corinthians 4:16 – “Therefore I exhort you, be 
imitators of me.”

• 1 Corinthians 11:1 – “Be imitators of me, just as I also 
am of Christ.”

• Ephesians 5:1 – “Therefore be imitators of God, as 
beloved children.”



• “Imitation” as the essence of Christian discipleship is 
not a popular notion today. 

• Popular: “The Christian life is a life of spiritual self-
expression.” “I must preserve my unique identity.”

The notion of imitation “functions in Paul’s letters as a 
strategy of power. That is, it articulates and rationalizes 
as true and natural a particular set of power relations 

within the social formation of early Christian 
communities” (E. Castelli, Imitating Paul, 15).



“Paul’s invocation of mimesis indicts the very notion of 
difference, and thereby constructs the nature of early 
Christian social relationship: Christians are Christians 

insofar as they strive for the privileged goal of 
sameness. Christians distinguish themselves from 
those who are not Christians, who are not saved, 

precisely in this drive for sameness. Difference has only 
negative connotations in the mimetic economy” 

(Castelli, Imitating Paul, 27). 



• The objects of the imitation:

1) “of us” – Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy (see 1:1), 
the immediate (close) objects of conformity;

2) “and of the Lord” – Jesus Christ (see 1:1, 3), the 
ultimate (distant) object of conformity.

“You also became imitators of us and of the Lord” (v. 6a)



“For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined 
to become conformed to the image of His Son, 

so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren.” 

—Romans 8:29



• The circumstances of the imitation:

1) “in much tribulation” – a great degree of 
pressure produced by external circumstances.

“having received the word in much tribulation 
with the joy of the Holy Spirit” (v. 6b).



“And some of them were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, 
along with a large number of the God-fearing Greeks and a number 
of the leading women. But the Jews, becoming jealous and taking 

along some wicked men from the market place, formed a mob and 
set the city in an uproar; and attacking the house of Jason, they 

were seeking to bring them out to the people. When they did not 
find them, they began dragging Jason and some brethren before 

the city authorities, shouting, ‘These men who have upset the 
world have come here also; and Jason has welcomed them, and 
they all act contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is 

another king, Jesus.’ They stirred up the crowd and the city 
authorities who heard these things.” 

– Acts 17:4-8



“If you were of the world, the world would love its 
own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose 
you out of the world, because of this the world hates 
you. Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A slave is 
not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted Me, 

they will also persecute you; if they kept My word, they 
will keep yours also. But all these things they will do to 
you for My name’s sake, because they do not know the 

One who sent Me.” 

– John 15:18-21



• The circumstances of the imitation:

1) “in much tribulation” – a great degree of 
difficulty produced by one’s circumstances.

2) “with the joy of the Holy Spirit” – a Spirit-
produced satisfaction with one’s circumstances.

*Note the paradox!

“having received the word in much tribulation 
with the joy of the Holy Spirit” (v. 6b).



• Real assurance can be enjoyed when 
there is an ever-growing conformity of 
your life to the lives of faithful Christians 
who are conforming to Jesus Christ, 
especially in the midst of opposition.

• Ultimately, you are either an imitator of 
Christ or an artificial Christian.

What are you imitating?



5. It is confirmed by a compelling example to 
other believers (1:7-8).

“so that you became an example to all the believers in 
Macedonia and in Achaia. For the word of the Lord has 

sounded forth from you, not only in Macedonia and 
Achaia, but also in every place your faith toward God 

has gone forth, so that we have no need to say 
anything” (1:7-8).



• “So that” introduces the result of their imitation (v. 6).

• Notice again the repetition of the verb “became”:

▪ “the gospel became to you” (v. 5a)
▪ “we became among you” (v. 5b)
▪ “you yourselves also became” (v. 6a)
▪ “so that you became” (v. 7a)

“so that you became an example to all believers in 
Macedonia and Achaia” (v. 7).



“so that you became an example to all believers in 
Macedonia and Achaia” (v. 7).

• τύπος (tupos) = “pattern, mold, type”

• The word originally referred to the 
imprint left when something would strike 
a softer object. 

• It came to describe that which served as 
the mold for subsequent copies.



“to all the believers in Macedonia and Achaia” (1:7)



• “Has sounded forth” (v. 8) = a 
powerful reverberation that moves in 
all directions—a trumpet blast, the 
roll of thunder, a radio signal, etc.

• Paul’s “diffusion strategy” for regional 
evangelism.

“For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you, 
not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every 

place your faith toward God has gone forth, so that we 
have no need to say anything” (v. 8).



“The gospel was received by them with such eager 
zeal, its words were so constantly in their mouths 
and so wrought in their hearts, that is swelled as it 
were into a mighty trumpet-call that was heard by

all men sounding forth from Thessalonica.” 

—Ellicott, 1 Thessalonians, 11



• Real assurance can be enjoyed when your 
life radiates to those around you an ever-
growing attraction to Jesus Christ.

• You are either drawing others to Christ or 
to something else. Influence is never 
neutral.

Who is imitating you?



A Saving Work of God Is . . . 

1.  Revealed by the practical display of supernatural virtues (1:3).

2. Originated by an unconditional act of divine love (1:4). 

3. Implemented by the faithful proclamation of gospel truth (1:5).

4. Recognized by a devoted imitation of faithful leaders (1:6).

5. Confirmed by a compelling example to other believers (1:7-8).

Distinguishing Marks of a Saving Work of God 
(1 Thess 1:2-8)


